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First Japanese record of a deepwater snake eel, Ophichthus tomioi (Anguilliformes,
Ophichthidae), from Wakayama, southern Japan. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes
of Japan, 55: 72-76.

A single specimen of Ophichthus tomioi McCosker, 2010

(498.1 mm of total length, female) was collected during an ich-
thyofaunal survey of the rariphotic zone off Kushimoto, Wakaya-
ma, southern Japan. It has previously been reported only from
deepwaters in the Philippines, Fiji, and the Marquesas Islands.
Therefore, it represents the first record from Japanese waters
and the northernmost record. Although the present specimen has
1+3 supraorbital pores on the right side (vs. 1+4 on both sides
in type series of O. fomioi), it can be regarded as an abnormal
condition based on its arrangement. Ophichthus tomioi is similar
to Ophichthus aniptocheilos McCosker, 2010 and Ophichthus
mystacinus McCosker, 1999 in the position of the opening of
posterior nostril, the dark tip of anal fin, and the shape of pecto-
ral fin. However, O. tomioi can be distinguished from O. anip-
tocheilos by the number of total vertebrae (166189 vs. 140),
and the number of mandibular tooth rows (2 vs. 1), and from O.
mystacinus by the position of dorsal-fin origin (near pectoral-fin
tip vs. about mid-trunk). The presence or absence of the pigmen-
tation on the upper lip, which was previously included in the key
characters for separating O. aniptocheilos from O. tomioi, should
be regarded as unavailable.

TINEREYFFHAFHLE LT > L LEZARIED
FVW—HETHO, TNETIKERTINEAIHSNTNS
(Hibino and Ho, 2024; Hibino et al., 2024a, b; Kodeeswaran et
al., 2024; Vo et al,, 2025). HARENT & R AR LR

SR OMEDET BN, TN TIC 21 8 70 FAEAIC
FOWTHE T N7z (Hibino and Agyeman, 2025). 7 I\
ERHIIKEE 200 m 28 2 B /KEEMICE AR L, EINTIE R
LD 10 FEDOMEICRNIE, T AV 2T I A\E Ophichthus
aphotistos McCosker and Chen, 2000, 7 ¥ FF 7 I AU
TAFTINE
Ophichthus multidentis Hibino et al., 2024 D 3 fED AN T D
KGRI BRlERE N T WS (HELEFE A, 2016; Hibino et
al, 2019a ; {JEIEA, 2023). —/5C, EBECH DI
BB ICEYHHOBLT 5B TIE T DK S RKERFND
R OYELEEDHEORENHNT VBT e b, EN
TEHEMEDIEH TR ENER S N D AN D 5.

BEPUEE 2 HUDIC 2024 SE SR L TIT> T 5
FOERILR R EB K DA C 8 (rariphotic zone : 7K 130~
309 m) M OFZDHEYEE (mesophotic zone : 7K 40-129
m) & OEFUKGE (B e 49 29 2 IEHET
X ZHEDBHROKGEH T, il EARZ/KEDEI A
VI7MWGDA TV RET VT4 =)V s Fa TV —BIcEB T3
ZIGH] ; Baldwin et al., 2018) ICBF 280 ZFIH L7z
BUHHTRAEDOBET, Y INERY IACEICET 2 1 ik
PMEREES NI, FBEOKRENTIEEERD R Ophichthus
tomioi McCosker, 2010 ICFEE Nz &5, JFHHITIE
IRVAERFRS X OB O BE OMEHRE A T TICRET
2.

Ophichthus kusanagi Hibino et al., 2019,

M EAE

L FHIITTEIC DV TIE MceCosker (2010) 12 LzhY 5
To. BHEE ORI X B HICK o 7. g OWERRI
WIEE NS A 7 = T )= Uiz, R PRI
I ECOKE L, Rk e & 12 -60°C TIRE L,
11 r ARICTFOKA TR LTz, BRI OBl 2R i tE
CBEICBERZL /2O, EHNOTHE2RY L. ik
S5\ MEIE ] T 0D 7= DR DA AR 72 3 I BIIE L T
HHERROBIE 1T > T8, 10% RV ) VAR CHREE L,
DB 55% A TR — )VIFRICESR L. 2EIETL
LU L, SEOBHELOHRES K USRI DV TIEH
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Fig. 1. Whole body of Ophichthus tomioi, KMNH VR 100658, 498.1 mm TL, Wakayama, Japan. A, fresh specimen; B, alive condi-
tion just after captured.

LRSS « ARAE (2020) ICHEU 72y, BB ELICDWT
BrAZGOEaHEE UTERL L. FZHRICDVTIEAR
k(2025 & HELERIEAD (2025) I Liehdo7z. ZREIEH
U TR AE SN AL 2RE - s B (KMNH) I,
B DIeDICBIR U IAEARE A T ANV TRET T
I— (CAS) (77 AU A1) &3 QALY (MNHN) (7
7 YA IKREENTVS.

Ophichthus tomioi McCosker, 2010
AL T EIAE GRFR)
(Figs. 1-4; Table 1)

Ophichthus tomioi McCosker, 2010: 32 (type locality: NE of San
Bernadino Strait, Philippines; Seychelles, Fiji, Marquesas);
Hibino et al., 2019b: 147 (Papua New Guinea).

Table 1. Counts and measurements of Ophichthus tomioi.

s - - ’
” S . i PR e
y "'""r“III["'"“T“I"T“II““WW‘ gy \ 1 R W\ IR \\ gl \W

$EZ& KMNH VR 100658, 498.1 mm TL, X Z, FI#kiL
VLEA, JKEE270m, 2025 4E3 H 2 H, #90, Il
PREE.

B AEEARDREL - GHIliEZ Table 1 1SR U7z, 1k
FHIELS, #aMEE (Fig 1A, B). RBibJemicao< &
PR L, JCEER T S 7DE & L TIZR 2 M0
Ui FHAIE A A2 T 5. AIFNIEEEOHRE D & a1/
ICHIET 5. (ROXRMIZEEMNT, Hithiz 2z,

FUI/NT . HEERIED 200N SH, Hirok
M7 & 72750 (Fig. 2A). WSR-S RD, DM
FId 5. Winld FEEG K D &M e L, F
SET A BT K D B D MMCHTGICALIE T 5.
A REL, IRFEEWED 82%. HEO i 12ddk X
DEDITMTEAINET 5. RITSADEIERICEDNS.
MR AW (Fig. 2A). misfLIZEIRT, HEWEW.

Present study McCosker (2010)
Japanese specimen Holotype Type series incl. holotype
Total length (mm) 498.1 390 334447
As % of TL
Head length (HL) 9.1 9.6 9.1-10.0
Preanal length 39.1 40.3 37.4-40.7
Tail length 60.9 59.7 59.2-62.6
Predorsal length 12.8 133 12.6-13.8
Body depth at gill opening 3.6 32 3.2-4.0
Body width at gill opening 34 2.9 —
Body depth at mid-anus 3.1 2.9 —
Body width at mid-anus 29 2.6 —
Snout length 18.4 19.5 17.5-21.1
Eye diameter 16.4 16.0 15.2-18.5
Upper-jaw length 42.5 43.7 37.8-43.8
Gill-opening length 10.4 13.9 —
Interorbital width 18.6 15.2 —
Isthmus width 28.3 18.7 —
Pectoral-fin length 38.7/40.9 453 39.6-45.5
Pectoral-fin base 10.8%10.6° 8.0 —
Counts
Lateral-line pores before anus 62 — 62*
Predorsal vertebrae 17 16 16-18
Preanal vertebrae 60 62 60-67
Total vertebrae 171 169 166—189

“left side; “right side; *based on one paratype (MNHN 2001-1065).
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Fig. 2. Head of Ophichthus tomioi, KMNH VR 100658, 498.1
mm TL, Wakayama, Japan. A, dorsal view; B, ventral view.
I, interorbital pore; 10, infraorbital pores; POM, preopercu-
lo-mandibular pores; SO, supraorbital pores; ST supratempo-
ral pores.

BEim L, WRNCED > Th T McEiid 5. %aflid
AROFT FACALE L, BACTERO RGN 5 Hk 228 bk oD f2
RTELDNS. HEKEL, NHOBKIHIROBRE 72
WA MCHZ %, oLk, 34bb LBEHRIEEET,
BAAERRI T 2 D FEEZIEONEIT 5. DREIHD
B NHCIIELH 5. BRI SR TS
F, PR HICIZER M2 & D, SEFLIEROHIR NS R
Fchal.

SHEREARE ORI ENIZHICHEE T & (Fig. 2A,B), £
DI DV TR FEFEESL (SO) A 1+4 (Jei2 LA
Tld 143), IRFEREEFL (10) 7 3+3, N9 — nifilZi&
HEL (POM) 2 6+2, FHIBHEEEFL (ST) A LHl5E
Lz &S 3 T, IRFEEIRERIC 1 B2z & D, Rofl
FUTIZIFE LT, ARS8, IFHENT /I 16, ALFTRGITIC
62, FRUT 152 OBHEILZ DM, RBERHIICEE
EFAREOREEND 5. ROWKRED S B, 521 - 22,
BEUE 54 « 55 3 = DOFLATHE L TS,

WilE I N THDR S BT, FBCTHhEWD, T
R OER L, FHERHEIE MDD E DICHENTRE
V. BN IE DT NG B & O RIBROEW—TT, & HiE
I URw. A IR SR AGISMT T, 25,
35, 25| LHERET . FREBGIE AR 2 5. S I b
FIDHTH T 25ZE L, % TIERRER 1HZKT.
X 6 AT, ERERTEEICI o TREHRICIES

HEDHIIE BRI OE LXK D &b FMICE I
Bd 5. HEOHIIIBHELDEONMKL, ZOHIEE

Fig. 3. Enlarged view around tip of tail, Ophichthus tomioi,
KMNH VR 100658, 498.1 mm TL, Wakayama, Japan.

B 2RO TIRIE—E. BEOR S 3BTEZTE - L
EmE<, ZIMBBRAADN ST EONIEKL %S, &
fig, BELLICREZATREENEDOOL TR AL, B
RO ERTCHUOE L&D, Iz Ed 5 (Fig. 3). 2
fif7z & 7o 3 15 lE &R R R Tl LRy, gl b
MR L2500 A8k 22 L, AL BICH 8 Mgk
M. FICHERNTRWAS M aMREmZMS (Fig. 4).

EREEHBOBYR AKREUDNERTRESZTHT
feteth, BRI FLE @SN, MR ZEICERANED
Nz (Fig. 1A, B). HEOEF OBFERIZAADNT T Tl
HFHRE D BT M NHICH DD, BB LETEREICT
REL, JefBscimmEn CHaBIIHAT 5. BEEH 20 5
FHEISRORIIROEGEIED D 5. FBE el D MR
A O A, I3 E RS, HEZ2ETERn
tata T, BEIZDTDICRAZROTAAT. 272U NHE
it 5 NEEHRICHT CROERHZNDH 5 (Fig. 2A).
HROETRICIEHTA D BB AICE 2 REENH O, B
WEE. IROSMUIO RIS MBI TZD, Rz 2EIc
T 5729, IEOMEIERHIRIC A S (Fig. 2A, B).
RIS EOIMUNIEET, NRZHREE. 5 & BB %N
2R TIEEEIED, JTECRICIIHE T 5. HhEE
UfRiRES T DA, FEAEMMA L ARk OEZ 29 5. &
fig I RIRILIR S D% b EEBIC I TREaHZ E D
(Fig. 3). MafExAERED T MCAL DV EEIHT, 3t
®IB®ET 5 (Fig. 4). FErhic BaEz D, il
PN =S T YN

S b—rzl, ToVEY, HE T4V—, X
)V — ZFEE DIKGE 270442 m (McCosker, 2010; Hibino et
al., 2019b ; AHWFZE).

BE VINEEICRESAMOMBZOONMIICES,
D ORGIED AR R G E U B TEZ £ 10
FEAH 5 v (Hibino et al., 2019b; Sumod et al., 2019; Ho et
al, 2022), TD 5 BENTIE A XY I\ Ophichthus
megalops Asano, 1987 & 772/ 73NA 77 2N\ Ophichthus exou-
rus McCosker, 1999 @ 2 FEMNEER IS N TS (Tashiro et al.,
2017; Hibino et al., 2019b). 5 10 i3, EfEHREONTE,
AR BRGEEFLEY, AL — PR ELEL, SEERTEHE
B, HREHBERETHWISHNE N, IRAKEN 4
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Fig. 4. Enlarged view of pectoral fins, Ophichthus tomioi,
KMNH VR 100658, 498.1 mm TL, Wakayama, Japan, em-
phasized by a black plate inserting under the fins. Left side
(upper) and right (below).

(AR IV, Ophichthus brevidorsalis Chiu and Hibino,
2019, Ophichthus mccoskeri Sumod, Hibino, Manjabrayakath
and Sanjeevan, 2019, 5 & U Ophichthus semilunatus Hibino
and Chiu, 2019) ICE ERS (0K 7Z & 7= 72\ Ophichthus pra-
tasensis Ho, Ng and Lin, 2022 Z il 2 7z 5 fEIC DWW TIE &
LT O. megalops TRt I TEZTTEHD (Ho et al,
2022). SREIGSNTIAEAR, RBHENEED 60.9% TH
52k, HENRED 1% THs I &, HEDIAA N
fiE & O O ITMITHAICAIET 5T &, Mg
MELTRS L, BELFITEDOIMINCNLIES 2D
Tk, WAREL, MREELWTE, SODS BAJN
1+ THBHT L, POMBELLBIC6H2THBH T L,
&<, WS RER T 1A, W & [E 51 o
PR, BTz 2] (7272 UE EsE s o—ERiE 3
§) Zixd T, BHEBBOHAEDED 17/60/171 TH
5T M5, O. tomioi ICHEIEET NIz (Table 1) (McCosker,
2010; Hibino et al., 2019b).

AREEAREZ AT =X (5 lk) gL T, Al Oy
fi) OSOM1+3 THs I & THRIEZ> TWVA, TD SO
DOECE AR DE D & HATHR BSOS 2 &35 3 BALIRIC
IS MCIRNIBRZ (2 TWd T &b (Fig. 24), £ifll
DHCHEMEC b D EHENE NI, TDED, 2147
V) —ZDERIENRENTOARVIEILE, ARpREE,
LIRS R 2o T EERNA LN L DD, FENDZ
RO E AU, £z, REATEE LHEE RO
D—HhH 3 5|72 753, O. tomioi 1I8F % A7 (MNHN
2001-1065, 447 mm TL) 1Z DWW T & A5 D —HAH 3

RIS IR > TV 5.

McCosker (2010) (& A i O [& & #% O A F I D W T,
['yellow ventrally, becoming tan along mid-flanks, then paler
dorsally ] & L CTWAH, EEICHRLEAEO RO X A
7 (CAS 214208) 3HEMTOMNREL, BHITHO—KHN
TR TH -T2, TDT &I McCosker (2010) DK (fig.
32) EEFBELERNTEND, RISV TIERERD
THD MM LI Tyellow] &5 FkiPOHEEN S
LR TE 5 2B D, McCosker (2010) HEl# L7z &2 A 7
V) = ZDOFIT S B OBARIC LR TR, kaxA
EEREERED 5 1548, NI 2 A TRENEDTIE 20 2L E
ZRTRBMENTED, TOMICHHRREMEDHETLT
tDLEZLNS.

iR U7z S AL OfLiE L ECR O 2 TR E 2 1
H92 100055, EEMIELMEZEDEE LT,
O. tomioi D Z 7, Ophichthus aniptocheilos McCosker, 2010
& Ophichthus mystacinus McCosker, 1999 @ 2 FiD%IF 51
%. Ophichthus tomioi & O. aniptocheilos & |35 HEDURTH
Mg I AIE T 5 R CE LM 20, MEMEEK
(O. tomioi TZ 166-189 vs. O. aniptocheilos Tl 140) &
FpHIE 25 vs. 15 I X > TRAIEN, O. mystacinus
EFEEDOIREROAE (FEEEIRAL vs. O. mystacinus C
EIREH R TEZICKENS (McCosker, 1999,
2010). McCosker (2010) (& O. aniptocheilos & O. tomioi I
DT, EOMEE DA DV T E MDA D
O EDICEIT TN, HAEGAZZSIRD, FfEgAT
Gt L BICHARRBRNEN DD EDEEZOND. &
B, HRTHILNTWVARAXITINL LT VNA T2
ANEIE, WINGEEEOIRIRD ER X D BIE B I
BIICANIET B T L0, MiERmMELZNT ETOo.
tomioi & 1XHH 5 MICHL75 % (McCosker, 1999; Hibino et al.,
2019b).

Ophichthus tomioi D ZNE TODRADOILRIET + VU E
THH (McCosker, 2010), 5 [EIDHFEARDIEARIAFD L
IRElECTH B L L Eic, HARENTONRRTHS. A
NI THARENDNSERENTE ST, BEMLNS
ZABNTWEN S Teied, i e Ly IANEZEEE
T 5. AL O. tomioi WERIRDOMEZ & D LI
Hikd 5.

LEEKEZA  Ophichthus aniptocheilos: MNHN 2001-1061, 5k
0% A7, 142mmTL, k7.

Ophichthus tomioi: CAS 214208, k& % 1 7, 386 mm
TL, 74 VEY, P r\LF Y /gl

AR DR THMERIC Ao B ER GE#AY
KPR AR ICREA TR ORZ LY. AMHED
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