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Rhodeus smithii atremius is an endangered bitterling fish,

native to Kyushu Island and the Iki Islands, Japan. In this study,
we developed a monitoring method of R. s. atremius using en-
vironmental DNA (eDNA). For quantitative real-time PCR, we
designed primers and probe specific to the mitochondrial cyto-
chrome b gene of R. s. atremius. We confirmed the usability of
this method in aquarium experiments. Then, we sampled water
for eDNA analysis and captured the fish at 14 points in the Onga
River basin inhabited by R. s. atremius, and examined the rela-
tionship between the occurrence of the fish and eDNA detection.
The detection coincided with fish occurrence. In addition, the
particularly high concentration of eDNA corresponded to high
catch per unit effort. These results demonstrate the reliability and
usefulness of this method for conservation of the species.

H1€ 4 &5 3 Rhodeus smithii atremius (Jordan and Thom-
pson, 1914) 1, TARZF JERHCIET 237 X FdED
—fET, SUNILE LB IC DB AR T B HARE A Dk
fchHs (PIERiEh, 2015). ARdfiffio FE R ERERE T
& B W) OHFHFIEATRE T % EER/KES & 1%, Sl
A LODH D (BEBIEA, 2015), FEUIRFH & L TH
M2 - KREBBMD LTS, AREIIRESL Y KU X
L (BREEE, 2020) CTHupEGEIE IBEICIEC ENZ 7T T
<, kg, EEE, RRR, KOR, BEREOWTN
DLy FYUZXAMIEEHEINTED (F-IE, 2003 ; #Hi
UL, 2014 5 BEAIR, 2019 5 EIRIR, 2022 5 K730R, 2022),

SEEE

ZOAEHONR L RRIZHTHELEER 5.

AR, BARAIC D 58 LW EHE FE L LT
BB DNA Ml aidic i E > T\ 5. BilE DNA &
&, EREIHICHE SN DNA O T T, KINCZAEYo
Pettyn, R, BRI TR EICHKT 2 DNA DG X
NTVW3EEZ5NTWVS (Ficetora et al., 2008). T DR
BiDNA Z#1d % 2 & °C, BRI 2L R OH
- EMNREE % (EEIED, 2016). TOFETIE
B COREDKDOATHZ L WS BEE NS, HiEkD
TFHEEHAKIEIC TR R ZH[JCE 2 AREME L HER TN T
% (Takahara et al., 2012). AWFZEIE, FEREATMRER
R, @GR E AIUKED DB DNA Mt 2175 2 &
T, HE W ZFIOERE DNA RO ZHE L
/z.

MR EFE

AEMF2FIHRHGTSA<—-TO—TEy
FOEET BRI DNA ZHWTHE T2 F DI - AHE
BT B z0IciE, AEOEIEE DNA #2383 Tl L
WIS, HERERNZEMINRZRT 208 DD 5. At
7% Tl PCR EY ORI B S NIC R RINICK B9 2 7
O—7%Z M52 eT, WHOPCRILKD E MO
MEEDE N TED (BRI, 2016), Tagman 71—
TERHVTY 7V R A L PCRIC K B MHFR O 7 i
Hiz.

AEX ST 2T dEEREMEOERRY 2 2 79,
7 AV A ENAEY T2 > 2 — (National Center for
Biotechnology Information: NCBI) D7 —Z X— X/ 5 N
LR T 2 a2 dlRfEHOI Fary Ry 7
DNA @ cytochrome b I D E (= +- A H 72 LT O3 D
137z, ¥ b7 2 F 3 AB109007, AB366484, AB366485,
KF410759 ; % V) & J O Tanakia lanceolata (Temminck and
Schlegel, 1846) : AB108870 ; &z :h ¥ % ¥ T Acheilognathus
tabira nakamurae Arai et al., 2007 : AB366471 ; 77 R T
Tanakia limbata (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846) : AB108935 ;
71 2 ¥ Acheilognathus rhombeus (Temminck and Schlegel,
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A Forward 57 37

R s.atrenivs TTCAGTGAATCTGAGGCGGGTTC
R o kurumeus TTCAATGGATTTGAGGCGGATTT
Ro.ocellatus TTCAATGGATTTGAGGCGGATTT
TTCAATGAATCTGAGGGGGATTT
T. Janceo/lata TCCAATGAATTTGGGGAGGCTTT
A t.nakamurae TTCAATGAATCTGAGGCGGATTC
TACAATGAATTTGAGGGGGATTT
A cyanostigsna TTCAATGAATTTGAGGCGGATTT

T. | imbata

A. rhombeus

B Reverse 5° 37
R.s.atremiuvs CTAAACTCCGACGCGGATAAGA
Ao kurumus CTAAACTCTGACGCCGACAAAA
Ro.oce/latuss CTAAACTCCGACGCCGACAAAA
7. limata CTAAATTCTGACGCGGACAAAA
T. lanceo/lata CTAAACTCTGACGCGGACAAAA
A t.nakamurae CTAAACTCCGACGCGGACAAAA
A rhombeuss T TAAACTCCGACGCAGACAAAA
A. cyanostisna TTAAATTCCGACGCAGACAAAA
C  Probe 5° 3
Rs.atremiuvs CTTCTCCCCTTTGCAGTCGCA
Ro. kurumeus CTATTCCCATTTGTAATCGCC
Ro.ocellatus CTATTTCCATTTGTAATCGCC
7. limata CTCCTCCCATTTGTCGTCGCC
T. lanceolata CTCCTCCCATTTATTGTTGCT
A t.nakamurae CTCCTCCCATTCATCGTTGCC
A rhombeus CTCCTCCCATTTATCGTTGCC
A cyanostigna CTTCTTCCATTCATCGTCGCC

Fig. 1. DNA sequence of each bitterling fish of the part corre-
sponding to primers and probe developed in the present study.
Shading indicates sequence differences. A: forward primer; B:
reverse primer; C: probe. The actual reverse primer sequence
is complementary to this sequence.

1846) : AB109002 ; = v 3R 2\ & F O Rhodeus ocellatus
kurumeus Jordan and Thompson, 1914 : AB366506 ; 21V 27
I\ ZF d Rhodeus ocellatus ocellatus (Kner, 1866) : LC647043 ;
A F E > Y & F d Acheilognathus cyanostigma Jordan and
Fowler, 1903 ([H 4% K Ff) : AB109008. 7% fifi 0D fic 1] 15
R DUV T MEGA7 (Kumar et al., 2016) % fWT7 5o
YAVERL, AE MR FIICRRNERZ LD TIA
N—BXUTu—T%2HKi Lk Bonicr I/~ —-
Ju—7+tv M, HWEEEHE 25p DT T A —1
B X UZOMIEHEKZE#MT 5T 0—7 T, TOR
FIEHIZLLFOMED THABH. 747 — F :Raa-CytB-F
(5-TTCAGTGAATCTGAGGCGGGTTC-3’), Y /\— X :Raa-
CytB-R (5-TCTTATCCGCGTCGGAGTTTAGA-3*), 71—
7" : Raa-CytB-P (5’-FAM-CTTCTCCCCTTTGCAGTCGCA-
TAMRA-3"). fliffiZ kit 9™ % alfeltz T & 2 20 K< ¢
B, TIAX— - TO—=TD3 K HE N X

F AR GRANZ {725 K5 i%kat L7z (Fig. 1. &
oD 2 R 8 B DNA &, I AM<v— T
O—7+w MhnA PCR F  (Robust HotStart PCR Kit,
Kapa Biosystems) 7 [\ C PCR Z{7->7z. PCRIFY—<
JUY A 25— (T100™ Thermal Cycler, BIO-RAD) Z{fifH L,
95°C T30 B D%, 95°C T 15F, 55°C T 158, 72°C ©
155394 7)VE30 4 7)VTto7 1560k
PCR jEYNIE, FBXIKEIZEE (Mupid®-exU, X 715/3A %)
T100V, 20 OB KE 217> 7. Tz, HEBYIH
[FPERE%E (BLAST®, NCBI) C, H§IEFHB O DFRED
TR, A N 2 DR D I
100% & 752 C & ZhfEsR LTz,

FAEKELSDREK KENDOAHL N2> dEHEE
M & N % Bi5E DNA JRZ O BIRZ N5 728, KSR
{7l Te. JK&E 1L, 5L, 10L, 25L, 50L /K% L,
BRI R R O R TR L7 A8 vy 2 d 7z
3MAKTORA LTz, RAND 12 BERIRIC /KD S 1L
PokL, AMEROERZFIL. OV 2Ix—v a3y
DHBEEFAND 12, ¥ b7 2 defA Lkvkilz
MELUCTHERICEKL, * 70 7aryba—)Lbe Lk
BIKREZKIEE S T L— 3 Y210, S#5E5%RE L.
IKFESRZ DMMDOZRELX, kR B & [AkRI T ol
H{HEBF U Y LTEAL, BA A kTl 55
NzfEHE M 5, Microsoft Excel® (Microsoft) % W T Y
7Y OB RENRE 21T Te.

BAKIETORK &) IREKICBNT, JUNREK
PERBRITIMAE S 2 HT— 2 GERRD) ZE Lic, &
ERIChE T 2 F JORERERN D 2 3 i 25T 14
MEEN U, AE T2 S dOEINHTSH % 2019 46
H4HIZ, SHAICBOTHRE - i« ERO 3 DT
500 ml DERIK L7z, BRKR BV, (HFIRTIC R
bV L GHIRE D 10% B2 TEELTHRAA Y
IKTHFRL, #EMT 3 EHEW L ThSERKZTIT- 2.
¥ 7 #%RF O DNA R AIC X 15RO IZiERT 5728,
[FEERD R FIVICA A >k ANTARHT 72> ha—
e Llz, IRTOY bR )V a=y Lk
FIRET 0.01% 17522 K2 IKMA T, KB LTH—D T —
F—HRw 7 A ANTH BRIz,

BB LU DNAHIE PRKLEY YT IVE, ZOH
DS BICGF/F AT AT 1)V &— (pore size c. 0.7 pm,
Cytiva) THB L7z, 7 4 )V & — 5 Ol H 13 MR FREL
HF 2 —7 (Salivette®, Sarstedt) 35K DNA it +
(DNeasy Blood & Tissue Kit, Qiagen) 7 U C DNA &K%
I U7z, FEM7ZA FIEIE BREE DNA G - B~ =27 )b
(BREZ DNA “£2x, 2020) (CHEfL U 7z, il U7z DNA 783
I& -20°C THREE L 7z

J7IVZ2 A4 LPCRICKZIRIEDNADIRE B 5
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Fish biomass in an aquarium (g/L)
Fig. 2. Relationship of concentration of DNA (vertical axis) and
fish biomass in an aquarium (horizontal axis).

DNA O, UV 7 )V & A L PCR Y A7 L (Applied
Biosystems® StepOnePlus™, Thermo Fisher Scientific) 7 FH\>
TEREPCR 2oz, FelhLie /oA —-Tn—"T%y
MZA, qQPCR YA X —3 w7 A (Probe gPCR Mix, with
UNG, 2 h 5310 4) ZfL, ER(LDOD OMERR,
PCREFICT T AIRICE-»Tr7u—=vr7Inkh€r
272 F 30 N\ T. DNA @ 15000, 1500, 150, 15 copies / uL 0
THGRIID SIE LTz, RSB & TRk z v«
AT 47 Ay sa—)UE# 3 KE, FokY > Tz 4K
 PCR 217> . MIGEEMEIE, 25°C T 1047, 95°C T 15
Fot, 95°C TS5, 55°C TI5F, 72°C TI15Hh S
YAV S5TA TNV To T BB, 12T IicD
T ARED D ZITo iz, i D ae—Hud 12
K Gl A, KR OFEEE Uiz, 7720, /Kid
FEROY > 7 )ViE 3 8] PCR 217V, ZNZEND V%
ROER U7z, fE - REDOHIWIE, 12 KEH | K1E T E IR
WHERE NI BRI L Ule, E-HEIEA R S Nz it
YLD PCR EYIDO—IE, XA LY ho—r X (B
REtT 7 A< w 7)) 2170, EYIOEYIREZTT- Iz

AEMTF2FIOBERE KKK OWTIE, £
IKEFMETICHBNT, 201946 A 12H, 14H, 18HD3
H I CERIIC X 2 A Z T, A8 N 2P dD1E:
MiZziEiZ Uz, B3z Mzine, 3 AT%
Hig 30 9 5 1 RERIAR ATV, fin Tzl & 2 Ok
ik L7z,

#w =R
HAEMF2FRENGETSA4<T—-TO—-TtY
rDEEE EoniTIAY—-Tu—TEy FEHVT,
X N7 2 F B X THITR U S UNIEER i OrdE (b
K& i 2R) Ot DNA 288 ¢ L7z, PCREB X
U PCR EEVI OB KB 21T > Tz, ZOFER, HIEI Nz
DNA O/NY R AE b7 2+ dh 5 DA ERI N, ifE
BRUORAT ¢ 722 ba—)UTIIHEEDGED S N>

Iz,

]k TIVh S5 DIEE DNA BRE  fE /KD 5E0K
LIeY > TINEDNT, AT+ 73> ba—)bzfR<d
NXTHHAEY M2 F TOEE DNA D E iz, sk
FENCB T B Y TR FTOERE L) 7 )V Z A L PCR
THH E N7z BE5E DNA JE X E DM (= 0.886, p <
0.01) Z/xL7 (Fig.2).

WE KRN TEIK LT > TV DN T, 14 Higd
W 3 Hit s TERE DNA OMEIEDERE E N7z (Table 1). 3 i
KOS H 2 M B ITERERI BN D B M T, 1 I
HEDIEN R TH > . PCREMOR AL 7 N —7r
VALK S THELNTZESNICDOWT, HIREEYFHIE MR
ZHOWTRER Y — MR 217> ISR, PCR EMIZ AL
Nr2FdDEDTH T EHMERENT.

AEMF2FIOWBERE HRiGFIATIE, BREEDNA
DOHEEIPHER S NI 3 HETHE NS 2T 3BT 5 C
EMTE, oS TS NG > (Table 1). 7z
L, BWICXZHKDZ8, 1S CTHRIEFHHE % FitE T
ol BRIHEOMEZ E LI, BfESS 18D
72 O OEAEAE (CPUE: £4#8L WL N) ZRHIL T,
Mt & N7 ERET DNA | OBfRZ i L7z & T %, CPUE
W1 &2 a5 7z 2 Mgt XT, CPUE Vi o 7z 1 iR
(CPUE 4.22) DR DNA mhE L < &L MiE & 72 o 7z (Table
D.

zE E

ANETHREI LIS TA<—2HNT, W T ZF
IBXCTUNILEBICAER G % 27 iRl 7 f D DNA 7%
BIE 4 % PCR 23 LTz R, A€ 7 2 dDH iR
MRS NIz, Tz, SREGHLIE T4 < —ORR 2
T I A4—=T YA >V —)l (Primer-BRAST, NCBI) Tt

Table 1. Results of the present field survey at 14 sites in the
Onga River basin (capturing records of R. s. atremius, con-
centration of DNA, and CPUE).

Site No. record concentration (/ml) CPUE
1 present 96.353 0.33
2 absent 0 0
3 present 5153.437 4.22
4 present 64.447 0.33
5 absent 0 0
6 absent 0 0
7 absent 0 0
8 absent 0 0
9 absent 0 0
10 absent 0 0
11 absent 0 0
12 absent 0 0
13 absent 0 0
14 absent 0 !

'Sampling could not be conducted due to high water.
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Wl s, MT7IA4—RINCHUT 1 RS Lz
EBVDE A ST R FIORTH Tz, ZF MR,
WD AL RO AR T T A < —1THS T B85 OBSNC I
WTIE, DL L EEHERM EOZERNH D, D, &
BB LR DT T A <—0D 3 Kiflhs s
HERDINICZERMAET 3 T RSN, E51C, &
B PCREVOZR ALY by —r v ADKER, HEiEIhiz
BR5E DNA OHEESIN A -7 &2 F dOEHERELY) & —3
Lizztehb, XTSA—=HNT, HENTFZFID
ERBE DNA ZRFRICIE T E 2 L E A b5, ARIISET
175 BB KIE & BRKIRIC 350F 40K > TV B Ofi
Wi, A€ 87 2F dEEE DNA Wi Eh, Ok
TN TOME TAREDOLE BRI Nz, DL EORHE
No, AMFETHELETSA<— Tu—T1y b %
HWT, A€ M7 2 dOBRE DNA 23 5 & hn]
HECTH B LY Nz,

HE ST RS AENT a2 A T ORI DD L—
R (Fif% - KECRIR, SICRH, EERD IohhaC
EAHISENT WS (Miyake et al., 2010). AWF5E Cikat L
7oA~ wHEIDKRECA, F&IKRED A
YR 2 FILERBNN -T2 LS, ZHZTHITVH
WTREIE N, £z, BOkHSOEE)IKRICERT
% 30 LA Eoo oo Bk (ELagd@d, 20200 ORT%
W& LRI IT> Toidndy, Fdlizk 51T
FAR—T YA Y —)IVOWEERZEICKD, KT TA<—
DAL T ZF BT ZREENMEREN TS, Lk
MoT, AWK THFELIZS S/ <—-Ta—T+tw i,
BAEDOIUNALOIGTIC B % ¥ b7 2 ) IRt O
TTRICHEET 5L 525, —/T, BIEORKICON
TIEHIVN=—AT S5 A —IC 1 HEOIEMGREINTES
D, RRHROBEEEIC DOV THITZICHEENRETH . X
e, 5%, T TIKHAICRBIATN TSI —F 27 Kbk
JRPEDINT 2 F @ fakix & O N TUNIERIC A E
N% 75 ERGATOBENZL L6, AR O#RE
IEOWTHBRFDBEIC RS ENTFREINS.

fEKMOKILHZD DAY N2> ddEs(g/L) &,
FOK 1L BTz 0 ORI E N 7zEBREE DNA & (copy /L) 1T,
HWIEOHBIBE GRS 51 (Fig. 2), HAKEKICHBWL
TEAEREEIHATT B EZ BNS CPUEDRE HEH >
FHSICB T, BREDNABSZE LS AW EZRLTE
(Table 1). 7KAENLEHSE/KEIC IV T, BiBE DNA H &4
PRI RO IEOHIBIBIRIC % T & 2R Lok RiZ
%, { (Takahara et al., 2012; Thomsen et al., 2012 7% &), G4
TRHINCBNTE, EYRZHEE TE 2 R TERTE
NTWw% (Doi et al, 2017). AW TH-> AL T2 F
TCDWTE m/KiRIA UKD LIS, 3 2 W I3 E5E
ISR ORI L, RS 25 R U TR, ok

BRI TN TORBEEZRITH T LT, AMOEREERER
RHIRICHEIE T 2 nREENE Z 5N 5.

e TEMULILIIC, BREEDNA ZHWzifl& DK
TIRAIRIE, TOROE RIS H SR & Lk U B
FAEDIX SHKRIICENT L TH B, FERIC, EER
i L BREE DNA AT OB HIUEEE> O X k2 ik d 2198 %
TONTHH, WiEENBETEIREEEDNE LS, &
A R B EDVEN RN TWVWS (erde et al., 2011;
Sigsgaard et al., 2015). F 7z, BilE DNA ZHW\ 2, REfH
DIFEHERZHIE LIFRIC DOV T MG Eh
T3 (Koizumietal, 2015 ; fERIEH, 2016 7% L), <h
S5DWZEDZ L TV 7 IV EZ A LPCRABFANSNTED,
MHERE S KOCHEORmINMERMEN TS (EEIED
2016). ABIZETE [ETHIC & 0 T & AR RS O 3
ZRBHTEMNTE. —J7T, TORHICBVTIE, &
SRR L 72D, JREIAN D R ICHRENE 5.
CHUCH LT, 2l TN ZRASERER 2 VT, @
@ PCR & EXIKE) Z & T2 BiBE DNA 7347 &
ENTHD (Jerde et al, 2011 ; [LIFIEAH, 2019 7% E), &
B TERAIN TV CRHIED,, 2015). TOFik
T, IREIDNA Ol - IR DA T, BEDOT—XIF
BoNEVh, A RFE2FICBNTEABOTENRH
FTENX, HIUIKIGUTOWRINAREL 755 T &M
EZbN%.
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