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A single specimen (287.4 mm standard length) of the Pacific

Insular Grouper Epinephelus insularis Nakamura and Moto-
mura, 2021 (Perciformes: Epinephelidae), mainly distributed
around oceanic islands in the western Pacific Ocean, was collect-
ed from off the Sata Peninsula, Kagoshima Prefecture, southern
Kyushu, Japan. In Japanese waters, E. insularis has previously
been recorded from the Osumi, Ryukyu, and Ogasawara islands.
Therefore, the present Sata specimen, described here in detail,
represents the northernmost record for the species. Because E.
insularis is very similar to Epinephelus areolatus (Forsskal,
1775) and Epinephelus japonicus (Temminck and Schlegel,
1843) morphologically in Japan, detailed comparisons of the
three species were made and a key to the three species was given
in this study.

INZERLY F1NZ & (Epinephelidae; Epinephelus) D' 7k
173\ Epinephelus insularis Nakamura and Motomura, 2021
&, FICHKRFFEDBBEEIC ML, HAEWNICBWT
WKBRFERS, BREKFIE, BXO/DNEREEDNSEREIN
TW% (Nakamura and Motomura, 2021). N R H/NN\X (X
2021 FEICHFEC I S N B LA, Epinephelus chlorostigma
(Valenciennes in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1828) (FI{FiX- >/

REEICnT ZFEICHEH) OPHMDFRTHEN TV eRY
F 7\ Epinephelus japonicus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843)
LIRFEE T Wiz (Nakamura and Motomura, 2021). Z D

7e®, ERE - BEMICK UZ RN Z LR TN
ZIFEFIENZ T ENEL, EHIC, HAMEMTIEAAE
> INZ Epinephelus areolatus (Forsskal, 1775) hVifj fifi & §5[A]
EEND T EWKETREDE A > 2 —3y b R ET
R2I5N%.

2021 4 6 H 14 HIC UM el OLiE 9 5 8 I S IR KRS
SOEZ ST 1 RO R INZ BTNz, AR
KA AT D S D S DD T DicERE S T mdbRRES
BERBIHTTICET S, iz, HAEMTIAREN
NZEFUT BRI EFNZ LI T ENZ EDHAIE
BICOWTEMaZH T 50, MBREREIER L.

mHEAE

%+ EH )7 7% 1Z Randall and Heemstra (1991) IC U 7z
Molz., EEAEIIAREEZIZSL &KL, KZHBOF
HE /) FAZHNT 0.1l mm OFEETHE I -7, *bn
INZ OEEERR O RO ORI, FEE T iR & NIk
A (KAUM-L 157633) D75 —HHIZHD . EARDIE
B, 8RR, Y, BRXUOREEGEEAR (2009) ICHELL
Too REREHICHOWIEARZ, EVREREESTI YA
(KAUM) IZfEENTED, FadO4EMRr 05 HIX[F A
DT —=ZN=RICBFHEINTV D, &, ARICHT 55
BR%I| B 1%, Motomura and Matsunuma (2022: fig. 5.2) I L 7=
WO S A ZHNED S NEILFESICT TORP & L.

Epinephelus insularis Nakamura and Motomura, 2021
K& =VAVAY
(Figs. 1, 2A—F, Table 1)

1A KAUM-L 157633, {Af 287.4 mm, [ LB IRAF
JEAS KBBR8 S iih CREE B2 it ;
31°03'N, 130°45'E), /K¥E20m, £90, 202146 H 14 H,
KRR,

R (kIR AmICRORIET, AEmdawv. &
W b EHEEETICAT T ER L, ZTh b RIER
JEFBIC I TREOINS NRE S 5. B SRR D b7k
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimen of Epinephelus insularis from the Sata Peninsula, southern Kyushu, Japan (KAUM-I. 157633, 287.4 mm SL).

TSI, AIERIE N S RSS2 TR
FEL, MREEECHSH SATF TS U THRh & P17, Z2Th
BIHEREIC T T RRE L T2i%, REEFUKIS T TR
KK EAY 3. BRIZEMET, BEfLIERRiE% A iRV
MIEZ%E 9%, Sl 20 Ciil, HROFRONT IO
B9 %. HismLZIEFIET, BRI ZaL, ®EfLid
B ICRORME. 1m0 T, HEIERE V. B3
bl RO HRE MEICAIE S 5. FEShRER & O
BITICAIE S 5. WEIERREY. SRR THEV.
AR A RIS IR T, AN IEMDOEL DX H KR
EARNE & ot e U S e RSV AN i ) 7 3% N Ay i
%9 %, PRI AES D DT, AT & R H D —FB
k. TR, HRE WSO, 5 K OB RS I k.
HRIZe R TT, MEEERER LT & BRI I T Ok
fnchiiE S 5. EiERMI SRR K D1y, TERRR
Uil B SRR K D BT IC TN T NALE T 5. T HERR
DIEFEEINAR, BIRERSEAIMRIE A ZHT 5. &
TRIZER 1R 528 4 BIC DI TIRRICE SR, 2B 4 |
S 1N BRI TIRRICH S 5%, REEHERS GB7
R IIREHHEME O BV, MIEER Finl XS iEieil L
DI&ST, MBERLR M3 RS E_ AT Z e L&
5. Mg, RinldiTEES O WREE MbTic
&S %, RIS EEEN L D RTICIIEL, IREES
SHRSRIIRM & BENE TN S . 7T A TEREIE R R IZATFTIC
BELRW. BRGNS IE 2 WoRaE My, Bk
JEE PR TS 11 SR E M Z NENNLET 5.
T ERRIEEE 1 B D3 3 BRIC I TR ICEL 2%, g
SREBIRIIALAZ T T 5. RIEIIBBED ERRNZETE.

&% oty (Fig 1) — sk, &, 3X0%
BEICIEFL K D/ NEWFHBEHENEAE L, /INEDRID A aE)
7 EMERRRZTERR T B, INREESATRISGEWIBIRT, 1k
DO & EHAHE ORI IHERDOH K O /NE S ALAZHT
%. —HRD/NBEIEEWICEDN S, WEFmES, g5,
Hafig, KX UCREE FO/NEIZE NN 5. RS
fx, Mgk, & URERREHOVEHAIRISEIRSNS.

a9 TEREE (HAR, i, A Ry 7, —Za—
ALRZT, BRUOII/axT7) LT B I)VilBCHH
9% (Nakamura and Motomura, 2021). HAREWNICIH T
RS TR, FAI3E (ODZBERYE), &
FEREE (BEKRE), NEILGES, BXO/INERRE (5
MEEEERENTE D (Nakamura and Motomura, 2021 ; N,
2021), ARWFZEIC K D Bz TN EE O KB B 2 i
LRl E N,

B AEAIITHERESD X, 16, BEERESH L, 8,
WafEHR S B 18, MEFIMEED 120, FafiiAIEAY 23, i
W<, REISH T 2K5 0 35.8 %, BlERENILAZ
WO 5%, RENBIET, BECHOAEHRND 2, B
K UMLK D /INE VMG TBED RS, KAl B XK UHKE
DOEMICHEIEL, MEBRKZIENT 2 T & 7% EDORHEN
Nakamura and Motomura (2021) Dl #k L 7z ¥ R 13\ &
Epinephelus insularis DFARE —H LTzt DAL FE TN
7c.

INXTIKASN TV R INZ DO FiRdEkE [5)
] OBITRLIGED TH 2728, AEAREIAFED FNIC
B30 TORERE S CIcomltiRidEk L 2 5. &5,
CNETOH 1 FHEOHPHEICK O R/ INZIIHAJE L
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S C IR IS 0D /KPR 100-300 m FTR DA ISR LT
W5 EDPLMICE>TED, AFEOAEREHEMZ 7
RIUIH S M TR > TWIEWE DD, FLREAEA RO
27208 < 20 % N EFEOKEE 20 m Hi TR S Nz
», B X SEFENTERCLXOHBELEEDEERXD
ns.

RRONNZ EBFERUE (RVvEFN\EZ - FFEVN
%) EDFERIREDIRES

Nakamura and Motomura (2021) (& Epinephelus chlorosti-
gma HETERED T ARG Z B8 220, BN ER

Table 1. Counts and measurements of Epinephelus insularis
from the Sata Peninsula, southern Kyushu, Japan.

KAUM-IL. 157633

Standard length (SL; mm) 287.4

Counts
Dorsal-fin rays XL, 16
Anal-fin rays 111, 8
Pectoral-fin rays 18
Pelvic-fin rays | )
Lateral-line scales 120
Longitudinal scale series 53
Gill rakers (upper + lower) 8+15

Measurements (% SL)
Head length 38.6
Snout length 11.9
Body depth 35.8
Body width 154
Orbit diameter 5.8
Interorbital width 8.0
Suborbital depth 4.7
Upper-jaw length 16.7
Caudal-peduncle depth 11.6
Caudal-peduncle length 18.4
Pre-dorsal-fin length 36.4
Pre-anal-fin length 71.0
Pre-pelvic-fin length 41.6
Dorsal-fin base length 62.0
Ist dorsal-fin spine length 6.3
2nd dorsal-fin spine length 11.5
3rd dorsal-fin spine length 13.7
4th dorsal-fin spine length 13.9
Sth dorsal-fin spine length 13.0
6th dorsal-fin spine length 12.4
7th dorsal-fin spine length 11.8
8th dorsal-fin spine length 11.2
9th dorsal-fin spine length 11.0
10th dorsal-fin spine length 10.9
11th dorsal-fin spine length 10.7
Longest dorsal-fin ray length 14.5
Anal-fin base length 18.3
1st anal-fin spine length 4.7
2nd anal-fin spine length 8.8
3rd anal-fin spine length 10.4
Longest anal-fin ray length 19.3
Pectoral-fin length 24.0
Pelvic-spine length 11.5
Pelvic-fin length 19.0

T F NI U THERET & T 7z E. chlorostigma
W3 FEDIRIEL TV &S MIC L, E insularis
(EHEfIS < R NN & FISTHARTPRIC 9 R) &
#, UK E. chlorostigma D4 & TN T Wz Serranus
areolatus japonicus Temminck and Schlegel, 1843 7% E. japo-
nicus (FEHEFIZ R T2 FNE W7 I T7ICnf) L LT
B2 R UFHRLER, E. chlorostigma &4 > REEFEERIC D
HofaT B Rz, UL, HREAIKBNTYER
TN Z EJERE - BRI K S EIZ R T FNZIIKIR E
LTRFAENTVWE T ENZL, EHIC, AAEUNZE
areolatus LM & DIRFMNRZITENDG. ZDD, K
TRARRET— X EELE | HFHEOBISHEA, Craig et al.
(2011), jifigE (2013), 35K UF Nakamura and Motomura (2021)
BRI ROIINZ ERTEFNR, AT NZOFH]
e L, SROMBREZIER LT,

ZOFEE, IARINZIILTORHEICK D RV 2F
INZEFFENZEHAEND T EDHLMTE > T,
RS BNER 16 (FRIC 17) [RuteF:nxiF 17, +
FEUNZIF 1518 GHE 16-17)], HEFIIEEA 114-132
R+ NZIE 101-119, AT NRIF 95-120), FAfE
B 2124 [(GRYEFNZIF 2326, AT NZIF
22-26 G 23-25)], REENEIL T, BABHAAEIRMN
OBV E RN H S R T NZIIEEDALA
ZHUOBEIET, Bkl HEMRIEERY, AT NZITE
BE L BBARISEWIEIRT, EHMARD, BEITRWY
HEMAH 5 (WETRmERRS THBISGEWEIR],
/NG EBENEERES, Al BRUREOREITHEEL, ME
BREIERT 2 R NZIGHES, Bz < A,
B R UMfiEZ bk < SIEICHEE L, MERNEZIEKT 5, F
FE NZIFHES, A (R OB Dm0 E LAV,
BRORIEIHET 20, MERRIZTER T 20k & Uk
WARDMEAET 5], BRTEMOBERA/NE L, BEfL K
D/NEW RTEFNZIINEL, BLIO/NEW (G4
TREAXOREVHEHSNS D, WEICHNHEIIYIC
INELT5D), AF'TUNZIHEBIREL, 2L OHMD
BALEORKZWVE LEFEK] &, ERENICBWT
AAEUNZEH A EERRZIER L, RIEOEENH
BTHZTEMNEHELTHVENTWE BIZIE,
fie, 1997, 2013 ; FEF, 2008 ; /Nph, 2011 ; #ipH - Hrdf,
2015). UL, AA4E D NZIEARMOBE A H IR 2%
SEVARE LT 578 (A, RFEXKT— X 1 Fig. 28, T,
V, W), HARELAENZOBICONTIE G2 B
CRIRENDD. £, AXEINZORIERBOAM
WU EREEIRF DN IR 1 K B NANZRREC X O RBHIRIC
5T HBH7D, MOREICHEL THENSRETH 5.
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Epinephelus insularis
(Jpn. name: Mahoroba-hata)

Epinephelus japonicus
(Jpn. name: Hoseki-hata)

Epinephelus areolatus
(Jpn. name: Omon-hata)

Fig. 2. Fresh specimens of (A—F) Epinephelus insularis, (G-L) E. japonicus, and (M=Y) E. areolatus. A: KAUM-I. 160193, 220.2
mm SL; B: KAUM-I. 110147, 359.3 mm SL; C: KAUM-I. 143194, 373.4 mm SL; D: KAUM-I. 149780, 391.2 mm SL; E:
KAUM-I. 69393, 460.0 mm SL; F: KAUM-I. 142161, 475.6 mm SL; G: KAUM-I. 54978, 58.2 mm SL; H: KAUM-I. 121709,
296.0 mm SL; I: KAUM-I. 62300, 378.0 mm SL; J: KAUM-I. 62323, 378.9 mm SL; K: KAUM-I. 132531, 383.1 mm SL; L:
KAUM-I. 121736, 411.0 mm SL; M: KAUM-I. 162900, 39.6 mm SL; N: KAUM-I. 154291, 57.6 mm SL; O: KAUM-I. 169917,
84.1 mm SL; P: KAUM-I. 120422, 96.5 mm SL; Q: KAUM-I. 120427, 150.6 mm SL; R: KAUM-I. 161443, 160.8 mm SL; S:
KAUM-I. 131107, 171.9 mm SL; T: KAUM-I. 97963, 217.6 mm SL; U: KAUM-I. 121713, 280.0 mm SL; V: KAUM-I. 142666,
307.5 mm SL; W: KAUM-I. 62328, 331.7 mm SL; X: KAUM-I. 121820, 363.0 mm SL; Y: KAUM-I. 124594, 383.9 mm SL.

REANNZ EAXREFLUE (RIVEFNR - FFEVN
%) DRERR

la. (RAUOPERIIEREL, ZLIDWEALIDRENBL
CERXK; BiEZEIEL L BBARISLVWEIRT, k
BHRZ (AafkE 100 mm DL FO/NEEKCIEmEEIE R
S5FMBISEVIEIRTH 5 T LBV | RIEHBIC I
DA NESK AN SR I ) i< Tl AN 5 SO
................................................. F AT IR Epinephelus areolatus

Ib. ARIOHERIE/NE <, BELEK D/NEW; EEEIZETE
RfE#HHICHEHDEY, & LIIEHVEERDD S ;
FEICHERN DD, B U IEAIAWE oo 2

2a. RAEG B EFRNZEIE T, BRIV ETER
NH 5 ; MFEICHHMIZIERN D 5 5 IRIEENICHE DT
% 5 BB 16 (FRIT 17) e
.................................................. IRININZ Epinephelus insularis

2b. RIEREEDAAZT T ZEIL T, B HEOR
MR 5 KIS OBERUS AN § (AR RV | 1 iE
HIRSEE T o, R FINZ Epinephelus japonicus

HBIEE
9N Fig. 2 1T MR OREAG EL 72 45
x A & 27\ R Epinephelus areolatus : KAUM-I. 62328,
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AR 3317 mm, FEVLEIR P 2K Eh CRBERE S
), #90, 201446 A 11 H, KAUM fafiF— L (74
RO BTN THEA)  KAUM-L 97963, A 217.6
mm, FERERKMEESEASM, $90, 201742 H 21
H, M W5k (VLS ih desse i i i THEA) |
KAUM-L. 120422, {&E 96.5 mm, = &I 25 i f T,
KEE3m, $90, 2018 48 H 17 H, #& NIEE ; KAUM-
1. 120427, 1A E 150.6 mm, B LR FRIEBZ AT, /K
w3m, $90, 201848 H 30 H, HAHEF; KAUM-L
121713, 1A 280.0 mm, FEWEE, 890, 2018 4 10 A
18 H, FRRFEE (S i b o 72 o 45 SRR T 85 Tl
A) s KAUM-L 121820, 1AE 363.0 mm, JEJERmE XD
FHIAEIHT, JKZESm, $90, 2018410 H 28 H, HAT
T5F 5 KAUM-L. 124594, 1k E 383.9 mm, VB &
DEMAFIOAT, JKEE 1020 m, 2018 4F 12 H 16 H, HiAf
T s KAUM-L 131107, {AE 171.9 mm, PR aEac s
TFANHET, 2019455 H 28 H, ke M GEFHINT D/h5E
JETHEA) - KAUM-L 142666, {4 307.5 mm, g
MR, 2020455 H 6 H, kSt GBEHH OV
FHOMf)ETHA) ; KAUM-L 154291, {AE 57.6 mm,
FERBRERSHMNS R (BB, /KE10-30
m, FHE, 2021 43 H 23 H, M 3 - Kunto Wibowo °
Byeol Jeong + 548 H] « H)I[FE— - HIPEJH ; KAUM-L
161443, AL 160.8 mm, [ WIS UREE LS it /7 (2
WE), KEES-10m, $0, 2021410 H 15 H, HAHH
- ; KAUM-L 162900, fKE 39.6 mm, iR S R S
AERET AR (BIREE), /KiE2-30m, T, 2021 4
11 A25H, ¥k 22 - Byeol Jeong - JJFASH] « HI[HE— -
AR « BB A7 KAUM-L 169917, {4 84.1 mm,
R E AR G, K2 m, 890D, 2022 46
H 23 H, AT

R NINZ Epinephelus insularis © KAUM-1. 69393 (E.
insularis DINT 2 AT, KE 460.0 mm, EREE NS
FIEIZEdt, #90, 201542 7 21 H, Hd -4
gk - K M (RS TR EIFe i G i Tl A |
KAUM-L. 110147 (E. insularis DR 1A% A7), {KE 3593
mm, ISR RREEE BT BifE, 2017 4F 10 H 29 H,
mLEHE FETFENO/NEETHEA) | KAUM-L 142161
(E. insularis DI)NT 2 A ), {KE 475.6 mm, R EE -
ASHIEMY B, K 180m, 90, 202044 H 18 H,
i) BRI (EEMHAEO TS CTHEA) | KAUM-L 143194
(E. insularis DINT XA ), {KE 373.4 mm, JEREE
71T A B RS B, JKEE 120-130 m, #D, 2020 4F 6 H
15 H, mi/lIFEHI (BEETAEHEO TS CTHA) ; KAUM-L
149780, ALK 3912 mm, FEVERAFERERIENEHT,
JKEE 140m, $90, 2021 451 H 19 H, AJFEKMSH KAUM-L
160193, {A£ 220.2 mm, JfEVE B IRAR ST 0 NEEh (e

ERESRERE), /KE80m, HH, 202149 H2 H,
V=1

R 7 Y F N\ & Epinephelus japonicus : KAUM-1. 54978,
AL 58.2 mm, JELERAREASHREFHTRREF I CRIERE S
7R, /K25 m, EiEM, 201345 23 H, @LE
2% ; KAUM-L 62300, {A£ 378.0 mm, JEVLERpPEZE
miE .z ORGSR T5), $0, 201446 H 14 H,
KAUM fafi 7 — L (B 2REOHS THA) | KAUM-L
62323, A 378.9 mm, JENLSURPE 2 EKHTH 2 CRRE
ST, $90,2014 £ 6 H 9 H, KAUM S — L (74
2 REOTIETHEA) ; KAUM-L 121709, {A£ 296.0 mm,
JERISE, $90, 2018410 A 18 H, HAHEF (IR
i ElFe i TG T ; KAUM-L 121736, (AR
411.0 mm, FENLSUR KRG S EA R, 2018 4210 A 19
H, Wk RS R Ese i e i A
KAUM-I. 132531, {AE 383.1 mm, JEREE KRS
B, 2019429 A 3 H, WA (RS bR
TG ST THEA).

E I

AROBEICKR LT, BRERARZRRMOKE AT
ZERL O JERERRREG & TOREBAL) O ITREBEICIE
RUREEAD AFICERL C T hvwieizE, BRalawtkni/ik
FEOHT I, FER SR ARSI YRR O w5
K, BRSSO fRZIECHETEHE
< DM NE I HBEAZFE L T liniz, £k,
R B R BRI O RS V7 4 7 ORIEE E L[
YRR SED T AR B DI 75 & KITIFKEARDIER - B8k
KIELTEKRES T 1Z2E -7, ERORGIH L Ichthy
Mt 22 B O & HANARIC B AR U CGEYy A S 20 i
Ewic, Ll <ICEEHB L LT 5. AL E
B RABEUEEED THYLE « BRERS B O HRFHE R
MAE7T Oy 7 b O—BRE U TrbNiz., RFJEIE
WESR ARG SRR D THERE - FiEkI SO ML 1R
MRET O 7 b O—BE LT rbhiz. AWEO—
I AR A N H AR HRE AR [0 TR 2 —
D7 LY R— b, JSPS BHFE (20H03311 « 21H03651),
JSPS WHEMULRTE N ERE— B 727 « 7 7 U A2 R
%A (CREPSUM JPJSCCB20200009), 35 X U IR B K%
DIy g YR ERE (EEFSZTLE L T
Ve sbo kMR & TSR] OFHMIREET
V) OEBZEZTT.
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