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Jumpei Nakamura, Hiroyuki Tsuchida and Hiroyuki Motomura. 2024. Third Jap-
anese record of the Javelin Grunt Pomadasys kaakan (Perciformes: Haemulidae)
from the east coast of Osumi Peninsula, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. Ichthy, Natu-
ral History of Fishes of Japan, 43: 1-4.

A single specimen (346.6 mm standard length) of the Javelin

Grunt Pomadasys kaakan (Cuvier, 1830) (Perciformes: Haemul-
idae), distributed in the Indo-West Pacific, was collected from
the east coast of Osumi Peninsula, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan.
In Japanese waters, P. kaakan has previously been recorded only
two specimens from the west coast of Satsuma Peninsula, Ka-
goshima Prefecture. Therefore, the present specimen represents
the third record of the species from Japan.
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Pomadasys kaakan (Cuvier, 1830)
bR R G o
(Figs. 1, 2; Table 1)
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimen of Pomadasys kaakan from the east coast of Osumi Peninsula, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan (KAUM-I.
164405, 346.6 mm SL).

Fig. 2. Photograph of alive condition of Pomadasys kaakan in aquarium tank, taken on 10 Dec. 2021 (KAUM-I. 164405, 346.6 mm
SL).
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(McKay, 2001; Hata et al., 2015). HAREMNIC BV CIZFEE
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Pomadasys kaakan from Japanese waters.

this study Hata et al. (2015) Fujiwara et al. (2020)
KAUM-IL. 164405 KAUM-I. 67816 KAUM-I. 142200
Osumi Peninsula Satsuma Peninsula Satsuma Peninsula
Standard length (mm) 346.6 483.0 513.0
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays XII, 14 XII, 14 XII, 14
Anal-fin rays 111, 7 111, 7 111, 7
Pectoral-fin rays 17 17 17
Pelvic-fin rays L5 L5 L5
Pored lateral-line scales 48 49 48
Caudal-peduncle scales 20 20 20
Gill rakers 4+12=16 6+12=18 5+13=18
Measurements (%SL)
Greatest body depth 33.6 30.8 333
Body width 17.2 14.5 15.0
Head length 34.0 322 325
Snout length 11.9 11.5 11.5
Orbit diameter 5.7 5.0 5.5
Pupil diameter 2.4 2.3 2.3
Interorbital width 10.6 9.2 9.8
Suborbital depth 8.0 7.2 7.4
Preorbital width 10.0 9.2 9.8
Caudal-peduncle depth 10.2 9.0 8.9
Caudal-peduncle length 23.8 22.0 23.5
Pre-dorsal-fin length 39.7 39.0 38.0
Pre-anal-fin length 70.4 67.7 68.0
Pre-pelvic-fin length 36.3 33.6 347
Upper-jaw length 10.3 8.5 10.8
First dorsal-fin spine length 2.8 0.9 2.0
Second dorsal-fin spine length 5.8 4.6 4.3
Third dorsal-fin spine length 17.7 11.2 14.0
Fourth dorsal-fin spine length 17.5 14.2 13.9
Fifth dorsal-fin spine length 15.8 12.3 12.2
Eleventh dorsal-fin spine length 6.3 43 4.9
Twelfth dorsal-fin spine length 7.8 6.5 7.0
Longest dorsal-fin soft ray length damaged 10.9 11.4
Spinous dorsal-fin base length 31.2 29.2 31.5
Soft dorsal-fin base length 19.8 19.4 21.2
First anal-fin spine length 3.0 1.9 2.6
Second anal-fin spine length 15.9 11.7 12.3
Third anal-fin spine length 12.2 9.8 9.8
Longest anal-fin soft ray length damaged 11.3 11.5
Anal-fin base length 12.8 12.4 12.5
Caudal-fin length damaged 15.2 16.6
Pectoral-fin length damaged 293 29.0
Longest pectoral-fin ray length damaged 27.6 27.1
Pelvic-fin length damaged 18.5 18.0
Pelvic-fin spine length 13.5 11.3 11.0
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