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Two specimens (50.5 and 73.5 mm standard length) of the

Round Scorpionfish Neomerinthe erostris (Alcock, 1896) (Scor-
paenidae), distributed in the Indo-West Pacific, were collected
from Tosa Bay (Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku) and off Fuka-shima
island, northern Hyuga-nada (Oita Prefecture, Kyushu). In Japa-
nese waters, N. erostris has previously been recorded only from
Kagoshima and Okinawa prefectures. Therefore, the present
specimens, described herein in detail, represents the second Jap-
anese records of the species and the first records from Kochi and
Oita Prefectures. In addition, the specimen from off Fuka-shima
island is regarded here as the northernmost record for the spe-
cies.
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Fig. 1. Preserved specimens of Neomerinthe erostris from southern Japan. A: BSKU 56207, 73.5 mm SL, Tosa Bay (Kochi Prefec-
ture); B: KAUM-I. 300189, 50.5 mm SL, northern Hyuga-nada (off Fuka-shima island, Oita Prefecture).

TH5. AWFRICITT S HEHOHIFAIC DUV T ld Iwatsuki
etal. (2017) IC L7zh > 7z,

Neomerinthe erostris (Alcock, 1896)
Y79 AhYd
(Fig. 1; Table 1)

1A 2 {f{k (50.5 and 73.5 mm SL) : BSKU 56207, {A
735 mm, T (MR 0% 22 BB AT b1k
BT, JEHELHE, 2001 4F 8 H 23 H ; KAUM-L 300189, f{A
£ 50.5 mm, Ko7 BRI TLH LR S b (32°42'N,
131°55'E), 7K 100 m, JEKE, REFAIIL, 2000 427 H 5 H.
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%. MR EREALIZIIC IR 10 & IS HERAR T AN D I i
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g ELECED, M, 3 XTI & D %75 O AR NI A IC
BbONs. MBI E 750, Wi, E, BRUREOLE
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Neomerinthe erostris from southern Japan.

BSKU 56207 KAUM-I. 300189
Standard length (SL; mm) 73.5 50.5
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays XII, 9 XII, 9
Pectoral-fin rays (left/right sides) 18/18 18/18
Anal-fin rays III, 5 III, 5
Scale rows in longitudinal series 35 36
Pored lateral-line scales 24 24
Scale rows in above lateral line 4 4
Scale rows below lateral line 10 10
Scale rows between 6th dorsal-fin spine base and lateral line 4 4
Scale rows between last dorsal-fin spine base and lateral line 5 5
Pre-dorasal scale rows 6 6
Gill rakers (upper + ceratohyal + hypobranchial = total) 5+8+3=16 5+8+3=16
Measurements (as % of SL)
Body depth 38.4 37.2
Body width 19.6 18.4
Head length 50.9 473
Snout length 12.4 10.5
Orbit diameter 143 14.7
Interorbital width between middle of eye 6.5 6.1
Interorbital width between preocular spine bases 6.1 5.7
Head width 17.8 15.2
Upper-jaw length 242 232
Maxillary depth 7.5 6.9
Between tips of opercular spines 8.2 83
Postorbital length 27.0 25.0
Pre-dorsal-fin length 42.4 41.2
Pre-anal-fin length 73.2 70.0
Pre-pelvic-fin length 42.0 38.2
1st dorsal-fin spine length 7.4 10.1
2nd dorsal-fin spine length 17.0 15.0
3rd dorsal-fin spine length 21.8 19.8
4th dorsal-fin spine length 22.6 20.0
5th dorsal-fin spine length 20.0 17.4
11th dorsal-fin spine length 9.0 6.7
12th dorsal-fin spine length 12.1 13.1
Longest doral-fin soft ray length 21.1 18.4
1st anal-fin spine length 8.0 7.1
2nd anal-fin spine length 22.4 20.8
3rd anal-fin spine length 19.0 16.4
Longest anal-fin soft ray length 23.1 21.4
Pectoral-fin length 30.6 28.5
Pelvic-fin spine length 16.9 15.4
Longest pelvic-fin soft ray length 25.4 24.0
Caudal-fin length 29.8 27.9
Caudal-peduncle length 17.0 18.4
Caudal-peduncle depth 10.6 9.7
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KRS & BRI/ NS RN D 5. BB iE
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& EHICHIET S, HfEld BSKU 56207 TIEE 2-9
IR R LI OISEIEA0EL, KAUM-L 300189 Tld %
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et al., 2015; Mohapatra et al., 2016 ; & | « A4, 2018). H
AREND 5 3RV SRR SRR N ZIE, hREEIR T
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M LERE DRI, RE O CTIERRMIC K D ERESN
THO, MG HERFEHICHIIIL T0a. 2Dy,
AL TIIERE D 5155 NIAEA AR WS A L FRRLER
E LTS . HMILEEGEAE, ChEX RO Mt
FRTdH > T N SR N ZIE D B LR 2% 150 km 55
LR 2%,
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Bl pkaesR b Lt TS B INE el - AIERESIC R
% 70— IDVEBEMFAIIER, BIUERERFDOI v
T VEBIIG R (BEMBZHRLE U THEYEX
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