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A species of the moray eel, Gymnothorax shaoi Chen and
Loh, 2007 is reported from Japanese waters as a reliable record.
A single specimen of the species (514 mm of total length) was

collected from shallow coast of Amami-oshima island, Amami
Islands, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. It was confirmed with the
diagnostic characters of that of G. shaoi. Several former records
identified as G. reevesii (Richardson, 1845) were reidentified as
G. shaoi based on the snout proportion and coloration in photo-
graphs. The new standard Japanese names, “Tapioka-utsubo” is
proposed for G. shaoi based on the present specimen.
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Gymnothorax shaoi Chen and Loh, 2007
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(Figs. 1, 2; Table 1)
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Fig. 1. Fresh condition of Gymnothorax shaoi, KMNH VR 100466, 514 mm TL, Amami-oshima island, Amami Islands, Kagoshima

Prefecture, Japan. A, whole body; B, enlarged view of head.
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Gymnothorax shaoi.

EDD, NWITNEEDLDHTHMTH T EMHREND
ZHTH 2 L HWr Uiz (Table 1). Gymnothorax shaoi I3~
ATV R KB, KEMENT & (4.2-7.0% TL vs.
75-11.7% TL), BAEICH L TYHEWNT & (16.2-19.8%
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Japanese specimen Chen and Loh (2007)
KMNH VR 100466 Holotype Paratypes (n = 8)
Total length 514 567 379-608
As % TL
Head length 13.2 134 12.1-13.0%*
Trunk length 37.6 37.0 35.6-39.1*
Tail length 49.7 49.6 48.9-51.6*
Predorsal length 8.7 8.5 8.2-9.0*
Preanal length 50.8 - -
Body depth at gill opening 4.2 7.0 4.3-6.1*
Body depth at mid-anus 3.7 5.8 4.1-5.5%
Body width at gill opening 2.8 - -
Body width at mid-anus 2.9 -
As % of head length
Snout length 17.4 16.9 16.2-19.8
Eye diameter 7.4 7.7 7.8-9.8
Upper-jaw length 40.9 393 39.4-45.7
Lower-jaw length 37.8 393 39.5-44.7
Gill-opening length 7.4 - -
Interorbital width 10.5 13.0 10.3-16.7
Counts
Predorsal vertebrae 4 5 34
Preanal vertebrae 55 57 53-57
Total vertebrae 127 129 125-130

*excluded tail-tip damaged specimens.
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Fig. 2. Alive condition of Gymnothorax shaoi, KMNH VR 100466, 10 March 2022, photographed by T. Orita. A, left side; B, right
head; C, right side.
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