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Four juveniles (ca. 25-30 mm total length) of a poorly known
snapper Lutjanus dodecacanthoides (Bleeker, 1854), previously
known only from subadults and adults collected fish markets
from India, Indonesia, Philippines, Taiwan and southern Japan,
were recorded by underwater photographs from Iriomote-jima
island, Ryukyu Islands, southern Japan, and Alotau, Milne Bay
Province, Papua New Guinea. Juveniles of L. dodecacanthoides
is characterized by having a single distinct broad blackish band
running from the snout tip to the nape through the eye, a single
distinct white-margined black saddle on the caudal peduncle,
and six narrow longitudinal stripes on the lateral surface of the
body. Because the first two characters are not found in subadults
and adults, they are considered as juvenile features of the spe-
cies. Although juveniles of L. erythropterus Bloch, 1790 and L.
malabaricus (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) share the head band
and caudal-peduncle saddle, the juveniles of L. dodecacan-
thoides can be distinguished from those of L. erythropterus and L.
malabaricus from underwater photographs by having six orange
stripes on the lateral surface of the body (four uppermost slanted
posteriorly toward dorsal-fin base, and lower two nearly parallel
to body axis vs. numerous stripes slanted posteriorly toward
dorsal-fin base, and lower 11 or more parallel to body axis in the
latter two species). The underwater photograph taken in Alotau
represents the first record of the species from Papua New Guin-
ea.
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Fig. 1. Underwater photographs of juveniles of Lutjanus dodecacanthoides. A: KAUM-II. 85, about 30 mm TL, Alotau, Milne Bay
Province, Papua New Guinea, 14 m depth, 19 March 2016, photo by G. R. Allen; B: KPM-NR 73859, about 25 mm TL, Midara
Beach, Iriomote-jima island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan, 17 m depth, 2009, photo by K. Yano; C: KAUM-II. 86, about 30 mm TL,
Hinai Beach, Iriomote-jima island, Ryukyu Islands, Japan, 15 m depth, 9 July 2020, photo by M. Yanagihashi; D: KAUM-II. 88,
about 30 mm TL, 18 July 2020, locality, depth and photographer same as KAUM-II. 86.
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