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Daijiro Yuki, Kiyoshi Hagiwara and Hiroyuki Motomura. 2024. First northwestern
Pacific Ocean record of Festucalex wassi (Teleostei: Syngnathidae) from Amami-os-
hima island, the Ryukyu Islands. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 47: 5-8.

A single specimen (71.3 mm standard length) of a species of

Festucalex was collected from Amami-oshima island, Amami
Islands, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan in October 2009. Subse-
quently, the specimen was identified as Festucalex wassi Daw-
son, 1977 because it has the following characters: superior and
inferior trunk ridges continuous with their respective tail ridges;
lateral trunk ridge straight, ending at 2nd tail ring; 15 trunk
rings; 48 total rings; 16 pectoral-fin rays; pectoral-fin base with
prominent superior and inferior ridges; head length 6.3 in stan-
dard length; snout length 1.6 in head length; ridges of last 1-2
tail rings not modified. The species has previously been recorded
from Indonesia (Irian Jaya) at the equator, and New Caledonia,
Fiji, and Samoa in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Thus, the
present specimen represents the first record of the species from
Japan as well as the first from the northwestern Pacific Ocean.
This specimen was previously reported as Festucalex amaku-
sensis (Tomiyama, 1972) from Amami-oshima island, and it was
the unique record of F. amakusensis from the Ryukyu Islands.
Thus, there are currently no records of F. amakusensis from the
Ryukyu Islands.
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Fig. 1. Preserved specimen of Festucalex wassi (YCM-P 44299, 71.3 mm standard length, Amami-oshima island, Amami Islands, Ka-
goshima Prefecture, Japan). A: lateral view of body; B: dorso-lateral view of body; C: lateral view of head.
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Festucalex wassi.
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FEELCHT T ICRREN 2 A, RENFHED 6314, BHEMD
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DWW TH 3 T &, Dawson (1977, 1985) el #k L 7=
Festucalex wassi DFFICHAQ—E LIz728, AREIC[EE S
NIz, HAPEDEEAZ, KA 48, REEISEA 12,
BRXUBHEMNIED 1.6 f5TH D, Dawson (1977, 1985) /¥
TRUTE(ENZE N 46-47,10, 1.7-1.8 ) L b FMIC 75 >
7z. Dawson (1985) OFFHEGEHME L 6 #5248 & D7 AR EL
IKHDBDTHD, AWK > T EARDOEHAERAIICE
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6.1-6.7 f% (8.0-8.8 fi%), 35K UMIfEILICHT/TIC 2 ARDFFEL

Amami-oshima island Tutuila Island Tutuila Island
YCM-P 44299 Holotype, BPBM 18716 Paratype, BPBM 20235

Standard length (SL; mm) 71.3 68.2 72.6
Counts

Dorsal-fin rays 22 23 22
Pectoral-fin rays 16 16 16
Anal-fin rays 4 4 4
Caudal-fin rays 12 10 10
Subdorsal rings 5.5 5.25 5.25
Trunk rings 15 15 14
Tail rings 33 32 33
Measurements (% of SL)

Head length (HL) 16.0 15.9 16.0
Pre-dorsal-fin length 42.5 41.8 43.0
Trunk length 26.9 26.8 27.4
Tail length 55.8 56.8 56.3
Snout length (SnL) 9.7 8.9 9.2
Snout depth 1.6 1.8 1.5
Anal ring depth 3.6 43 4.0
Body width 3.7 4.0 4.1
Dorsal-fin base length 9.3 9.5 9.7
Pectoral-fin length damaged 2.6 2.6
Pectoral-fin base length 23 2.1 2.4
Caudal-fin length 2.8 2.0 2.3
Measurements (% of HL)

Dorsal-fin base length 58.0 59.8 60.9
Pectoral-fin length damaged 16.0 16.2
Snout length 60.6 55.8 57.4
Orbit diameter 14.5 14.0 13.8
Postorbital length 27.1 324 30.4
Interorbital width 8.4 10.5 8.8
Head width 22.7 25.6 22.9
Measurements (% of SnL)

Snout depth 16.6 20.3 16.8
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et D (BEBRz sk T TlENn5 (Dawson,
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HATEHOREZLRT 5. AWMU ENR SR AHRAITLE
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TS AR OFEHNEAET V) ORIERT .
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