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An individual of Mola alexandrini (Ranzani, 1839) (>2 m
estimated total length) was found stranded on the beach at Aika-

wa Oura, Sado City, Niigata Prefecture, Japan, on 26 May 2021.
This individual represents the first record of M. alexandrini
from Niigata Prefecture, and the first stranding record of this
species in the Sea of Japan. The sea surface temperature around
the stranding site on the day before and the day of the stranding
of this individual was 15-16 °C. It was estimated that the ocean
current (at a depth of 50 m) around the stranding site on the day
before and on the day of the stranding of this individual flowed
from the open ocean toward the beach, and the wind was also
blowing toward the beach. This individual is thought to have
weakened or died during its stay in the low water temperature
environment, flowed towards shore and stranded.
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FIL K> T B s hcimdicifAE n T b h iz,
AEPRIC BT 2 HEDERIGHEHC R L D& D 5155
N, GHOBSENSNBEEROMEZTT> /2. REKD
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Fig. 1. An individual of Mola alexandrini (>2 m estimated total length) was found stranded on the beach at Aikawa Oura, Sado City,

Niigata Prefecture, Japan, on 26 May 2021. Photographed by Minsyuku Takimoto on 26 May 2021.

FERR G2 Z—, 2012 ; EHFE A, 2017; Sawai et al., 2017,
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Fig. 2. An individual of Mola alexandrini (same individual as in Fig.1). A: whole body. B: dorsal part of body. Arrows indicate diag-
nostic characters for the species (head bump, chin bump, and rounded clavus margin). Photographed by Sado Regional Promotion

Bureau (Niigata Prefectural Government) on 27 May 2021.
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