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Daijiro Yuki, Yoshihiro Tsuno, Hiromitsu Endo, Hiroshi Senou and Hiroyuki Moto-
mura. 2025. Distributional review of Hippocampus bargibanti Whitley, 1970 (Syn-
gnathidae) in Japan. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of Japan, 58: 1-7.

Eleven specimens (17.1-38.5 mm standard length) of a dwarf

seahorse species of Hippocampus (Syngnathidae) were collected
from the Izu Islands (Hachijyo-jima island), and Kochi (Oki-
no-shima island), Kagoshima (Satsuma Peninsula and Iwo-jima
island), and Okinawa (Okinawa-jima island) prefectures, Japan.
Subsequently, they were identified as Hippocampus bargibanti
Whitley, 1970 by the following combination of characters: head
clearly angled ventrad (usually >70°) from longitudinal axis of
body; pouch plates absent; caudal-fin rays absent; snout is ex-
tremely short; prominent rounded eye spine; large tubercles on
body; 31-33 tail rings; and 14 dorsal-fin rays. The species has
also been recorded by many underwater photographs from the
following Japanese localities: the Ogasawara Islands (Ani-ji-
ma, Nishi-jima, Haha-jima, and Imoto-jima islands), and Kochi
(Kashiwa-jima island), Miyazaki, Kagoshima (Amami-oshima
and Okinoerabu-jima islands), and Okinawa (Kerama Islands,
le-jima, Kume-jima, and Ishigaki-jima islands) prefectures.
Although H. bargibanti has been recorded from Japan since the
late 1990s, no standard Japanese name was proposed for the spe-
cies. Thus, the new standard Japanese name, “Kodama-tatsu,” is
proposed for the species.

AU TVIAREY /A v dJE (Syngnathidae: Hippo-
campus Rafinesque, 1810) X HANIC 13 fEMW 704 L, BEHED
b g O WA AE R 70° ML ETRD D, RBiEE KL,
T RERS DY 7-33, Wl 9-13, B XU AN
2848 THBH T LICKDREDI 515 (Dawson, 1985 ;

T AR

WHAE, 2013 5 AKF, 2025). ZDS5H, ¥FI—v—FK—
A (pygmy seahorses) &PFIEN 2RI, BEFIOEMERE
AV 30 mm R & AR BB O R TIIFHT/NETH D,
G 8 FAHI SN S (Short et al., 2020). ZD 5B, H
A ST EAICE D E, Hippocampus bargibanti Whitley,
1970, 517 L %Y/ 3 Hippocampus denise Lourie and Ran-
dall, 2003, /NF ¥ g U XV Hippocampus japapigu Short,
Smith, Motomura, Harasti and Hamilton, 2018, 33XV %
Y/ 2 Hippocampus pontohi Lourie and Kuiter, 2008 0 4 f&
MNHI S N TV B (Short et al., 2018; Motomura and Uehara,
2020 ; FHAX - (LEH, 2022 {EREIE D, 2023 5 AR, 2025).
iz, BROKPEERERICHE D E, AEKEEONLED
51& Hippocampus colemani Kuiter, 2003 1 $G019 % fli & 7
FENTWS (Senou et al., 2006; Kuiter, 2009 ; 517 « HiGE,
2018).

2010 £ 5 2023 SIS T, 1 fEAD XY JF kv
AL, @EIR, BERERE, BXUMHRIED 558
SN, H. bargibanti \ICFEE NIz, AMIZ I NE THAD
SEEAICHED CITEH 500 Gk, 2012 mC - (L,
2022 ; fefgiE A, 2023), EFERIFIIEBINTORL.
AW TIE, HARMICAIE T % H. bargibanti D53 4r 7= %4
ML, ZOLETHAREEACOWTEFHICERTS L E
I, AR U THMEERNY 21889 %.

M EAE

FEA D EH4 + 1 Lourie and Randall (2003) & Lourie
and Kuiter (2008) IZ L7zM¥ o> 7z, GHWE T 2L/ F X%
HWWT 0.1 mm B X Tiro7z. FRAMAEIGEMEAE, BHE,
BRUOWERICHT 2EH7ET/RLUE (Table 1). FHEAE
(standard length) (Z{AEF /21 SL, SHE (head length) &
HL, 35X UWE (snout length) (& SnL &&Kid Uiz, Al
FICHWTAERZIA— A NSV 7 HEYIRE (AMS), &SRR
FH T EEEE Y Y EE (BSKU), ERERPRES
WL EEYIRE (KAUM), M)V D2 - HiBKk YA
(KPM), I X GEVGRFA DI (NSMT IS RE SN TE D,
RS DAL D HIZ ZNZENDMEE DT — 2 X— X
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimens of Hippocampus bargibanti from Japan (A: BSKU 103865, 33.7 mm SL, Okino-shima island, Kochi Prefec-
ture; B: BSKU 103923, 37.4 mm SL, Okino-shima island, Kochi Prefecture; C: BSKU 103925, 36.9 mm SL, Okino-shima island,
Kochi Prefecture; D: KAUM-I. 148381, 38.5 mm SL, Hachijo-jima island, Izu Islands).

ICEEENTVS. &, MR)IFAZEMmOR « HiBkEY)
FHOBAL K UHHEREF S, ErOR ETEHZIED
B0 0 2L THOBFBHNENTVS D, &
MTERAIE T LRI L.

Hippocampus bargibanti Whitley, 1970
A4 2y ()
(Figs. 1-3; Table 1)

EAX 11k (KE 17.1-38.5 mm) : BSKU 103865, I,
AL 33.7 mm, SHIREETMO BRI, K%E30-35
m, 2010 4£ 7 A 20 H, MEFAIE - Ik LIGARERER ; BSKU
103923, M, {AE 37.4 mm, BSKU 103924, ff, 1AE 368
mm, BSKU 103925, W, {AE 36.9 mm, &K1 E
D EACRIE, /K40 m, 201047 H 21 H, REFRIE -
By FIRER ; KAUM-L 148381, iff, AR 38.5 mm, BRGTHS
AL B USLHT - X< R, 33°08'52"N, 139°44'13"E, 7K i
25-30 m, 2020 4F 11 A 16 H, T, #EFIEH] ; KAUM-L
162686, Itff, (A 26.5 mm, FEVESIRR & D E libHITIE
Wi, 31°15'09"N, 130°14'03"E, /K 23 m, 2021 4F 11 H
21 H, T, EHEE/K ; KAUM-L 179182, i, {KE 17.1
mm, JERSEORREE B S, RN, 30°4727"N,
130°16'44"E, 7K 1525 m, 202341 A 8 H, T4, 1%
7K KPM-NI 16155, {K 18.6 mm, {fif =y &2 ;
NSMT-P 101555, i#ff, {AE 30.2 mm, NSMT-P 101575, ff,
&£ 37.4 mm, NSMT-P 101576, [ft, {AE 27.5 mm, /&H
WEETOBALRE, /KE40m, 201047 H 21 H, &

HPRIA - J FIRER.

BEE&H {RTEE  KPM-NR 34376, KPM-NR 34377,
JAL S, KEE 30 m, 1999 4 11 H 20 H, BEAEARR ;
KPM-NR 36460, /\3C &, 7K 30m, 2000 4E 5 F 3 H,
HEIREA. NEIRFES  KPM-NR 140362, R 5|5
B, JKEES40m, 20134E3 A2 H, [HHESH ; KPM-NR
50791, REBVIEPE, KE30m, 199946 H 16 H, i
fe 7% ; KPM-NR 38721, R} E%]EREE 2000 4F, HHpG{g
- KPM-NR 38720, RFSHIERE, 7KEE 50 m, 2000 4F,
PG . B8 : KPM-NR 41707, /K27 m, 2000 4
9 H 2 H, )4 ; KPM-NR 38867, A1k, /K% 28 m,
2000 4£ 3 H 18 H, BLATHE ; KPM-NR 38980, fAk, 7K
P27 m, 200047 H 6 H, & ;KPM-NR 265003, #H
5, JKEE27 m, 200048 A 21 H, #EE/L)L BEFE:
KPM-NR 80294, 7K 22 m, 2002 4F 10 H 27 H, fEHES;
KPM-NR 80924, 7KZE22m, 2002 4F 12 A 6 H, EEEK;
KPM-NR 235720, 7K 25 m, 2010 4£ 9 [ 10 H, E& i —ER;
KPM-NR 235829, 2010 4£ 10 H 10 H, E&{f _H3. &=
Bf B : KPM-NR 36022, KPM-NR 36023, KPM-NR 36024,
AERK ISP ANET, JKEZE 19 m, 2000 4F4 H 13 H, 2
Fk » KAUM-IL 769, sk BEE, 7Ki%E32 m, 201348 H
13 H, FJEHT. i85S | KPM-NR 36057, iR, /K
%34 m, 20004 6 H 3 H, & H %5 ; KPM-NR 36349,
KPM-NR 36350, {i#E 5, /KZE44 m, 2000 4E, ¥ G
fd ; KPM-NR 84978, /S, 7K¥ 523 m, 2003 410 H
1 H, /NE+; KPM-NR 93512, 2004 45 H, 4D
A ; KPM-NR 38358, KPM-NR 38359, KPM-NR 38360,
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22.2-26.9
31-33
14

Lourie and Kuiter (2008)

New Caledonia
Lectotype
AMS 1.
15418-002
19.8
12
31
14

Okinawa-jima
island
KPM-NI
16155
18.6
12
31
14

Iwo-jima
island
KAUM-I.
179182
17.1
12
32
14

mainland
KAUM-I.
26.5
12
31
14

162686

Japan
Kagoshima

Okino-shima
island
BSKU, NSMT-P
n=17
27.5-37.4
12
31
14

-1

Hachijo-jima
island
KAU
148381
38.5

12

31

14

Dorsal-fin rays

Trunk rings
Tail rings

Table 1. Counts and measurements of Hippocampus bargibanti.

Standard length (SL; mm)

Counts

Yuki et al. — Distribution of Hippocampus bargibanti in Japan

TLE, /KEE37m, 2000 410 H 7
H, %) 4% ; KPM-NR 61222,
N o= o R B el B FILE, 7K 33.4m, 2001 4 6
-3 AR2o33 B43¢E =
1% l\',«‘;oiqgérz I St ey A27H, HHEHT  KPM-NR
S 4RI BEIFE o 66247, KPM-NR 66248, 1T 5,
IKE34m, 200248 A3 H, ¥
%2 ; KPM-NR 88884, I 5,
JKPZE28 m, 20054E8 A 19 H,
K% 2 ) KPM-NR 195665, 7T
2| 32501 29239 2 B K E21m, 2016 47 A 27
NN o~ — O N AN n»n T~ [e%e]
H, W& 2 ; KPM-NR 196048,
KPM-NR 196049, {HVL &, /K%
20m, 2018 4E 7 A 26 H, % K
&2, KPM-NR 211371, KPM-
So xdesSS% 25226 o NR 211372, fHLE, /K% 23 m,
NN —- =9 O AN NN N
20204F 8 HS H, W &M & &2,
KPM-NR 216068, {F7L &, K%
36:m, 2001 4 4 H 29 [, fHIfEWE;
o NN =g o NS = — KPM-NR 216069, F7 5, K%
| < N — >N v N §
°’ an = Caasy) o 30m, 2007 45 H 5 H, s,
KPM-NR 216070, L)k, K%
20m, 2007 4E 5 A 3 H, {HfEEE;
KPM-NR 217552, BERREE, /K
o TSN o~ 0 Oy O < R
=Y XogFdgs« genad o YE20m, 2016 4E7 A 18 H, Mt
AL KPM-NR 42127, B Rz
BRI S, 7K 28 m, 2000 4
10 H 20 H, f#lFTE—H5 ; KPM-
€ 00 o ow o Ny
~F dgusQ gr S wggl 8 NR 34255, KPM-NR 34256, A K
T g TN ) N i .
Cs §§§§ﬁ@ §§§§§ < By, JKEEA40 m, 1999 4E, JIIAHI
> . N\ELLEEE | KPM-NR 36052,
KPM-NR 36053, AIHE, K21
m, 2000 4F, HIAHIT ; KPM-NI
= BN =R | —mMANS|  — 38006, KPM-NR 81414, KPM-NR
2° FZUd-Zww gdadgyg 2 ~ .
= 81415, f41H S, 7K 30 m, 2000 4F,
HAHT .
& SO FHEUHE & A OKE,
o HE, BXUMERICHTZEEG
[=]
= (%) 7 Table 1 IC/R U7z, HEI &
= . -
S BRI MRS 5. BRI RS
g K0 BV fEDOIEAHANC I T,
S _ FTATHALKO/NE 75237 (KPM-
—~ (0] ’.\ — .
- .52 & NI 16155 TIdAFERE). SIS
G B g4 e N
S ~ 8838 5 = [ |, HIC D> TH &7 90° DFET
2 = SEC S EsB_I8 g
.2, C22Ez ZsBfs |3 T 5. MDA, M
o > = S S © g o e —_ {5 : R
SEEFEPEESERIEE S E B¢ K OIERICRE RO IS, e
< —- = 0O [ —_ — = O T| <
EE S L8 _ xS 535865 c|E o ¢ -
%-?é § E‘T';s g g g % §§ éé %. g § é S uﬁ@qjy%ﬁéﬁﬁb‘gﬂﬁﬁkb\ﬁf
A<SEEITIFEARAAISTAOCAOS A | DR OB FUS R, Wi
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27 m depth. Photo by H. Endo.

IRTIEFITHE . ARl & BARSLIGBE R, Sk
THICHES B, Bl 1 DOIRORIHME R EA (BSKU
103925) NH 3. FEIHED 1 A B i AA1 1 RT
e 5. iR/ E HRRMHRETIC 1A, TR
B, aTIR TEE FAIKIEEAIC L oz e D, i)
FLIE/NE <MD ST O FEICHLT 5. LG
L RIS RRRFEE LMD D 5. FEELRAT /71D
LA, RERES D BREECHR, FhoRRRiRR, XU R L
DORUISAZICHIET 5. BED FREERR & TR Eoi
WERFEGED EIBORTEBE TORFIET 5. WerEB & i
O FREEARITERET 5. GRS & AR FRESERR - oofkix
REEEAR E o i U TR E V. JRERERO H AR
ORfiE FRERAR EORE & LN CRREERET 5. HiifEe &
ICEREIT R, ST E IR 5. HiEld 15
TRZED 5L, BRAMAZH TR T, 5 10-11 4K
M BIRE D, 5 1 BiaTb 5. HHEEIEDORIL 3 AT,
EADNS AN REL KD, MigE%&IEMAAZHT
. MEONTF (5 ERik/7IacYIiuALs. HEOATM
ERRREEE L, M. BEIERITNE L, IIMERICH
% 7/ (BSKU 103865, KAUM-IL. 162686, NSMT-P 101555),
X3 mw. BENEL, BEbIEARmIC D) D 1 EM 7%
%. ST L.

Fig. 2. Underwater photograph of Hippocampus bargibanti (KPM-NR 265003) from Kashiwa-jima island, Kochi Prefecture, Japan at

8% ok (Fig 1) —BPRERICET. 1k
ot IkAt, HEaRZHOTARE, HEh SR E.
it K D IROVIRIRP BB o T AR OB BT T
. ARORIZ, e R, BRE, SR HUTARE,
BRUERM ORI O, i, BiE BXU
a3 B, EERIE—RRIC .

8% AMEIHA BB 7sVEY, YL—U7,
AV RRYT, NTT7Za—F=7, VEEVHE, NX
TV, RNTX, FA—=AFFVUT, BLXUZa—AL D
ThEHENTWS (Gomon, 1997; Lourie and Kuiter, 2008;
Shao et al., 2008; Lourie et al., 2016). HAENTIX, AL
BO%, R/ OLE, @HRTOE, VISR
5, KBERESIREE, 3 X O MR S S DK 15-40
m A SR EN, S LEEOEA (KAUM-L 148381) (&
AFD A OILIRFLER & 42 G, 2012 5 HAR - (L,
2022 ; & A, 2023 5 AWIFD). KPEHEICHETE, /)
SIREES, AR, ERR, R SRR (O
), KMFEBEAS - s, AEHEEEKRE - Kk
B, MRS SIS - OHLE - ACKE - BREE, B
KUNEIFEEAEEOKGES-523 m b SREN T
% (=%, 2001, 2012; Senou et al., 2006; Kuiter, 2009 ; {1,
2009; Motomura et al., 2010 ; %, 2013 ; & « J#fE, 2018;
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Fig. 3. Underwater photograph of Hippocampus bargibanti (KAUM-II. 769) from Okinoerabu-jima island, Amami Islands, Kagoshi-
ma Prefecture, Japan at 32 m depth. Photo by K. Uehara.

Motomura and Uehara, 2020 ; #f#IE A, 2023 ; AHF%E). A
fFHAENICBWT, FFE#EEU MM SRR EINTE
D (3 #E, 2001, 2012; Senou et al., 2006; Kuiter, 2009 ; f}
%, 2009; Motomura et al., 2010 ; T-%%, 2013 ; &% - JHHE,
2018; Motomura and Uehara, 2020 ; #{{lZ 7, 2023 ; AHF2%),
RO 22T ML 0T 5 LEZBENS.

@€ AW TR L7 HARED 11 AR, HHEIRS
B 14, KRS B 9-11 GEH 10), SRR & 12,
RICZBOBMAR D2 DT &5, Gomon (1997) I
&£ % H. bargibanti Dl#, ¥ XU H. bargibanti DL 7 k&
A TORBIC—R LT/, ARICHES N, UL,
TN 5 DOREALE 10 2 T Lourie and Kuiter (2008) D 7R L
T Al & T 7% 5 7 (Table 1). Lourie and Kuiter (2008)
DL 8 AR L DRNMEFEICED S EDTH D, AWt
FUC K o T R OFHARNIIC 331 % ASFHOFE N 25 FL O #i P
&, XD &AL 7.

AKFi & Hippocampus waleananus Gomon and Kuiter, 2009
&, WD TRV, ERELKO®Z £D, JRfinkih 31-33
(H. waleananus "Ti& 32) OREZHHET S & T, [AEM
L& N5 (Lourie and Kuiter, 2008; Gomon and Kuiter,

2009; Short et al., 2020). 7z, AKEE H waleananus & Lt
LT, BT 5 (BE TR LRY), H5iE
RN 14 (12) THS T L TARBISHANE NS (Lourie
and Kuiter, 2008; Gomon and Kuiter, 2009 ; ASHFZT).

GHEE (2009) (X IMHEE D SIKHE EICIE DWW T Hippo-
campus satomiae 72 15 U7z hS, T OMEKIEYIH D TRV,
BRALIR OB Z £ D, BRUIR BT 25z DC
LS, H bargibanti \ICHEFTE I NIz,

Hippocampus bargibanti DIE#EM%  Hippocampus bar-
gibanti 1FTNFX CICHEEOMHL TIEENTED, Pygmy
Seahorse Z 1 T XL LI ET I —V—F—X (FHH,
2006 ; Fif®, 2007 ; 7—V A, 2018), Hif,; Bargibant’s
Seahorse # 1 F FKi LIe/N—F NV by —FK—X (ma—
V—, 2018), ZL Tk AP IXY (FroNL-U—2,
2007) HHWVSN, ThE TICHEIHOEENS O H A
R4 (AARfEES, 2020) O3 HEHEf4
ORBIFITON TRV, e, ARIEARICEDE, &
IR S Geik, 2012), VSRR S DX (H
&« (L, 2022: KAUM-L 162686) & Wisiks (EREE D,
2023: KAUM-L. 179182) 75 DalEkMNH 57, ZDERICE
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BHERMAIIRE SN TOAEL.

ARFFFETIE, JULEED 1A (KAUM-L 148381) 1T
HOE, PN aX 2V ERET 5. THUIARED
MFIRICIADY % 7 2 F T & Anthogorgia Verrill, 1868 77
F1 Y X8 Muricella Verrill, 1869 O ORNCHE BT HHEF
(Kuiter, 2009; Koido and Kitamura, 2023; Figs. 2, 3) h/K 32 (6t
RIcTEB KR ZEHEE5 T LICHE.

E&iEEX ax~< %Y (1FEA) D AMS L 15418-002,
Hippocampus bargibanti D L7 + X A 7, {KE 19.8 mm,
Za—ALRZT7 - XAT, JKE30m, 1969 4 7 H,
Georges Bargibant [Fricke et al. (2025) ZAFEDL 7 s Z A
72 AMS 1. 15418-001 & L7z, L7 b2 A TZIEEL
7z Gomon (1977) IC X % & AMS L 15418-002 L7 ks Z A
7, AMSL 15418-001 D85 L7 R B2 A T TH 3B ].

E 3

A 20 £ L HBICH T 0 ELLRA RO T
HEBRECICIE, H. barginanti DFEARDE ST, 73 I[IRA74E
D5 « HEREEYIAE ORISR IZ T EE R OB iR F]
FICBE LT, Mok BEEO LR KICIEKPEEORE
fte, i B (e, REREREREE K
BRA 7Y —E X AQUAS), XU LIBRERK (3
YUV YIRT MY —, NIAHMED 133 EH
IV U 7z m IR O B T OWEIKREEIC ST 1n iz 7z2n
fz. £z, =X FZ V) 71EY)fED Amanda Hay, Kerryn
Parkinson, 35 & O} Graham Short &I 13 ZETHE 3 OMEA
BORIC 172\ W 2720 2. Ichthy FREEZE B O HA R
KEEXDOEZEIIEEMICOE U GEYIABIE Z 0z iiwn
fe. YUEOFRICEATREMOEZEKT S, AWFLIIER
BRPRREVIEAE D THEVLE - JRERYE O bR
AT 27 b O—BE L TirbNiz. AWZEO—R
AR E N BAR T BRPEIRB M ORI 2 —
7 LY oR— bk, ISPS Bl F#E (20H03311 + 21H03651 -
23K20304+24K02087), JSPS fi5 Ml FHX—B 77 .
777V AR R (CREPSUM JPISCCB20200009),
R AR e L TS E SRS el - ASEREISIC
B2 7 a—IVBEEWANAIE, BRUTERERY
DIy g VEBEEIE )RR BERSZPLE L T4
e sHbDZ MR & THUSRIA ] OEFNMEET
V) ORZZT .
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