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A single specimen of the Duskytail Grouper, Epinephelus
bleekeri (Vaillant, 1878) was collected by fishing from Kushimo-
to Town, located in southern part of Wakayama Prefecture, Ja-
pan. This species is widely distributed in the Indo-West Pacific,
and in Japanese waters, it was previously known from Honshu
(Kanagawa and Mie prefectures), Shikoku (Ehime and Kochi
prefectures), Kyushu (Miyazaki and Kagoshima prefectures),
and the Ryukyu Islands (Tanega-shima, Yaku-shima, and Ama-
mi-oshima islands, and Yaeyama Islands). However, Japanese
records of the species based on specimens have been restricted
to the south coast of Satsuma Peninsula (Kagoshima Prefecture),
Tanega-shima and Amami-oshima islands, and Yaeyma Isands,
and other records were based on photographs and/or reliable ob-
servations. Thus, the present specimen, described in this study,
represents the first specimen-based record from Honshu, as well
as the first record from Wakayama Prefecture.
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Epinephelus bleekeri (Vaillant, 1878)
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Fig. 1. Fresh (A) and preserved (B) specimen of Epinephelus bleekeri (WMNH-PIS12146, 68.9 mm SL) from Kushimoto, Wakayama
Prefecture, Japan.
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Flg 2. lee 1nd1v1dual of Epinephelus bleekeri (WMNH PISlZl46 68. 9 mm SL) in aquarlum tank.
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Fig. 3. Distributional records of Epinephelus bleekeri in Japa-
nese waters. Solid and open stars indicate previous and new
specimen-based records, respectively. Circles indicate pre-
vious records based on photographs and/or reliable observa-
tions.
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