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A single specimen (362 mm standard length) of the Duskytail

Grouper, Epinephelus bleekeri (Vaillant, 1878), was collected
from off Hagi, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan. Although E. bleek-
eri has been sporadically reported off the Pacific coast from
Kanagawa to Kagoshima prefectures, off the East China Sea
coast of Kyushu, and the Nansei Islands in Japan, it has not been
reported previously from the Japan Sea. We here report the first
specimen-based record of E. bleekeri from the Japan Sea.

7’ 71\ J& Epinephelus Bloch, 1793 (/N Z #} Epinepheli-
dae 7\ X i B Epinephelinae I J& L (H1Af « A&, 2022),
HARH? S 45 AR5 NS CRR, 2025). HAMEICE
WTIE, 2000 FFAHTEE T ANZBRFHOHEIZF 2
& Epinephelus akaara (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843), 77 %
I\ Epinephelus awoara (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843), %
L Epinephelus bruneus Bloch, 1793, F ¥ 1 1< JL/\Z Epi-
nephelus coioides (Hamilton, 1822), 7" 717\% Epinephelus fas-
ciatus (Forsskal, 1775), A ¥ d/\2Z Epinephelus poecilonotus
(Temminck and Schlegel, 1843) 7% £ Z M & AL EDRFHIED
IS SN TV KRR, 1995 fEokEEYeE, 1997
B, 1998 5K IE A, 2000 ;5 3] B, 2017). F D4,
2000 AL 2D B I 721 TE 2 7\Z Epinephelus epistictus
(Temminck and Schlegel, 1843), K 7 ¥z 3 )\ & Epinephelus

Jjaponicus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843) 383X U A A AT N\&
Epinephelus latifasciatus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1843) 7% £

AIC BSOS 2RI, TICEG - dEREEIC )
19 %A A F /& Epinephelus areolatus (Forsskal, 1775),
Y A4 & )\ X Epinephelus malabaricus (Bloch and Schneider,
1801), X UK I\ Epinephelus morrhua (Valenciennes,
1833) ARk E N TS GRIEFIE A, 2015, 2021 5 BEEIE A,
2018 ; ELEA, 2020 ; %, 2021).

2023 42 10 AR o HAMEN 5 7 71N 2 @il
¥ 0D F T >IN Epinephelus bleckeri (Vaillant, 1878) /5 1 [l
7K, 8I0ICK> TRESI Nz, TOEARIGHAMRCE T S
REOYIDHTDRLEREE DT, TIICHET 5.

mHEAE

FH8C 315113 Randall and Heemstra (1991) I L7=h3 5
Tz, RBEBOFHNE TV 2V F 2% T 0.1 mm HAL
FTITV, EHAIMEIIEHERRICHT 2B 7% (%) Tl
Uiz, BEMERRIGARE £ 721 SL L KFd Uz, ROk
BUEEERTIC R S NTEARD A 7 —FHICE DL, AR
OIE, e, BRXUREETEEAR (2009) ICHELL 72
AR ORI BHEA R T HARE T o+ — )b RRZEEE
get v 2 —BHEKPESEERTT (FAKU) ICREEN TV 5.

Epinephelus bleekeri (Vaillant, 1878)
FTFUNE
(Fig. 1; Table 1)

1EA  FAKU 153558, 362.0 mm SL, |14k RS,
IKZE75m, $90, 2023 4E 10 H 15 H, Bl 1.

RE SHUPE ARSI OREICHT 2 E|57% Table 1
IR Uz, (RIERTRICHEL, EAREBIEE MRS 5. 1k
R TE L, BE TR, (K BOmIIIME, 51
FERHTIRIC T T LR L, ZOREPHNIC RT3, 1k
fEf O ERENE TR D B ERK IR £ T AR
MCIE D ATZEIR TZ DBIFRR M EFHT D, ko
RO, FHEIF FEKX D E0ORF71C2EN T 5. IR T,
T EFERIIROHODE MGEL, FEO MEBIEHE
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimen of Epinephelus bleekeri (FAKU 153558, 362.0 mm SL), captured off Hagi, Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan.

Ths. B 23T, miffleBmflidnEzL, nisfl
BRI RN DS, L, WE, &S, BXUO FHIC
GBS DM EA T 5. WS ORKICHENRDH D,
R E Mg e FEEE%RIHE O TH 5. i,
YA & RIS IZ R ADMRICE DN S DY, Bl & WS
BIETH B, RIS 1 AR DRET, EEFE Ligi
5 RIERRIC T TR R E FATICE LS. K
Ui T HESS 1 RRE RIS, MBI Niid 3 M R O
TIET 5. MESRBRIIAEHT, 1SEES 7 s Fic
T %. HHEOIMFIISHERE D 5 IFHE 5 BRICH T
M ERA L, Z2THEH 11 BRSO TR NICTRE,
BICH S TS E TRERDIC ER Lt 58 17 &I
TRERMIC T %, BB TR BRI E LoD
RIS, RIS RO s FicZz g nhiE
5. NRME 0T TREERIE IS IES 2 Bl Fic, BAR
HEME DI ITIELS 8 BRI FICHIE T 5. BB 5 1E
2SR NIC, BERER I I EESE 11 JEEE
ICNIES 5. BHENRIIEERTD S8 3 MSEIChIFTT
L, ZO®%MIRIC BT 5. EEEEEEZEL, %%
EABRERHTS.

B% AR (Fig. 1) —AR@REH»S L FHRREIC
T THROAREOT, T TR, B O BERDN IR,
KRR, 5iE, REEE, RBE B R URWICEICEET 50,
N, Hafg, B, BRI K O RO BRI IS IEBERU AR L.
PR ORE SIFMEfLE RS LI E L, HiE B &
U R0 T3 2 LA L OB 23550 H 5 . HiE,
fhafi, fELE, g, 35 X CREDS TR 1/3 ORI R,
FEfED FERH 2/3 13 IRV .

fBE (LR EOBAITEEED 11 B 17 2k, gD 3
Tk 8 WG, A FLIUGREEED 51, HETIEEECY 102, HEHNED
10 + 16, BEMHZFR < AR, 965, g, 2 L 13 1
BEREEFF L IVEOREDNHET S L, BRURHETR

8213 MIEWIKTH B T &7 EHY, Randall and Heemstra
(1991) SRFRIFIE A (2015) AR U7z 7 >/ 2N\& Epinephelus
bleekeri D L —H LIz &b, AfELEEEI NI,

FTIUNREAVE - ERFHICIAL 7741 L (Randall
and Heemstra, 1991), HAEWNICIIT S T NFE TOREARIC
HO  Glgkid = Em IR RN, R LR EARET, AEARIERK
BES, MREYE, EERSIRIEET, BN BREET, K
MeiEH B X UORES, BEHE, BIU/NEHLGH
Bh5 (HEEIEA, 2015; Motomura and Hirazaki, 2017 ; |-
BIEA, 2019 ; A « B, 2020 ; i&7K, 2021; Motomura,
2023; Koreeda and Motomura, 2025 ; fEAKIZ A, 2025 ; &H
&, 2025), Hifgd2WIEETESHMHEICE EDLE
FR0Z, MR ORIRTS, =HEIROREERE, B IR,
FEAIVRPEES, BRI, VSRR SR, BX
UL GEFEIED, 2015, HEEE - ¥, 2020 ; AP
M, 2022) MSHIENTWz, Lieh-> T, IO E
DARBARIGF T N2 OHARED 5 OYRIERE 725

F T UNZIE TSR « dEGHIC L, HARICBT
ZoMmOPNMIFE TSR E Th TS GEEIED,
2015). EAf » BEEMTIIC 00 9 5 BT HARHEIC BTG
e LT, B#ONSORTH B REHHRIC K > TEM
P DA I NS T EMBITENS UMKIED, 2006 ;
FEFIE A, 201D). SHEHEIROZAZE D BRI T
REFESTZH T NS (L, 1974 5 pakf, 19815 £
E, 2000), AW TRERS NizFT 2T ~BfRkic
H1B 10 HITFEIN TS, 51T, AMEABELN
OO R, #iim 5 45 km i@ L, [HE
BIREHHRORBSICE R D 12 5 I DUFHR O B8 2
J% (HEEIED, 2018). LEDT LML, F72NZD
HAHHC 1) B A58k, BB DR FBHRRIC X 5 ik
ZRRTABR E RIS ONENTHS. LD ZEET
% &, BEBETIERFT ONZBHABICBOTES « B4
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FEZAT> TV B AREMREIFE IRV EE A B NS, —T7,
AREEARDKEE 362.0 mm TH D, F7 2 NZORKHAY A
2 CHAHEE 360 mm (Kandula et al., 2015) Z#HZ T\ 3
TEMD, AENSGE, HABICBNTES « fHAE LS
BAREMEITRE TE 5. Nz ZHE - TR IERSE
DHARMHC BT 5010 « AEIRNZ KO RS HEFES 2729
I, 5% IS B 2 EYHE & &2 ki LT
TV, HHREOHRE NG 2 ERT 508N H 5.

Table 1. Counts and measurements (expressed as percentage of
standard length) of Epinephelus bleekeri from off Hagi, Ya-
maguchi Prefecture, Japan.

FAKU 153558

Standard length (SL; mm) 362.0
Counts

Dorsal-fin rays XI, 17
Anal-fin rays III, 8
Pectoral-fin rays 18
Pelvic-fin rays L5
Lateral-line scales 51
Longitudinal scale rows 102
Upper gill rakers 10
Lower gill rakers 16
Total gill rakers 26
Measurements (% SL)

Caudal-fin length 20.4
Head length 37.8
Post-oribital length 232
Body depth 31.9
Body width 16.6
Snout length 10.8
Upper-jaw length 16.2
Orbit diameter 5.5
Interorbital length 6.6
Caudal-peduncle length 19.9
Caudal-peduncle depth 12.4
Pre-dorsal-fin length 34.7
Pre-anal-fin length 69.6
Pre-pelvic-fin length 40.9
Dorsal-fin base length 67.0
Anal-fin base length 16.8
Ist dorsal-fin spine length 53
2nd dorsal-fin spine length 9.2
3rd dorsal-fin spine length 11.8
4th dorsal-fin spine length 12.1
5th dorsal-fin spine length 12.3
6th dorsal-fin spine length 11.7
7th dorsal-fin spine length 10.8
8th dorsal-fin spine length 10.8
9th dorsal-fin spine length 10.5
10th dorsal-fin spine length 10.4
11th dorsal-fin spine length 10.2
Longest dorsal-fin spine length 12.3
Ist anal-fin spine length 5.4
2nd anal-fin spine length 6.7
3rd anal-fin spine length 8.0
Longest anal-fin spine length 8.0
Pelvic-fin spine length 7.9
Pelvic-fin length 14.5
Pectoral-fin length 18.7
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)

51 F 3k

RRIEAST] - @ ILEHsE - Rt i - AREZ. 20150 AARICET S
INZRHASAST T >\ R Epinephelus bleekeri Dt §xk & Ak, &
74, 39:40-46.

RIGASE] - B - BRHEE - Bk - B b - MEWE -
OKHHT « AREZ. 2018, (LIRS KU REDN SEEES N
fe ARG SO RS, KR PRI, 66: 47-80.

At AsE - B 5. 20200 = EULAEESIECok I E N A -
MR, =y Tz -S4 7, 7:28-33.

ARIFEIR. 1995, FrBARHEERART (XID. UO, 43: 11-28.

EPPDR s OVRIETE - [T AR 2. 2022, BEEEF B O .
JEE IR K IBIE Y R, Bk - EEE SR AR ST I aE, BB,
329 pp.

Kandula, S., K. V. L. Shrikanya and V. A. Iswarya Deepti. 2015. Species
diversity and some aspects of reproductive biology and life history of
groupers (Pisces: Serranidae: Epinephelinae) off the central eastern coast
of India. Marine Biology Research, 11: 18-33.

TEFYEN. 2017, (LIS HARAREIC B 5 <28 SR O g
). LRIKET - o 2 — TR, 14: 23-26.

MEFEN. 2021, HHEICED < AABIRIRO AR Y FNZ A4 E
>/IN\% . Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 8: 11-14.

WA 22 Ff-BBER. 2021, BEIHEDS YA MR EF v
A BXILNZDHARNE) S DFCER. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes
of Japan, 6: 4-8.

FIEPEO - LT - Y R, 2011, (L C10R FAR e PE fU H B
UK EE S & > 2 —5eiR e, 9: 1-27.

TP EN « EHEAT - 8 ROk« R Z « AT - BIARL .
2015. 2010-2013 SE DR AR B 2SR T %
RRRCAVER SR, ILCROKEERRZE & > 2 — e, 12: 1-21.

AN - JE BOK - AT - ITEPEL 2006, (11RO HAE
INFERIC B0 2 EYIC B 2 Rd RS, IIEIROKEDISE
> Z—BIFE, 4: 19-56.

Koreeda, R. and H. Motomura. 2025. An annotated checklist of marine and
freshwater fishes of the Koshiki Islands and adjacent waters, Kagoshima,
southern Japan, with 353 new records. Bulletin of the Kagoshima Uni-
versity Museum, 21: 1-119.

ARGz, 2009, FFEEARDEREEMY =2 77)b. BIREKR AR
AFFLEAE, ENE. 70 pp.

Motomura, H. 2023. An annotated checklist of marine and freshwater fishes
from Tanega-shima and Mage-shima islands in the Osumi Islands, Ka-
goshima, southern Japan, with 536 new records. Bulletin of the Kagoshi-
ma University Museum, 20: 1-250.

ARz, 2025, OAEFBHSREHE. CNETIcidRENOA
FESBR RO BITE OREHERT% L 2#44. Online ver. 31. URL (20 May
2025)

Eiese. 2000 AW OAEEREEE UTOHARE. HAMEXIKE
ZEZE s, 50: 1-42.

Ichthy 56 1 2025 | 6


https://www.museum.kagoshima-u.ac.jp/staff/motomura/jaf.html

Ogimoto and Kushimoto — Epinephelus bleekeri from the Japan Sea

FORAY « ARREZ. 2022, N2 R Serranidae & ENTWIZ AAFES
FDOWE, 38X U EROIERNICE 9 2 RIS OMEE.  Ichthy,
Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 19: 26-43.

PEAT BB, 1981, HIERODG & Azl gV F AW AR, A, SRt
284 pp.

MlREE. 1974, HARWE & SO 2N RETE — VIO R —,
pp. 42-55. HAUKMEZZ () WHEIEI — MHF Mg e =
EALEAE, HEL

Randall, J. E. and P. C. Heemstra. 1991. Revision of Indo-pacific groupers
(Perciformes: Sarranidae: Epinephelinae), with descriptions of five new
species. Indo-Pacific Fishes, 20: 1-332.

PHE—. 1998, D LiFESND VLY X = EN TV TV A
FREAR. O LESND O > Z—WE, 4:45-61.

FERKM - g% 3% - RN - HEEEP AT - RRITERR. 2025, =
IS I51F % N2 RS, Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Ja-
pan, 55: 30-48.

K fR. 2021 BEARILCEEE I NIcFT ook, RRARTEYIRRAER,
34: 67-68.

BRI Z « A - Ya R - PHEERE - TIFE0. 2020, FEAL
FEA R KOG ESD < (LR ARG E B, IR ERARR
B REI TR, 110 1-152.

BARA 2 « MUNIES « PRI, 2000, Fo R fER AR H i 8
ARFF 2L D ¥ g VIR EERR. KBy B IR SR P s ek
BERH ERES 32 45, KRBT, A SRS YR, KB, 143 pp.

IR - S - AR 2. 2019, BEEEVERID S1F 5N
FEAIC 3D < SUNFIFEERD F 7 > 7V &, Nature of Kagoshima, 45:
295-296.

FEUKIEEYIAE. 1997, EILEREASE) A B X UE LB ER D
FOERERIER. 79 + vii pp.

I AHERE « IS, 2020, ARILIRE AR 5 15 5 N 7o FEARIC Lk
DL ARINPIFEERD 7 >/ 7N Epinephelus bleekeri. Ichthy, Natural
History of Fishes of Japan, 4: 22-25.

HH A - GHRIESE « (LHSFE - ARTEZ. 2025, BEEEE R L
MR 5155 NI WFCE D fJH 62 f. Ichthy, Natural History of
Fishes of Japan, 53: 23-39.

Ichthy 56 1 2025 | 7



