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Hidetoshi Wada, Shotaro Shinoda, Nina Tani, Rei Matsuo, Akira Kato, Kohei Mu-
nakata, Hiroyuki Motomura, Takahiro Kudo and Hiroshi Senou. 2025. Additional
records of Opistognathus megalops (Perciformes: Opistognathidae), including ex-
tended northernmost record from Japan, with a redescription of the species based on
the additional specimens. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 57: 28-33.

Twenty-two specimens (68.7-106.7 mm standard length) of
the Bigeye Jawfish, Opistognathus megalops Smith-Vaniz, 2023
(Perciformes: Opistognathidae) were collected from Sagami Bay,
the Kii Peninsula, and the Uji and Ogasawara islands, Japan.
The species was described on the basis of a single specimen col-
lected from off Tanega-shima island in 2016 and there have been
no further reports with additional specimens of this species since
then. Thus, the present specimens represent the first records of
0. megalops from outside Tanega-shima island. Based on the
present specimens and the original description of O. megalops,
the diagnsis of the species was re-defined as follows: posterior
portion of upper jaw extending beyond vertical through posterior
margin of preopercle (about 1.0-1.5 times of eye diameter be-
tween posterior margins of orbit and upper jaw), and with large
oval supramaxilla and flexible lamina posteriorly; dorsal-fin rays
XI, 11-12; anal-fin rays II, 11-12; vertebrae 10+16; scale rows
in horizontal series 52—65; gill rakers 11-14 + 23-29 = 36-43;
anal, caudal and pelvic fins mostly yellow when fresh; body with
three purple to livid stripes, usually intermittent.

FA AT A7 XA Opistognathus megalops Smith-Vaniz,
2023 1%, MO S OI HIENNSEND T 7 XA K}
7 d7 <X A& (Opistognathidae: Opistognathus) DFRE

7 gk -

¥ TH% (Smith-Vaniz, 2023; Fricke et al., 2025). 737~
ZA @RI A DA TZEHED 5 Vi3 Y > diEEs O EIC
B\ fi> THIET 2 12O BRENH L <, 2L OMENTH]
DEOEADACH DI ZHMEINT WS, BREEN
BRANZBEN TR N TOAFIEES5MN % (Smith-
Vaniz, 2023). A4 A7 A7 XA LB FENBELN
 VEADIKICH D ERLHEI N, TORBNEARICHD
< F08kIE 7\ (Smith-Vaniz, 2023; Motomura, 2023 ; 4K},
2025).

HAEY 37 < 2 A BHaEE O 73 AR 508 0O T O i
T, MBS, ®OREE, FHAHE, BXONEEREEDN S
Bet 2 k0T A7 XA J@AEMNREE N, Thb
BAREREE LIz T h, BN OAA AT AT <
A FES NI, TS ORI, AfED XA T pE
BT BYIRCERD DA T XA TLUNDIEARICED WD T
DitkrE 7% 128, AR TIE TN D Z IR L CE
ik e DL E B TR Tz,

MR EBE

K - 715 Smith-Vaniz (2023) 1 L7z - 7=, K
BARE (KE) CHERZZNZTNSL & HL & XKl LTz
ARERDOFHINE 7> Z )V / F X 7% FV T 0.01 mm D FEE
THIE LA, AT AA LU TMUTE T E
TREL U BEOFELWVEAR L FEOEAIZ I
HAWish otz SEREOEE OREIE AR EADBIR S X
CEERTNC R TNTAEAD A T —HHICHE DN TE T
ot (Fig. 1). WEBEHOBSICIZN X EEZHV
7z (Fig. 2B). AME TR U IEAB K UEEERIL,
PRSI AR A D 2 - BRI B I A O L 7 o g
¥ (KPM-ND BRUBEAEERT — X X—2A (KPM-
NR), HZHETHA - AXEYEAEAaL 7 g >
(YCM-P), =@ RPAMERAMAR AL 7> 3
> (FRLM), EEREBRKAREGMAEYEGEEARIL Y
3 Y (KAUM-L) ELTREINTWS. &G, s
JIESTAEmO R - BRI OBRFFIE I Ea—2 |
TOMEMEN SO ZET THOM FTRILENS LN
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimens of Opistognathus megalops collected from Japan. A: KPM-NI 65199, 69.5 mm SL, Sagami Bay, photo by H.
Senou; B: YCM-P 46755, 71.2 mm SL, Sagami Bay, photo by T. Kudo; C: FRLM 64504, 87.7 mm SL, Kii Peninsula, photo by R.
Matsuo; D: KPM-NI 83316, 106.7 mm SL, Ogasawara Islands, photo by T. Maeda.

HBH, TITERERES L UTREN RGN TERL
U 7. s U7 A i o B - BRI B DAY O e B o1 —
RBEXT L7 g a— Rid Sabaj (2020) I Lizh o 7z,
FHASTE OFIPHIC DU T Senou et al. (2006) 12 L7=h35 7z.

Opistognathus megalops Smith-Vaniz, 2023
FFAATIATIEA
(Figs. 1-5; Table 1)

BA 284K (KE 68.7-106.7 mm). #HEE [Wdh
=R ERE (SRS LTI IS T Rick-
THIDICTEE] : KPM-NI 63422, {AE 74.6 mm, 2020 4
11 H 12 H, BAGMOFE - g 5230 - KPM-NI 63423, {k
£ 68.7mm, 2021 4E 1 H 29 H, BUTHCF - ik 2755
KPM-NI 63433, {KE 78.4 mm, 2020 4F: 11 H 28 H, #i/51iF--
hniE  S2E5RE ; KPM-NI 63434, {AF 82.5 mm, 2020 4F 12
H 26 H, BAHE- g RFEME  KPM-NI 65199, {&
£ 69.5mm, 2021426 H 9 H, BAMCE - ik 2750 ;
KPM-NI 72089, {4 83.1 mm, KPM-NI 72090, {kE 77.4
mm, KPM-NI72091, {AE 72.1 mm, KPM-NI 72250, {AE
85.9 mm, KPM-NI 75511, {&E 79.1 mm, KPM-NI 75514,
& E 81.0 mm, KPM-NI 75518, {4 £ 90.2 mm, KPM-NI
75529, 1A 78.7 mm, KPM-NI 76865, {AE 80.0 mm, 7K
VE 60-80 m, 2020 4 3 A 2022 4E 3 A, BT - ik
5225 W4 s KPM-NI 80274, {AE 69.4 mm (#FJ%), KPM-NI
80275, {AE 79.9 mm, KPM-NI 80276, {AE 83.4 mm, /K
€ 60-80 m, 2024 4F 6 H 29 H, BRI - Mgk 75
[ ; KPM-NI 82315, f{& £ 85.6 mm, 2023 4£ 12 A 15 H,
SHFIK - BTHEER I 0 YCM-P 46755, {KE 71.2 mm,

M, JKIE 8090 m, 2020 4FE 8 H 4 H, TEFiEEHM. #
B E © FRLM 64504, (K 87.7 mm, HAHT#EIIN, /K
R70m, 2023411 H25 H, f)2 MWRE. FI8HE
KAUM-L. 187723, {AE 77.3+ mm, FiRBEEICPaT, K
120 m, 2023 47 H 20 H, HHHEFERE, BELA Y
73F (KAUM-L. 187722, {AE 568.0 mm) DENEY (K
o MEEENTWD). /MNFEFEE © KPM-NI 83316, {4
£ 106.7 mm, W, QEHIEREM, /KEZE 160 m, 2024
FOH1H, WEARTIALRE, AiHEAEIY.

R AHEBUE SRR EORE EERICHT 5EIE (%)
% Table 11T/Rd. KIFEL, AREERERLEMTICED
TiAK. TR U, FEBLAR ORI K O 5
T 5. (R & ABERORENIIZIEE LR T, BBl @b -
TR ERIERORIEIENE 5. SHBENAZEBT 5.
W<, Wi S IRE LG £ TOBERERIE 2B D
S, wiEALIEEOER, BESLIIEIET, Avick
{EaEd 5. BRIEKEL, BEEHTT OEBRMNIEICIEL,
i R A% EFICHT TRREWHEMIEZ 2T 5. iR
MBREEX b &Y. EHHE TRk E L, F EHEEE%
SRS R L SRR OPRICMET 5. T FEER
MEMEMEL, ¥k RE®kiGOKFERE O -
KEE, 2007: fig. 1-16) FRZEOB K Z 1.0-1.5 1% F L5
BRIIE E FRERO®IRE ICAERBC, #HElED
TR E 72 % . MEEOKRKIEMN. BEEER L2 FTRH
BIEXLFETZN, BL LHICERALZ &R0, B
LI SRR AT ST L, N2V AR T & BHRRIC HHER
TE5 BRSO3 % — 21 Smith-Vaniz (2023:
fig. 13D) & K< —H 9 2], TEHEB & AR m AT IS ANk
ik 5. MBI/ NS KSR Y, FHEBIUTT
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Fig. 2. Preserved specimen of Opistognathus megalops collected from Sagami Bay, central Japan (KPM-NI 65199, 69.5 mm SL). A:

photograph; B: radiograph.

SADHTH T 3-5 F| DM Z P L, SND 1 5% TET
W&, #E L mEFIckz b zay, Hi3E<, wimdAL
HBC . BRIEPPREOHMNR. JIFRIE 1 A THEES
2-6 MSRILETIE R X TS 5. MR LISHTESIC BV T 2-3
A, BERICHBVT 1AM ERLZE D, RinAICKE
IRl & D, Al P, SRR, W, i, Mg,
fES, (oD 75 OIS, ¥ & CHBERLER D 75 DOHlFR
T OMMEIE I . SiEE 1 B TRUERIERE L, SR
(RSO E b & IIERL BRI A EEE 11
I 1 HCRDEAE MCAIES 5. BiEE R i
JEE R & AKIE AL, TR LB IO e e S, &l
bIMCET 2. HiERS K UBEONRIEETIRT 5.
HHEWCRTII RS K 0 oom <, BALEIENSES
D3 RIS 2R 5. g & g M. ffgotz
SIS E 72w, BfERL R bl &5 3 AL
OWRG K OO LTI ALE S B, BRI b3 e g
JHE B & D & 00T ICNLE T 5. B RO,
B2 WO RE. MEIES 1 - 2WSIAEL, 1. 205
M DFERI R UIIUAL. BATZIEHREDHIHENIINCES

, bIMITE
Wﬂ.

8% o mE (Fig 1) — RO DR O
BT, REEHICBOTORWZAEIBC S, EHilHTm,
B anh o oA, B K OMmIC HKEOR
EEHNEAET 5. (AR IERIC 3 RO EH K EDMN <
D otz d B, TNDOREFIE UIE LId ik & 7
D, DD 1 FHEHORHERIHR RGN D 5. SiEDH
IS VAT, BREIEG. SEEERICAER S 1
ROFKEDKETZ & D, HEERSEE OFERIC 2-7 MO H
IREDREIEHNHAET 205, BB H 5 WVIGARIREH 7
V. IHEIRSRES D RLEN D 1/5-2/5 D XIS, Kk e T
ﬁm&n@@%ﬁ@@ﬂ%%ﬂﬁ&%.E%M%%®%
BEBIE OB B . BEEOHAIEIIH S VWi T, HK
I 1 RDFIREORET 728D, JRIEIZIH S O E TR A
EORBHNN S . Mg @D > 7B, BT
HZWE R, SEOBRIX, WK > TRBICHET S
(Fig. 1B). EH&IHONMIC S T TEO 1 Bfafiz &D

EEBOEE (Figs. 2A,3) — (kD3R EGT, (A

AV, MRS 1 AT, R EAE
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Fig. 3. Inner side of posterior end of upper jaw of Opistognathus
megalops in preserved condition (KPM-NI 80276, 83.4 mm
SL, Sagami Bay, central Japan).

— —
125°E 130°E 135°E 140°E

IS BV TIKL 5 5. AR HERR S Nz Al O fEHT I,
ROEBICE D2, SEOHEIIALATB LD, FHIX
BOOERIROFOICES DS, %GO ROAm
BH (Fig. 3).

Fig. 4. Distribution of Opistognathus megalops.

Table 1. Counts and measurements of Opistognathus megalops from Japan.

This study Smith-Vaniz (2023)
Sagami Bay Kii Peninsula Ogasawara [s. Tanega-shima I.
n=17 FRLM 64504 KPM-NI 83316 KAUM-I. 97065
Non-types Non-type Non-type Holotype
Standard length (mm; SL) 68.7-90.2 87.7 106.7 88.0
Counts mode (7)
Dorsal-fin rays XL, 11-12 XL 11 (17) XI, 11 XL, 11 XI, 11
Anal-fin rays I, 11-12 1L, 11 (17) I, 11 I, 11 I, 11
Pectoral-fin rays 19-21 20 (17) 22 21/21 20
Pelvic-fin rays I,5 ,5(17) L5 1,5 L5
Procurrent caudal-fin rays 3+3 3+3(1) — — 3+3
Branched caudal-fin rays 12-14 12 (17) 12 12 12
Segmented caudal-fin rays 8§+8 8§+8(1) — — 8+8
Longitudinal scale rows 53-65 61 (17) 61 64 52 or 56
Lateral line terminus total elements 13-16 16 (17) 15.5 16.5/16.5 16 (L)/ 17 (R)
Gill rakers RS jgg&g) 12+26=38  14+29=43 12+26=138
Vertebrae 10+ 16 10+ 16 (1) — — 10+ 16
Measurements (% SL) mean (n)
Pre-dorsal-fin length 29.1-34.7 32.3(17) 30.7 31.1 30.3
Pre-anal-fin length 56.8-64.3 60.5 (17) 57 60.9 63.3
Dorsal-fin base length 60.1-65.9 62.1(17) 64.8 64.1 60.2
Anal-fin base length 27.7-32.3 29.7 (17) 31.9 29.2 28.8
Pelvic-fin length 19.6-24.9 21.8(17) 21.2 20.9 20.2
Caudal-fin length 19.5-25.3 23.0 (16) 20.2 20.4 21.0
Body depth 17.2-20.3 18.9 (17) 20.6 19.9 17.1
Caudal-peduncle depth 10.0-13.2 11.8 (17) 9.4 9.5 10.0
Head length 30.4-35.7 33.8(17) 33 325 323
Postorbital length 18.2-22.5 20.0 (17) 19.6 19.2 18.9
Upper-jaw length 24.7-29.3 27.0 (17) 29.2 26.4 26.7
Postorbital-jaw length 10.4-17.5 14.1 (17) 17.7 14.6 13.2
Orbit diameter 10.3-11.6 11.1(17) 10 10.1 12.1
Measurements (% HL)
Postorbital length 52.4-64.9 59.4 (17) 59.5 59.1 58.5
Upper-jaw length 71.8-85.9 80.0 (17) 88.6 81.1 82.7
Postorbital-jaw length 32.5-50.1 41.7 (17) 53.6 449 40.9
Orbit diameter 30.5-35.8 32.8 (17) 30.4 31.1 37.5
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Fig. 5. Photograph of Opistognathus megalops collected from
Uji Islands, Kagoshima Prefecture, southern Japan (KAUM-
1. 187723, 77.3+ mm SL, from stomach of Seriola dumerili).
Photo by KAUM.

S AREIIHEDE, KRS, RS ETE,
BROIFEFES X DFEERE N TV %  (Smith-Vaniz, 2023;
Motomura, 2023 ; K% ; Fig. 4).

fRE HEES, KOPEE, BXONEEELSED
NIHREARE, ISHERESEDY IX, 11-12, TEEERESHV L, 11-12,
W BEHR SN 19-22, FRIE /D ROIRSREN 1214, HiEH 5L
h¥ 53-65, FEMEFEDS 16, T HEBBINMMELMEL,
Z Okl & IRERIO RSO X Z 1.0-1.5 1%, +
FEBEBED E BB I ORI E B ICAELBT, #R
MR E 2%, RO ROME AN E TR 3
ROFIKEOKEZE D, HHEMIIRIC R AR D 5\ W IER
Kz 72xw, BiE RiE BIUREOM TN T,
BXU FE#IHONMNC K TTEO | Bz D80
K& €5, Smith-Vaniz 2023) DR LA A A7 A7~
ZA 0. megalops DY E L < —ELTz.

B, FHRBEICTEE S NIz 2 )NF Seriola dumerili
(Risso, 1810) DHFNAMM HE L NI 1A (KAUM-L
187723: Fig. 4) &, /N ORHENE LW 728 IEHE 7 it
B FHIADRETH > 78 DD, MfEIRSED 19, T E
HEBHSIMMEMEL, Z 0%k L IRELHO KT AR
BROBXZ 145, F FHEBESD L TRBI UKL &
WKHAZBC, HMSMEIRE RS, EfEROADOH
thEm TR L 2 RDOFHKOOHET S D, MEED
i, BRXU EEZHONMICS ETED 1 HE
MEEDREDFMEE DT N, AARATIATXA
KKHAEE Nz, ESITRBETMTOMRE, FIREEED
AR T-EPED O. megalops DR R A T LRI —F
L, BigEDAART AT7REATH3 T EHEMT SN
(KAUM, RFEXT—2X).

AHFFETROH U T2 A AR DR U T2 3HE - GHME, B &
UCHREHOLRORIEEIAEDO R 2 147 (KAUM-L
97065, 1AL 88.0 mm, FifEE) OLDZMAQNTLL,
FEMFEICERD BN 2L RIE & MEE TH > 7z (Smith-
Vaniz, 2009, 2023). Smith-Vaniz (2023) (ZAFE DA Ot
WO D 3 ARE LI, RSB TSI IAA

TREKETHY, i EOHETDAERD DA EA
LN e D (Fig 1A, D), [RIEDERZMMOILE
O TBIRTZTEHNLEE L. AAATITIZAIE
T EHERBED L e XU’ e B IciAZzBT, #<
WMok E BT L, EHBHONANCEEaD MR
et DT L TZT I T ZA Opistognathus iyonis (Jordan
and Thompson, 1913) & K <2 & DD (EE: - LA,
2013; Smith-Vaniz, 2023 ; ARF7%), TSEERSED 11-12 (=
FITREAA T 13-16), EERZEN 11-12 (13-16),
TREIROBDS 36-43 (27-35), AAMIIHEIC 3 RO EH K ADMERT
ZED (HBZHEZE 7250, BXUEEBSESICHE
WhEZ & 72720 GEEIRIRBEZ D) 7 &R Ic X v iH
RICERpE NS (5 - 1 &N, 2013; Smith-Vaniz, 2023 ;
ENTIEIR

AT THITACHERR U T2 BRI OV b K 60-160 m
DEMEEN SE5N, HEEOIEAIC DOV TIRERICE A
FAHERIC HET AEEN SEON TV, £, Th
SORAE, PER (1992) IS BIERGX A 5 BGFIX
TOWRIENHEX DD SR 5NTHO, AREEIEAEE
DR U X BRBICRILSERT2E0EZ 6N
3.

AFEOFROZ AT (AE 88.0 mm) IZFHEHIAL K © A
WL TWwizhd (Smith-Vaniz, 2023), 2020 4E 8 F I FHAS
B SE5NT 1A (Fig. 1B: YCM-P 46755) & fapit
LEOWIkBEHSNEIMMDFE L TED, Dal iR
FEOMEZAE 712 mm ICBOTHERATZEDEEZS
N5. iz, BE FCBOTRHBEE» SELNEAED
AL 70 mm OMEHED DN B TEESR, TIDINRE,
BIUHAONY F 7o MBS ENTED (i, K5
X)), BV TEAE 70 mm JiE THERATEEDLE
AbNb.

WBIZER A A7 d7< XA : KAUM-L 97065, Opi-
stognathus megalops DR A XA 7, {AE 88.0 mm, FH1 5,
2E4M1E Smith-Vaniz (2023) I E0#K.

W

AMEZWMO FEDHBICHID, HE LG HTOME
FIBH I IEAHIBRE FEAEA DIERIC T 12 W e l2 iz, B
AR SR - NSUEEE OFETE Fl I Z R BN DA
BRI T IV ionTe, RO EERAR ORI 56T
B E (AT, DO Oz WziZE, ¥
BICH Tz > TR =HERAEYEIR AR O KIKIKE
SHERPHEBEROARNEERIC MOz, mi
FHGERREC & AN RIS I SR PE DA Z Z5 I L T
WiziEWiz, WY —)V R T U EKEEED R &
VLB R R LB EMOKEE I ZER D S HEE R RIS I3 8
RESPEREARDREMS G & FEIC DV TOYEZ W EWn
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7. BEXROEGEIIIAROUETICERL CEYZIE 20
rertwic. UEORICESBILHL LTS, At —
RIE AR A N A AR R (D020 2 —
7 LY R— b+, JSPS B E (20H03311 + 21H03651 +
23K20304 + 24K02087 + 24K16204), JSPS ff 7% #L 55 1 B
HE BT UT - 7TV AAANEERIE K (CREPSUM
JPJSCCB20200009), iRl AAMREMRILE: 5 HE
PEMAEM « ARSI BT B 70— )VEBE MR TE
B, BRUBERERZDI v g VEBEIRFHE (&
FhSZhoe Lie TEY e 2R & TS
BIE] OESFIRAEET V) OEBZZIT .
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