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A single juvenile specimen (19.9 mm standard length) of the

Loach Goby, Rhyacichthys aspro, collected from the Kashiratsu-
doi-gawa river, Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, Japan, represents the
first record from Shikoku Island and northernmost record of the
species. The specimen has the following combination of charac-
ters: head dorsoventrally compressed and flat ventrally; small,
inferior mouth; widely separated pelvic fins; pelvic fin spine and
first to fourth soft rays fleshy; presence of lateral line; presence
of infraorbital canal; anterior oculoscapular and preopercular ca-
nals connected, with preopercular canal extending beneath pre-
opercle; most of trunk and caudal peduncle covered with ctenoid
scales; posterior edges of scales on ventral trunk and caudal pe-
duncle slightly detached from body surface; 22 pectoral fin rays;
I, 9 second dorsal fin rays; 16 caudal fin rays; outer row teeth
of upper jaw slightly larger than other teeth; jaw teeth exposed
from fleshy gums. The specimen collected from the prefecture in
this study may have been transported by the Kuroshio Current or
its branches from southern region, and recruited to the Kashirat-
sudoi-gawa river.

v 7N B 2N € # Rhyacichthyidae (&, Protogobius Watson
and Péllabauer, 1998 & Y /N4 7\ |& Rhyacichthys Boulenger,
1901 D2 J@h 5 ik & 11 (Larson, 2011; Hay et al., 2022),
Protogobius 1C1&, Protogobius attiti Watson and Pollabauer, 1998
DIZH, I INTNEEITIE Y 23T NE Rhyacichthys aspro
(Valenciennes, 1837), Rhyacichthys guilberti Dingerkus and Séret,
1992, 5 & U Rhyacichthys novaeguineae Boulenger, 1903 0 3

& E NS (Hay etal, 2022). Protogobius attiti |3 = 2. —
FL R=ZT7DRITHA L (Larson, 2012), VXY NEIZH
KIS AV R TIT T, R novaeguineae (X377
Za—FZT7IC, R guilbertil3=a—H L RZT, RTT
Za—FZ7, ANXTY, VAEVHEBICHMT % (Keith
etal., 2021; Hay et al., 2022).

VONYNER, W OEFREICER L GEAEEE D,
2021), SEEA K HHm L, MEENE L KEL, FhAIC
FARICIEA D, BEEEDS FEARITIE L 70 U CRARIRE 75 & 7
W EOR AT S BCHEEIED, 1984 5 B{ZIE D,
2013 5 WEAEIE A, 2021). AFEDFEINAREIZRIHIEAY, i
MHM LT BHEADTHER TN TEHE D (Montilla, 1931 5 i
M, 2014), WfllEGFEOHKAEEZBNTVS G,
1997 ; WifelZ A, 2021). AfflE, THE THAENTIE
B, BRKE, MRS, S, HEROR TS
nNTna ACED, 20135 3K, 2015). EHANICBIT S
WINOERMTE AROMEALIT DR <, R, ©
PEES i, )ISUE, BoK, SOKE>ER, KEBSKUEHEDG
B, Tav—U ALEOKEEAR EICK D A B OBREE
BEALTED @K, 2015), BWEEHEDOLY RUALT
GG A BICEES N TV S (BREA, 2020).

2023 4 10 HIC @ MR B HET DS INC T, 11d
KDY ISP NE O FEE S Nz, MEETRIZ, TUED
5DOARMEDOYRLEN DT NE TORHEOIIRE A E  HH
TRl LR BT, AR E RIS 5.

MR EFE

EERDEEICDWTIE, RV VIRIEIRIC TITEW,
[ BRI 77 )V 3 — VIKTATRIC TIRAE U T KA 2 35« 3
Uz, BEROGEH - GHAGEIC OV, I EE D,
(1984) & Watson (1992, 1995) icfit > 7=, &t - #HillicD
WA EIZ S e U, WIRFHABEMSE FT7 Y %
)/ FZICT 0.1 mm HATE TEHAIL 72, BEEE AR EIC
DWTIE, EAZEY AT =27 )—T—HRNc g Uil
U Tz, EENRES O/FRC DOV, BB I1EH (1984)
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimen of Rhyacichthys aspro from Kashiratsudoi-gawa river, Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, Japan (TKPM-P 27326, 19.9
mm SL). Photo: T. Ito.

EHACIED (2013) ICfEo Tz, B K U IEIES:, Rk

%%&ﬁﬁ%tﬁwfuﬂmkwﬁﬁ%%mLTHMLR.

FEHEfRE (standard length) & SL & EFd L7z, AWFZEIC

WA, @Eﬁi@%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ(H@Mﬁ)&
LTERENTNS

Rhyacichthys aspro (Valenciennes, 1837)
YINGINE
(Figs. 1-3; Table 1)

A& TKPM-P 27326, 1 {#{A, 19.9 mm SL, & %10E %
ZECRHT, G511, 2023 4F 10 H 18 H, T, HEEFHA.
FE ARAESORHEL - FHAEZ Table 11TR U7z, 1A
FHARZ FRO TR AL T, X Kﬁﬁ%F LM L, 3K
PR & RIEIE PR 5. B K <KW L, &

MEFHTH S, RGN SR EchF T EF U
Z0t%, 2 WERTE T 3IF T TE KD, 2L
M JRIERS X T 20N TRT 5. PRIERIE TSR
o REEFL E TRl & 12T THh D, BIEREL, B
ED 283 % T, SRR LFICAIET 2. WiEo
AL, EFNE LT, EHEEIHIRORGE X O &)
JiTH%. EHE FHEITHMDEREIROENHEL, THh
S5O EAN S #ENT 5. EEHONE IO b &

HEERTRRRE . HiEmfLIZINE T, WEBEH il D% &AL
EFTCAIE L, AL CRROERTICAIET 2. 851
HHEIE =M T, EENIIMEHE B 0D o012 77 D HER |
ICHIET %, 5 2 RGBT & D & 00w/ D
FREICAIE T 5. ALPNSEEE I ORR05IChiiE T 5.
FIEEE IR TR E L, B | HELERIEEBZ 5.
MG IR B L, WARIRIC R DR, IREEDRS:
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27326, 19.9 mm SL). Photo: K. Shono.

Table 1. Counts and morphometric measurements of Rhyacich-
thys aspro (TKPM-P 27326) from Kashiratsudoi-gawa river,
Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, Japan.

Fig. 2. Underwater photograph of Rhyacichthys aspro from Kashiratsudoi-gawa river, Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, Japan (TKPM-P

Standard length (mm) 19.9

Counts
Dorsal fin rays VII-1, 9
Anal fin rays I,9
Pectoral fin rays 22
Pelvic fin rays L5
Caudal fin rays 16
Abdominal vertebrae 11
Caudal vertebrae 17
Total vertebrae 28
Scales in longitudinal series 32
Pored scales on lateral line 10

Measurements as % of standard length
Head length 25.9
Body depth at pelvic fin origin 12.0
Body depth at anal fin origin 13.3
Depth at caudal peduncle 8.6
Length of caudal peduncle 30.5
Predorsal length 37.9
Length of first dorsal fin base 11.7
First dorsal fin length 14.2
Interval between first dorsal fin and second dorsal 96

fin bases ’

Length of second dorsal fin base 9.6
Second dorsal fin length 12.6
Preanal length 58.8
Length of anal fin base 9.3
Anal fin length 13.8
Length of longest ray of pectoral fin 23.0
Snout length 10.3
Eye diameter 73
Postorbital length of head 8.8
Upper-jaw length 7.3

BRUW 1 50 4 MKIIANEICES 5. Ry —
KB, Wiiko 55, 51 g & g7 I3RS TH
D, ZNLSOET & RIS b5, WEilH
K U RN I D DR HFRIMAR D 500l L, <
AYIRE A S, NSRS TH L. AR HERZ & D
n, FRERTHB.

SRR AR T &, BRARIEE TS Lo, m, R
IPRFEET B LA DI E NS, BRI EIR K <5
EL, AiiRERE, fifisE, RMEZLS, §ilREHE
CHIIEE B K U TEA RS 5. Al E A= T
HETTETHEL, FHEmICES S.

R R C ERERS, AR O Ml 5 K O o it
FEHD O it T, B HRERES, AN R AL
HOTH 5. BB K T3NS G O EARUE
L, HROEHTD SWIHS T T 1 ADKOWEEGQORADN D
%. WOBEMHNNE RS EEIEOOHNH O, Ml
DEIBICHOILOIEEHZ D, JRERER & RBIRFRO Hi
SR _EESIS AT T 6 DOENREEOEIRKNH O, Al
I 5 DO OPEDHEY |9 2. Mg LA i
ORI E R B &, AP & 2 DX 5 DR
FrHSIE I ErP RO A ICHE O RN H 5. EEEFLICH T
EREA 5 FRAEFLIERIC N C ORI i I i LIS I et 2
D, REERRICIRVE Ot 2 A9 5. 91 5EE 8
2 154iE, Mafig, NRE, g A EN] T AR 7R <,
BEESRDPRHOD DD, REEERED THEDESRIISE
TH%. Rl LHEDH 2 E5 L5 3 HEER DM OfERII S
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Fig. 3. Diagrams of cephalic sensory system of Rhyacichthys aspro from Kashiratsudoi-gawa river, Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku, Japan
(TKPM-P 27326, 19.9 mm SL). Lateral (left), dorsal (center), and ventral (right) views. ANP, anterior nasal pore; AOC, anterior
oculoscapular canal; IOC, infraorbital canal; PC, preopercular canal; PNP, posterior nasal pore. Gray dots indicate sensory papillae.

WHETH 5.

S HARENTIE, SHREEI ORI, BAE
CKIR, 2003), @wFEKE CKIR, 2003), MHRE (BaAlE
M, 2004), AIEE GERE - fiK, 1980), PHRE (IR
&6, 1975). HA T, B8 (Watanabe, 1972), g S (Li,
2025), 74 VY ikE (Herre, 1927), AR5 (W=
1A, 2013; Hay etal., 2022) IZ07 9 5.

EBRE EAGEE)IOWIERD 480 m (X E RO,
HEK DR 20T 75 KGR 30 em DS TRE S Nz,
PREEIFDIKIRIE 19.9°C ThH > To. PRI & Z DJELAIC
T, WKICK % HEBIS 2920 LT b, BREEE Nz fEikLL
PCATEDE RIFER T Niar o Tz

fBE BISHEAR, FEHELIMFEL, Z0O i
FHTHZ L, OMWNEL, BEHHOTmICOEL T L,
MR TRENT &, EADRIENLL 2HEL, Bigk
BIUHE 1 0SH 4 RKENEICHET 2 &, AN
whdbscl, BMEZED, AilEFE & iz hhH
fid BT &, Ml E DRI Pl E THET S L,
R DK & AT TN s T &, Wi
K USRI OO TEHEB AR D 500 L, <Y
AFRICTEB T &, MEESRBMN 22 THBH T &, 5525k
FRWNLITHBE L, BEFREMN 16 THBHT L, L3
ONFIHMID BT & ERDRDKENT &, BHA I HO R
B BT B T L LW o 25 Dingerkus and Séret
(1992), FH{=iEA (2013), HiH (2014), Hay et al. (2022)
MR U T2 23YNY Rhyacichthys aspro DTERERFH & —
LI, AMICFESNT.

RiTE (2014) i, ERE O IS THIERICH EhTH -
72 19.5 mm SL O /NP NEOHEFDIREZ 5 L T 5.
AL CRIZ U T-REALZ, 19.9mm SL TH 0, #iH (2014)
WS U7 R & AR DR 4 XT, (hEORHE I
LTW5a. Xz, RIFFETBIS LA, ST
<, PRAEFLEEECORET B BUN R & LER TR0 (B

R, 1997 5 BR(ZIE D, 2013 D). X 51T, AL THIZS
LT BEADEE (25.9% SL) (&, Hay et al. (2022) T/RE
NIV NN ORE (99.2-201.1 mm SL) OfEi (19-22%
SL) Xh BRIV, ThUE, R CTEBIE L AL HE
fATHY, BPARIEET, RALHENRZ > T
LHEREN T,

Hay et al. (2022) &, R. aspro & R. guilberti 0 X A 7%
KEEGBHEMOEAR L, R novaeguineae DRI X A 7D
Rzt L, ThooMIicZNZFNBENZZRD
MaRE iz &, YINY B E R guilberti O3 b3V
RU7 DNA OFES RN MENRED bl %
WILE LT, TNE TR aspro DFSHEL{ LI N TV
R. novaeguineae G &3 % LT, Y NYNVEEAIC
R. aspro, R. novaeguineae, R. guilberti D 3 45 %)) 1& 7% 38
fz. £z, R guilberti L TNTN5EOOHIC, Bl
WIS b Uiz 2 Rtk (clade A & clade B) & R H L, clade
AT DWTIE R guilberti & JERERJICES LS % Bl T
BB AREME 2R LTz, Hay et al. (2022) T, W AU NE
I R. novaeguineae & X MEESM LN T & (V28T
4 1 22-23 vs. R. novaeguineae : 20-22), RBIESEHNZ VT
& (16-17 vs. 15), 952 HEMEBNZ N T & (9-10 vs.
8), HERT/TIRBD DI T & (8-10 vs. 15-17) T, R
guilberti £ 1355 2 WEEMEBMD Z 0T & (VR NE !
9-10 vs. R. guilberti:8-9), H5figHi /7 E M 7m T & (8-10
vs. 11-15), BHEMNE W & (19-22% SL vs. 21-25% SL)
TENEN@RINREE Uz, T 51T, g SO R T
NG 3HZARICERTE 5 & Lz, /2L, cnso
WHIEE, ENTNOMADEADBIZICH DNV THIR
ENEDTHB. —/5, AR THRELEATE, i
WD & F5 0 HEENTTEEDAFEET, BE L SL OOV
TERADMEE RIE>TWEEeEZ LN, LL, AR
TECBI LT AR, WfESRE 22, RIESEDY 16, 5
2 RSB 9 LWV o IIPRERI 2 e & D2 &b
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R. novaeguineae & \ITLHEMIC 7%, ZF 7z, Dingerkus and
Séret (1992) Tl&, R. guilberti \Z, A & WA eI HE
BTHBT e INYNETIRHZ WA @D S HPFEEZEDSR
BT, BHOELN T ESD), #1SENEAT, D
BoOWHEmZzE DI & WlMZE D), &2 15k L ZlE,
g, Mo LI —RRIC A TR RN T & Gtttz
£D), WIEMNSL D 124% Th 5T & (10.3-11.0% SL),
HHERTRMN SL D 362% TH B & (34.9-354% SL),
1 IEERLEEMD SL 0 20.0% TH 3 T & (16.0-17.2% SL),
B SL 0 20.0% TH 5 T & (13.0-14.7% SL), BfigkL
JEEMSL 0 222% THSBZ & (16.0-17.2% SL), &
MSL D 13.0% TH3T & (9.3-10.9%SL), EHDI b
DREESHZNLNOH EFRRETHZ T & GIAskbMtt
DHITHERTREV) LWV RMIC K > TY Y EE
FAIA[EE L LT 5. Dingerkus and Séret (1992) Tl, <
NSITHIA, R guilberti 1%, HEHME AN HED B HBIC % < H#H
RITBELTVS. INHDH B, FHIEEIC DV T,
Hay et al. (2022) ICC, Wiflf CAEMHEERENT, K
(1997) ICHBWTEH, FHUTEEIREICIIEARDIREES AL
RICKOERND S T & 5Z DA DN THRTD
L LTWa., AT L EARZ, LHON
MO & HERTRORARKEWT & (R guilberti TIE3XT
[EIF2)E ; Dingerkus and Séret, 1992), bk /Y i 56 0D Kz & 46
Mo 5 (FEHICHE SR % | Dingerkus and
Séret, 1992), HA (@HIR) THEINEIE (Za—7h
LRZ7, T 7 Za—F=7, N\XT7Y, VAt bk
1257419 % ; Dingerkus and Séret, 1992; Hay et al., 2022) 70 5,
R. guilberti LIEHER KU HMNEIR D, T ORARZ YV INY
NEERE L.

Hay et al. (2022) Ti&, MR & LU THA LY 3T NNE
OREM AL LT, WE - KdPEEMENRENTNS
(Hay et al., 2022: figs. 1,4). LA L, Hay et al. (2022) Tf#
HENIZAAREDY NS NEIX, 752 Z[EN RSB
fEASEREA (MNHN-IC) & LTI EN TV A EEED
HEEEI N AR (MNHN-IC-1987-1206) OHTH D,
Hay et al. (2022) O figs. 1, 4 TIIPHEES DA DEREEH T &
LTRENTWVRNT &5, Hay et al. (2022) D figs. 1, 4
TEE--BEBANEZTERE LR L L HlrE Nz,
L7eo T, RIS K > TEHIED SR E N7 BEAN
PUENC 38U B Flcsh DA O IRG kL 75 5.

WVISYNEIE, WS ETSHANERIN TN
M5 (Montilla, 1931 5 HifH, 2014), W[4
HZEDEEZLNTNS EAR, 1997 ; Hlfige, 2021).
Af L [FEICE S % R guilberti 1, Will[RENE T, #4930
HE O iRz € DT LichnA (Tabouret et al., 2014;
Keith et al., 2021), Y )NYN\Y DGO E (Hay et al.,
2022 D) B E, AR O RO 4 vE T

L5, FHEFDHRIC K DEAS N, 7HL T2 AlEEE
MWEWEEZOND. T, HAENTAMOHELEEL T
WA AREMED RSN TS DD (AR, 1997, 2015),
FESE EFDTZDHERZIRIERFTH O, KREEOREINERE
RIFLEA RN S TRV, ARFFZEIC TREEIRD 5
PUEI NIy U NEIE, K0 EEH OO [N THHE
L, MEICH N U2 & OD IR Z DR EGRIC K > Tk
SN TEIATREMED DY, TR FUIAN & OFEE DR
IO 2DOMHSENT RNz, ENOW)ITHMEL 7z
EDONENIEARHET 1IN EV. BAEBLUEEKRS
TlE, BELEZEEZSNZARDHEEI N TV CK
R, 2003), BAHURTIECNE TAENERSN T ah o
Tl &, AMFETHRE - MERE NI OMEIKER & IROHE
L RDARTH -7z eh b, EHAIROMITIFBLL
THE5Y, Y TORMED MBI 8T H % rTHEMED

=1AR

W

Ichthy HifEZEOM  MEK LRt ZEBROANIEZ K
CERRICH L, YR SRR nTe. TOREG
O THEMLAT L LT 5.
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