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Two tropical/subtropical species of the family Gobiidae,

Awaous melanocephalus (Bleeker, 1849) and Awaous ocellaris
(Broussonet, 1782), were collected from the Ikejiri River, Atsu-
mi Peninsula, Aichi Prefecture, Honshu, Japan. These specimens
represent the first records of these species in the prefecture. Their
presence is likely due to the incidental transport of larvae by the
Kuroshio Current, which approached the coast of the Atsumi
Peninsula from April to July 2023, associated with the Kuroshio
large meander.
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Fig. 1. Photographs of two gobiid species collected from Ikejiri River, Aichi Prefecture, Japan. A (preserved specimen): Awaous mela-
nocephalus (TMNH-F 2444, 79.3 mm SL); B (fresh specimen): Awaous ocellaris (TMNH-F 2441, 76.9 mm SL). Photographed by
R. Watanabe.

Awaous melanocephalus (Bleeker, 1849)
JA3XFINE
(Fig. 1A; Table 1)
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Awaous melanocephalus collected from the Ikejiri River, Aichi Prefecture, Japan.

Reg. No. TMNH-F-2444 TMNH-F-2445 TMNH-F-2446
Standard length (SL; mm) 79.3 53.4 34.4
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays VI-I, 10 VI-I, 10 VI-I, 10
Anal-fin rays I, 10 I, 10 I, 10
Pectoral-fin rays 17 17 17
Pelvic-fin rays 1,5 1,5 1,5
Transverse scales 14 14 15
Longitudinal scales 53 52 52
Predorsal scales 19 Damaged 18
Measurements as % of SL
Total length 124.8 118.7 120.3
Body depth at 1st dorsal-fin origin 23.2 20.3 21.4
Body depth at 2nd dorsal-fin origin 21.2 19.0 19.1
Head length 29.9 28.7 29.7
Head depth* 20.3 18.2 19.0
Head width* 22.1 19.0 18.3
Snout length 11.9 11.1 9.8
Eye diameter 4.0 4.8 5.9
Caudal-peduncle length 18.6 19.6 18.2
Caudal-peduncle depth 11.5 11.2 11.3
Preanal length 52.5 52.5 50.1

*Measured at preopercle.
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Awaous ocellaris (Broussonet, 1782)
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Table 2. Counts and measurements of Awaous ocellaris collected
from the Ikejiri River, Aichi Prefecture, Japan.

Reg. No. TMNH-F-2441
Standard length (SL; mm) 76.9
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays VI-L, 10
Anal-fin rays I, 10
Pectoral-fin rays 16
Pelvic-fin rays L5
Transverse scales 13
Longitudinal scales 51
Predorsal scales 18
Measurements as % of SL
Total length 122.5
Body depth at 1st dorsal-fin origin 21.5
Body depth at 2nd dorsal-fin origin 19.8
Head length 30.9
Head depth* 19.9
Head width* 22.6
Snout length 12.7
Eye diameter 6.1
Caudal-peduncle length 19.4
Caudal-peduncle depth 13.3
Preanal length 52.1

*Measured at preopercle.
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