Ichthy, Nat. Hist. Fish. Jpn.

ICHTHY

Natural History of Fishes of Japan

?ICI

U T
ITHY$

Natural History

EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY THE KAGOSHIMA UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

ISSN 2435-7715

ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLE

https://www.museum.kagoshima-u.ac.jp/ichthy/articles.html
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/ichthy/-char/ja

FIRBIEAD SFOSNALRER L LBV TV T DR

JRILRHD 2 - EEEEA

Author & Article Info

VORI GRD
d-oyama@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp (corresponding author)

PR A (FRE)

PR ARSI G50

17 December 2024
23 December 2024
Accepted 23 December 2024
Published 25 December 2024
DOI 10.34583/ichthy.50.0_56

Received
Revised

Daichi Oyama and Masahiro Aizawa. 2024. Northernmost record of the seamoth,
Eurypegasus draconis, based on a juvenile specimen from off Nakaminato, Ibaraki
Prefecture, Japan. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 50: 56-58.

In July 1992, a juvenile specimen of the seamoth Eurypega-

sus draconis (Linnaeus, 1766) (Pegasidae) was collected from
off Nakaminato, Ibaraki Prefecture, eastern Japan. The specimen
was characterized by eight tail rings; spine present on dorsal
surface; and dorsal surface of body undulating, with a depres-
sion immediately behind eyes. Eurypegasus draconis is widely
distributed in the Indo-Pacific from Madagascar to French Poly-
nesia and has previously been recorded from Sagami Bay and
southward in Japan. Thus, the present specimen represents not
only the first record from Ibaraki Prefecture, but also the north-
ernmost record of the species. The species is usually found on
sandy or muddy bottoms of shallow waters; however, the present
specimen was collected from seaweeds floating on the seawater
surface offshore. It is possible that juveniles of E. draconis might
attach to seaweed and disperse, but further observations need to
be accumulated.

v7 25 2 7§} Pegasidae Bonaparte, 1831 (& F=1C 10 1R
DOWRIEICHER T /N THY, AHENPEETIT
> 7' J& Eurypegasus Bleeker, 1863 D7 X 7 >/ %7 E. draconis
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Eurypegasus draconis (Linnaeus, 1766)
DEITFVY
(Fig. 1; Table 1)
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Fig. 1. Dorsal (top) and ventral (bottom) views of preserved
specimen of Eurypegasus draconis (ZUMT68998, juvenile,
8.1 mm SL, off Nakaminato, Ibaraki Pref., Japan). Photos by
D. Oyama.
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RDEIET 5.

B/ VITUVITREIZRANVDNSIALERY RV T
KT TORMEEZLA 2 R« KFEVEOENT « Hh BT
IR S 20, NI A GBI REMIED E. papilio
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PP - WAL, 2008 5 JEFIZ A, 2011,2015; HHAE, 2013,
2020 ; T %, 20135 Ki[iE A, 2014 QeI A, 2016;
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BE BIREARIERHD 8 THDT L, AEmHIE
KK EL, ROERICIROMADD S &, mi&EHD
HHEICRD D D &5 EM D, Palsson and Pietsch (1989),
Wine (2013), BX T AH (2014) DRIV I T VT
Eurypegasus draconis DI & X < —B LT le DA & [FH]
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Eurypegasus draconis
from off Nakaminato, Ibaraki Pref., Japan.

ZUMT 68998
Juvenile

Standard length (SL; mm) 8.1
Counts
Dorsolateral plates 3
Ventolateral plates 4
Tail rings 8
Pectoral-fin rays 9
Dorsal-fin rays 5
Anal-fin rays 5
Caudal-fin rays 8
Measurements as % of SL
Body depth 353
Interpectoral width 54.9
Rostrum length 7.9
Maximum rostrum witdth 16.3
Orbit diameter 9.0
Interorbital width 23.2
Carapace length 66.8
Carapace width 66.7
Tail length 29.3
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