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Revised

Yusuke Hibino, Shunsuke Endo and Makoto Furusho. 2025. An applicable scientific
name for the species named as “Azuki-umihebi.” Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes
of Japan, 54: 72-74.

A single ophichthid specimen collected off Hokota, Ibaraki,
Japan in 2022 which was identified as Ophichthus longicorpus
Vo and Ho, 2021 is re-examined by molecular and morpholog-

ical methods. The COI sequence of the paratype of Ophichthus
multidentis Hibino et al., 2024 agrees completely with that of
the Japanese specimen, and there are no remarkable differences
in their morphology, although slight differences in the propor-
tional length of the tail, the position of the dorsal-fin origin and
the number of the preopercular pores are recognized. Conse-
quently, the standard Japanese name “Azuki-umihebi”, formerly
proposed for O. longicorpus, should be used for O. multidentis.
Based on the present study, the combinational diagnosis of O.
multidentis is slightly modified as follows: head length 8.0-8.8%
TL; tail length 56.8-59.2% TL; dorsal-fin origin behind pec-
toral-fin tip by 3—4 times the pectoral-fin length; posteriorly of
opening of anterior-nostril tube slightly extended; no protrusions
along upper lip; SO 1 + 3 ; POM 5 or 6 + 2 (rarely 3 one side);
teeth on maxilla in 4 irregular rows or 5 rows anteriorly and 3
irregular rows to 4 rows posteriorly, teeth on vomer in up to 4
rows, teeth on dentary in 4 rows anteriorly, 3 rows posteriorly;
body uniformly dark, median fins creamy white except for dark
basal pigmentation restricted to ending; 22-30 predorsal and
63—65 preanal lateral-line pores; total vertebrae 162—-164, MVF
25-64-163.

2022 FRICHIIR ST DR SN SANERID 1
AL, HAEED (2023) 12 X o T Ophichthus longicorpus
Vo and Ho, 2021 IC[AE &N, HFEMAH & LT X+ D 3
NEDRIEENS L EBICHAYRERE LTI E N,
AEEA (2023) & TOHAEREARICOWT, BREEE
LOBCPALFI DAL IEIC BIES % W < DN DL RERV R DY
O. longicorpus DJFFLH I X U/8T 2 A4 TOBIGHER L &
BLEWC L Z@BDib DD, DX HARIIENZLR
OHIIFIZ LR L TWa. —T, HEED (2023) A
HUIERICADNT FRLD K 5 TR 2 TiEheR
FHRRE LA IR, IEREMRSRIIT LA T DRICEHE
N7z Ophichthus multidentis Hibino et al., 2024 & JA{LIL TV
Tz, TORHAWZETE NS ZBIZNEERE FH TR
A UTeDTHET 5.

MR ERE

AR IRE R AR S AL 7 > g
> (HUMZ), SEENEHEEYISYE R EEAaL 7>
>~ (NMMB-P), BXUBEBHEREREAIL Y 3
>~ (TOU-AE) IZfRE TN T\ 3B. Ophichthus multidentis
EHEED (2023) AT L7z HUMZ 233258 IC DWW T fE
DRE RS 5128, 0. multidentis DIXNT Z A 7" 1 4l
1A (TOU-AE 7802) O b2 FY 7 COLEB AL (655
bp) 7 BLAST URL IC X > THIFEITEMZE Z 171>, HUMZ
233258 Z BB SN ROFME g Uz, BlYIREIS
DU TIE Weigt et al. (2012) I LA, HRAE L T2 BlH1 1
DWW T ENT AR A ZET O E FIE RS 7 — 2 X — X
(DDBJ) IZHEREN TS (LC866665). TELREMIZRRHEIC
DT D (2023) & Hibino et al. (2024) T &
NIREAZBIRUBMRG L. 2EICDOWVTIE TL L%
L7z

EREER
HEE D (2023) ASEE L 7zfEA (HUMZ 233258, 436
mm TL) & COI fid%1] (LC764365) & O. multidentis D3>
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Fig. 1. Enlarged view around tail tip of Ophichthus multidentis, holotype, NMMB-P36205, 433 mm TL. Arrows indicate dark pig-

mented area of dorsal (upper) and ventral (lower) fins. Bar indicates 10 mm.

%A 7 (TOU-AE 7802, 519 mm TL) D & D & 100.0% &E L,
Zofth, FRICEED L L IZEDD THIFEPED OB
WEERD NI o Tz, RENRRHIIC DOV TIE, RO
AR & E NI RERE (0. multidentis D2 A 731) —
2Tl 56.8-58.8% TL vs. HUMZ 233258 Tl 59.2% TL) *
HIEMEALIE IC B I 2R T H 5 I iERT A HEE R & 1Y
FERTIARRS FLEY (ZNF N 23-26 & 22-26 vs. 29 & 30),
HHERTE (15.1-18.0% TL vs. 19.5% TL), 35 & U Hiifil
HEAE (TXTOfEEKTHME E 2 vs. £fIE 2T, 4
flE 3) Wb IThxERNAL NS GEEED,, 2023;
Hibino et al.,, 2024), TNHDAERICONWTIEEA TV —
ZH 5k L DI T LI & BN OZ BIROHFEA LI
KNTZEDTHB L HELRI N

HEEA (2023) & HUMZ 233258 Di5fig & BHED SR
B I BT O G AN A S NS T L 2l L
7%, Hibino et al. (2024) 1% O. multidentis D4 it DO %
[dorsal and anal fins pale], [HE% D% % [creamy white
CDXD EIEEEKICEE
MUTWERWY., ZCTHDTARMD XA T2 — X7zl
WU & T A, HUMZ 233258 & [flkk DR E I A iR
N Fig . YUEocehs, HEEN, (2023) Ho.
longicorpus IC[AE L1z 9 2 TREMEMA T AF T IALD
FAERIANT R E U TR O. multidentis 1< F[A)E X Nz
UTeio T, BRI 7 A5 T IACIGHEH TR &4,
O. multidentis TH 5. T IUTLEW O. multidentis O FER|
Rz #HTBIE L. AL FORMOMAGDEIC

without melanophores] & U,

Ko THEMBEN S XAIE NS | B 8.0-8.8% TL ; J&
IBEIE 56.8-59.2% TL ; TfEniiE Mg mmE X O i
fEED 34 5O EINHBAICNIET % 5 pisE B %
FeRMET % FRICH S WEZSEN R 5 IR HEE
BALEE 1+ 3, FifllE — FHREREASE s £id 6+
2 (FRiCh Mg 3) 5 F LEEEIEHETT T 5 XT3 AH
HI7% 4 5T, %5 TR 35105 451 5 i thild i
KT4FH]; NHEEIIATTT45, %5T3%5; Rid—hkx
B 0TI B IE I FLAGED, RIAHL TR
etz 29 5 IEERTIRRER S FLEUE 22-30, HTMA|
R S LA 63-65 5 KA HEEBUE 162-164 ; FIHME
AEUE 25-64-163 (HFEIZ A, 2023; Hibino et al., 2024 5 A&
W9%). 7533, O. multidentis \% O. longicorpus & X Hj#EI5 &
UHiEROFED 2 N & (fgkE 3 7L BT, S
WX 45T S vs. O. longicorpus ClE i wH 13842 2 7] T,
WEdhdaii T2 &35, ®%ATIHD, BENEL
T & (56.8-59.2% TL vs. 50.0-52.9% TL), 35K U FIHE(A
L (25-64-163 vs. 27-68-159) I K> CTRFIET NS (Hibino
etal., 2024 ; AFZL).

WHEED (2023) EHAEREA (HUMZ 233258) Ojfj
DS B, EOMWMINCHIET 2 D2 I3 AL
G CEMMN G, B LAARKERET 52 LICDNT,
S DFBETIRDRIBL, ZTOBREFRELTZE D EHER
U 7z. Ophichthus multidentis D Z A 73 1) — X3 XTD
EAIC BN THRIDEADTMIRKEL, WDKKV Z,
e & MO E DIC L HRTRREI. LIizh->T, HA
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FERRARICERD BNz T O K S il saph OIERERVREEIZ, |
HHAOEDOTIFEL, AEOME L TORHMTHZ LE
AbNns.

Ophichthus multidentis |3 JFELEIC BN THEBDH M SHI

SNTWVED, OARERNICEDHT DT ENHLM TS
7z.

A2 ED BICH =0, HIMSCAR L (HUMZ) 1
BHEY RS RV Wz, BB HEEKY O Jian-Fu
Huang FXICE O. multidentis DY > 7" )V S T 7z
iz, L THLHR L B 3. AWFgEO—ERIE, JSPS

BifE: (JP20K15593) (EFWF9E) & IST XRAirzeE bk
WRIAFZE 7' 25 L. (JPMISP2136) DZIERZIT 128 D
TH5.
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2023), 70: 187-192 (Nov. 2023). URL
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