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Keisuke Ota, Takuto Namba and Hironari Saito. 2021. First Shikoku records of Par-
dachirus pavoninus (Soleidae) from Kochi Prefecture, Japan, with notes on morpho-
logical changes with growth. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 6: 69-73.

Five specimens (13.3—-180.5 mm standard length) of Par-
dachirus pavoninus (Lacepede, 1802) (Pleuronectiformes: Solei-
dae) were collected from Kochi Prefecture, Japan. In Japanese
waters, this species was previously known from Chiba, Kanaga-
wa, Aichi, Wakayama, Miyazaki, and Kagoshima prefectures,
and the Ryukyu Islands, including the Osumi, Amami, Okinawa,
Miyako, and Yaeyama islands. Thus, the present specimens, de-
scribed in this study, represent the first records of P. pavoninus
from Shikoku. Ontogenetic changes of the shape of dorsal- and
anal-fin ray tips and coloration on the ocular side in the species
are described.
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Fig. 1. Small-sized specimens (A, B: preserved; D, E: fresh) of Pardachirus pavoninus. A—C: BSKU 97521, 48.1 mm SL, Susaki,
Kochi, Japan; D-F: BSKU 127970, 61.7 mm SL, Kashiwa Island, Otsuki, Kochi, Japan. A, D: ocular sides; B, E: blind sides; C, F:
radiographs.
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Table 1. Meristics and morphometrics of specimens of Pardachirus pavoninus.

BSKU BSKU BSKU BSKU BSKU
128341 97521 127970 101343 127971
Standard length (SL; mm) 13.3 48.1 61.7 161.6 180.5
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays 67 67 66 67 67
Anal-fin rays 50 50 50 53 54
Pelvic-fin rays 5 5 5 5 5
Lateral-line pores - 89 86 97 96
Pores on dorsoanterior branch of lateral line - 9 9 9 8
Pores on ventral preopercular branch of lateral line - 7 7 6 6
Vertebrae 38 38 38 38 38
Dorsal-fin pterygiophores (anterior to fourth neural spine) — — 12 12 12
Measurements (% SL)
Body depth 33.0 37.4 35.6 40.5 34.8
Head length 24.3 21.4 19.6 19.8 18.4
Eye diameter 2.3 3.7 3.4 3.0 2.5
Candal-fin length 19.4 18.5 14.9 18.8 15.5
—, no data
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Fig. 2. Large-sized specimens (A, B: preserved; D, E: fresh) of Pardachirus pavoninus. A—C: BSKU 101343, 161.6 mm SL, Kuroshio,
Kochi, Japan; D-F: BSKU 127971, 180.5 mm SL, Kashiwa Island, Otsuki, Kochi, Japan. A, D: ocular sides; B, E: blind sides; C, F:

radiographs.
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Fig. 3 Live individual of Pardachirus pavoninus (BSKU 128341,
13.3 mm SL, Kashiwa Island, Otsuki, Kochi, Japan).
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