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Rei Sakanoue and Fumihito Tashiro. 2025. Wild metamorphosed larvae of Verasp-
er moseri (Pleuronectiformes: Pleuronectidae) collected from the Pacific coast of
Hokkaido: morphological and genetic evidence. Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of
Japan, 60: 41-46.

Two metamorphosed larvae of Pleuronectidae (15.2-16.8

mm standard length) were collected from the Utabetsu Fishing
Port, Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan. Based on morphology and DNA
barcoding, the specimens were identified as Verasper moseri
Jordan and Gilbert, 1898. Field records of the early life stages of
this species are limited to four metamorphosing larvae collected
from the offshore surface of the Sanriku Coast, Tohoku region
in 1976, and to juveniles (only photographic records) obtained
along the Pacific coast of Hokkaido between 2012 and 2017. The
newly collected specimens are described herein and represent
the first voucher specimens of wild larvae from Hokkaido. These
findings suggest that the Pacific coast of Hokkaido function as a
nursery ground for V. moseri.

71 LA RV 1T )& Verasper Jordan and Gilbert, 1898 |
i, HRZSGIE K EFORER - imEh o<y A
J Verasper moseri Jordan and Gilbert, 1898 & 5Kk & /j L A
Verasper variegatus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846) @ 2 ffi HY
154 % (Norman, 1934; Fricke et al., 2025). T 5D S
BV AT, HATEFICHIMRLALO KR ES
X UA K=Y 7 ifi7% G EIEE 2N R T oMb ke &
NTWws (JEkf, 2016; Tashiro, 2022). A ILHEED 5
ALK FPAEIC B8 BOKFEE BRI TH 2 5, 1980 FFEAKLL
BEICEIREAZEICED U FEEH, 2011, EEEEA

fRgEH 5O NMUCN i fEHE L Yy FU A F) IcBWT
Vulnerable (f&75) IZ#EEEN TS (IUCN, 2021). D
KO RN S, ARIIBIHCEN G L L THE FTO
fFHEFRDIEREBISE CHREE D, 2000) 0, FEEZERE - HGR
B DV TIZZ < OFIR (tifgE v kEAERY;, 2005 ;
=15, 2005; Wada et al., 2014) DERBINTWVWSE —J5 T,
BRI DY LICH T B HnkafiE el E
D% EDERRERHIRIC OV T FofiEEhTwn
A4 AN

—fRICA LA HAEBTE, MADOKELIZFEINE XD
ELIKRDE LS, WAL SIS X TERERBEICIZRE
Nz eEMNMENTWVS Miller et al., 1991; Minami and
Tanaka, 1992; Duffy-Anderson et al., 2015). <V /37T DV
TREJIC X BB XGRSO HEYI R G E 7% £
5, JbigE CHOR E N liiklE, AT 2 & A FRITH
MDIKTE 300 m D KFEMIANEFE L, 2T TR (24
) Z11-o7ct%, HUdkEEAIL 19 5 Lo fER ) 2
119 T EMEEINTVS (Wada et al., 2013; Kayaba et al.,
2014, 2017; Kawabe et al., 2017). —J5, B4 COFIMETT
SHCRES B EHEMNEERER SN TE D, fFRaOHBfliE=
PEM L TOREIC L EX 2D (il - &k6, 1976), dt
HRE AT RR R IEGE T TR E ISR L HEE S N5 A
OB HEG SRR E TN TS (E - i L, 2016 5 5
K, 2018). TNHDEEN S, REOHFKE SR I
DS BT AR EHEE S N B DY, ZOFERNCIE R
EAHRMZ .

FHHEDIE, 2022 4 6 HIicAtifpE X O & WA i B
g B2MRICT, I VAYLREENSZERET TEED A
LA RUFf 2 [ARZERE LTz, S, JLifiElc TR O
FRIEANRESI NI C L&, EBD DAz ffissd
I E 7% 75T, FEINGD B IKEYANE % finkidfE o
FRGEE®, CNETHEMEZEZ SN TERENGNED
JREICHAHES B A[RENE 2R b DTEH BT M5, T
ISRl 2t 5.
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Fig. 1. Metamorphosed larvae of Verasper moseri from Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan. (A): HUMZ 233253, 16.8 mm SL; (B): HUMZ
233254, 15.2 mm SL.

MRERE

JERERF B O FHEL - BHIT IR Y - il (2013) 1S
otz BHANE TV 2V FAB X UEAKHEMEL T
BRI 7 XA—2ZHWT 0.1 mm A E Tfro /2. fZHEk
£ (standard length) (& SL, BH{ (head length) (& HL &
ZTNEFNME L. fFHERIIC 1) 2 i EERS O HIhE
AIEEA (20000 BXUHFE -« A (2014) ZBHIC L .
BRI T, 99% %/ —)UCHEE S Nz Al
f% /» 5 Wizard® Genomic DNA Purification Kit (Promega)
% VT DNA Zfiliti L7z, PCRIZI F > R 7 DNA
(mtDNA) @ cytochrome oxidase subunit I (COI) fEI 7% g
Mg E L, 7514 ~<—& LT Ward et al. (2005) ME&51L
7z Fish F1 (5>-TCAACCAACCACAAAGACATTGGCAC-3’)
& Fish R1 (5>-TAGACTTCTGGGTGGCCAAAGAATCA-3")
2, LR OSSR (RISTEIR DR 10 ul) TiTo 72!
57 DNA VA7 1.0 pl, KAPA2G Robust HS RM with dye (H
AT LR T4 7 R) 50, 5uMDET 54— 1.0 yl,

ZEHIK 2.0 pl 5 94°C T 5 /A%, 94°C - 15§, 54°C -
158, 72°C « 30 BOWREY A 7))V 7%& 30 MR DR L, %
IZ 72°C T 7 7O ME. 15472 PCR FEY)IE, ExoSAP-
IT Express (Applied Biosystems) 1 & 0 k5% U /2%, PCR
RISICHWE TS A4—Z2HOW TRty —7 Y Ay —E
A (@—aTsrVzxT47R) ItUe. BEADNS
1% 5 NI EROH 72 [E R B 51 7 — 2 N — I E ek L,
BLAST MERIC K D ik &S TV B HRE & DR 7%
F7z (Table 1). AW HWTEARE, JLEER AR
HHEYIRE (HUMZ) 1288 - E SN T3,

Verasper moseri Jordan and Gilbert, 1898
VAT
(Figs. 1, 2; Table 2)

SAEIEA 2 H{k : HUMZ 233253 (16.8 mm SL; LC895535),
233254 (15.2 mm SL; LC895536), JtigiE z » & Wy &k Al

Table 1. List of samples used in present study with DDBJ accession numbers. UW: Institutional code of Burke Museum of the Univer-
sity of Washington, USA; HUM-I: Institutional code of the Hiroshima University Museum (Ichthyology section).

Voucher collection no. Locality

Species Accession no.
Pleuronectidae indet. genus and species larva LC895535
Pleuronectidae indet. genus and species larva LC895536
Verasper moseri LC895537
Verasper moseri MHO032540.1
Verasper moseri MH032541.1
Verasper variegatus MHO032544.1
Verasper variegatus MH032542.1
Verasper variegatus MH032543.1

HUMZ 233253 Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan
HUMZ 233254 Erimo, Hokkaido, Japan
HUMZ 223853 Usujiri, Hokkaido, Japan
UW 118096 Fukushima, Japan

UW 118097 Fukushima, Japan
HUM-I 180 Miyagi, Japan

UW 117963 Ishikawa, Japan

UW 117965 Ishikawa, Japan
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WO LR (41.9937°N, 143.1601°E), 7K 0.5 m,
20224 6 H 15 H, /VIUHIAGHE, T b 5E - e - 3
JREE « SFEENT - B - Az - TR

SCE S EHAMEZ Table 2 1R, AR T,
F UM 2. &S ARROR 172, RS < .
R KZAEDW 13T, ZOrigEA. WIidE
<, ZOETRZBEREOKN 12. REFMET, BREEED
1/4. FERRIZSEER S R O IEHFR ICAi@E U, MR O Fi# i
FIEE CHEERR FICH S, mIRREREEE S, BEELxv
SN T, ERERIZEEORK 1/3. EBEO%IE FIRO
Hifg 5 1/3 OE MBEICET . PACIRAE T O NSRS
i, FEOZNE O DI MCHITICHIET 5. msEOM X
SO T, AR - MEARM T L < i FEET 5.
Sl VAR - SRR & BISRTERL. AR OMIFRIE HfE T
JITHENICW S Bihd 5. HHEmAIE FIRSEAHIICAT
EL, SiEFRLIIAAZBTZ QMHEAE &I,
B HENATRII M EE L CIRIGHE T OIS L, gk
WFIAAZBT D QERE &IC—EE). Mg R
Uil MR NROE FICAIE 9 2. MEXARRM - AR &
LITARFBET, BERITEFIGEL TVRY (Fig. 2). [IRfE
TREBIHEER IR T K D R A ICIE S 5. ek

Table 2. Count and measurements of larval specimens of Verasp-
er moseri from Hokkaido, Japan. b: blind side; o: ocular side.

HUMZ HUMZ
233253 233254
SL (mm) 16.8 15.2
Counts
Dorsal-fin rays 79 77
Anal-fin rays 60 57
Pectoral-fin rays (0) - -
Pectoral-fin rays (b) - -
Pelvic-fin rays 6 6
Caudal-fin rays 19 19
Free neuromast on lateral-line ca. 90 ca. 90
Gill rakers 0+7 0+7
As % SL
Body depth 47.6 49.9
HL 34.6 37.7
Caudal-peduncle depth 14.3 15.4
Pectoral-fin length (o) 34 3.5
Pectoral-fin length (b) 33 3.5
Pelvic-fin length (o) 7.7 7.6
Pelvic-fin length (b) 7.1 7.3
Longest dorsal-fin ray 14.3 Tip damaged
Longest anal-fin ray 14.9 15.3
As % HL
Snout length 15.6 15.5
Upper-eye diameter 26 26
Lower-eye diameter 26.2 273
Interorbital width 2.7 2.4
Upper-jaw length (0) 32.9 30.8
Upper-jaw length (b) 31.7 28.3
Lower-jaw length (o) 31.6 28.3
Lower-jaw length (b) 31 26.7

Fig. 2. Schematic drawing of pectoral fin on ocular side of Ver-
asper moseri. (A): HUMZ 233253, 16.8 mm SL; (B): HUMZ
233254, 15.2 mm SL. Bars indicate 0.5 mm.

MIE T, fERFcld 2 TR (HUMZ 233254 (32 E D
AR L TV 5 72O BISCART] © Fig. 1B).

BF  AERE, Wil & ITkoE IR EEHOFL .
AHRRITIEWIES A B BRI TERROEAE LI
BOOOERHPFICES . NDOOEROERITINIC
Ko THRA T, TNCK D RNEBERRZTEKT 5. IHIE
EEEED, IR R E R 1, fEIREH T 1,
TIEELERAITIC 5 il d K OB EEEHEIC 3 b % . g
FEMBEOFTH B 3-5 HHOMBREE, BEERISAT O
M5 1-3 FHOAGHE L IEXT 5. MfEREH 5 JEIERLR
ST T R R D D 5. IR T BERDIRD S
FHMERRICKIETSICHIET 5. JEEZBR SHEOHE
BT, B0, SO 5 3/4 755 TN
EEED RGN D 23 1IXMF THETHRINS NI BB R
W& 5. 10% RV Y IEHRTREER, 70% T2/ —)b
7 FToktal, ottt Alfitatixs.

S AREE S 7N L AREERE O HAE, Y
NY IS TEHG - LB T TOA R—Y Vil
&, LR, EilEB K UEE, SRENTVwS (R
i« - JE N, 2013; Parin et al., 2014 ; JE ], 2016; Tashiro,
2022 5 AWIZE). HAENTI, JLHRERTOHAMRANE,
ISR D KRR R B K UA R —Y 7N/
% (JEff, 2016; Tashiro, 2022 ; A&MF9%). 753, HAWFIC
BUF B ARED it EkE Tashiro (2022) TN K E N,
AFUERZ S Bk E m o T IREN DR L TN TS, —
FT, HERROGEEEN %A N TR TR L &
RO RE G FHE T S Nz b b (Eak- =i,
1991), SEAE Tl AbHEE rE E OTLAERT EDREAR (B 5
M BGRMEA) HME 5Nz (HUMZ 235043, 262.6 mm
SL, 202444 H 6 H : URL). AREDfrHIE, =FEhEE
Gl mk@, 1976) A5, M IbfEERPrRhE F
ekt |, 2016), 20 BHT (K, 2018) IR OERIH ()

Ichthy 60 | 2025 | 43


https://minna-museum.jp/data/11500

Sakanoue and Tashiro — Wild metamorphosed larvae of Verasper moseri collected from Hokkaido

of Okhotsk
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Fig. 3. Collection localities (stars) of larvae and juveniles of Verasper moseri in Hokkaido, Japan.

F, 2025) hEZERENLBENDS.

FRDERE AEA 2 [AAKE, AHREOAMIC IR
IEEREDEERN R, AHREIO LFEENEE DK
173, HEALIZMEEDRR K O 5 ThrE %, WiBO A §l
WHHHE TH 2 LR EDFz s DT TV AT EE
—¥d % (R - LJEWN, 2013 ; 2R, 2016). <Y HhY
J& 2 FEO R, 15, HiE B XU RO MY L EERIC K >
TROFAMNATHET, <V H T IZIAR IR O B AR
7, RV LA OROBHEZNEEAZ S (-
TN, 2013 ; JERd, 2016). —J7, AREEARE, MEEOE
FIMATGETDH B T &, 5hE LB REON T D ARG £ T
LTWanC L, REMRGEHTH S L, BNRIE
K THB I L TLEET THEZDIFHEEE HRIED, 2000,
2001 ; /d + A, 2014) CHIKrE N7z, AIEA (2001)
T, *VAYE?2 MO BEFHEBOSRERRICHIT %
Rzt Lz L 25, ZREBLIEORREICHT 28D
BRI R H LA KOV AATDIFNENT & Z2fE LT
WD, AEEA 2 AT E AR 2 k& D LhRId b
TRINEWEBINFED 5 NS (Table 2). WA TJE 2 [IiC

O TUORENTD, £ ICERET TEHZEOFHRIHEEZENT
B5T, EHICAREARTIIHSEIAORE: « /32— &
TTRE L TWRNT & s, TERENRHRICED { HEFH
FEFRARETH > 7.

ZF T TARMIETIE, DNAN—O—FT oV JIcEDE
AEEADBIGIREREZF M LTz, R THRE LY
W h T @A 2 fE kD COIL FEB D H/ thFE AL Y1 (620 bp:
LC895535-895536) (%, Vinnikov et al. (2018) TIRE & A,
[ B EL A 7 — 2 X — 23 (INSDC) I B ikE Nz

Y ATO2Y YT I)VOHEFES] (MH032540-032541 -
EEBRFE) B X UAWZE THE U T A D COI FE
D &4y M LR %) (HUMZ 223853 5 LC895537 ; URL) &
99.8-100% —F L 7z. — /5, [AHRIC Vinnikov et al. (2018)
THEESNTZRTH LA D35 7)) (MH03252-032544:
BRI 1) & ORI X 96.7-96.9% T & - 7z (Table
D. DLEDNS, AR 2 fiAD a7z T L RE L.
¥, AREA 2 EROHIRANC R S Nz BRI DI
KB RNERGRRE, RO X IESICHTET 5 Bt
7 EORRUE, FetThitse Qi - @RS, 1976 5 HiIE D,
2000) 1B B L —EHT 5.
MEEELRICEATZER LBERNTHFDRFEKTE
1987 K O <Y T OEPRREZ HIY & Ul N LRI
TRABRADS IR E N, 2006 4 LLRE IS A [H] 100 J7 D N TAE
(2R 80-100 mm) FURFEMNGFEHMBEN TS
b, 2023). AKEA 2 fi{k (15.2-16.8 mm SL) (I A TR
X0 BIHSMIT/NE W FREEAR T, 2022 FREICEME
NlMEBGR (TH21H-9H 21 H) LD LHiORHHIC
PBEIN TV R DR EHWENS. AR 2HME
HEORD O EL DO, ZOFIAETE L2 & SRR A
RIFWEZHICRAS TR (LB K PE AR
%, 2005 ; FIHIE A, 2011 ; FIH, 2016). AijiBO KEIE
TRREEGRIC K o CAbifEE 3 X U AL A A EAE T O
JEE 2008 FELIRRICEIN L 724, S Nk % <
FANTHEBROMEAEEZ 5N, KIREFRORIE E iR
TNTWEY CELE, 2013). TNE THEIARICHED AR
frfaoadixid, il - &kE (1976) Wk L7z =REmRE
TERE S NIZERIAF R4 RICIRS N TV, a4,
JURERFERFRICB N T, BRERHB K UNEEEN S
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RIRFa &Il E N2 AFERERDVEEC R TR E T 2
(Fig. 3). filZE, EHITEHE T, 2006-2017 4 H
I TiThb NIk O @ I EIC B W T, 2012 LRI
Al 21 fEROHEFAMNRE S TV D (&Y - A E, 2016).
Fiz, SREUFRMES Nz Z 0 BUTHRAR SR ORI T
& 2017 FEICHER | ARD EEERE N GEH, 2018), X 5IC
T E A PE T3 2023 LI OFHE T 2025 7 HEX T
IR 26 EAD R E TV 5 (|, 2025, KRR T—2).
TE5, TS OHEAMERIZOT N IKE Im LUROITHT
TRESI Nz,
CNEOHAZRAET S &, AR ItEE S H It
FARERR RO S ffRa i 2RO ERE & LT
FIHLTHL, M AAORR TS OBGATIC R -
HELTWS EHEHIENS. FEORT AL A ERRICHE
WOWERV UK Z B ET5 2 ML NTED (N
FH, 1933; Wada et al., 2006, 2011, 2012), <V 17 & [AKED
ERENRIEZ AT B ATREED RV, NS ILRE THERE
NI AFHEERD ETR O E B HROEERTH 5 LIRET %
&, FESIEN D 700 km DL B2 b 9B i E AR A A b
%. UL, dtifgEh S sdttsich i Tldrm ~9 28
TR, Z DNIARENEZ AEA S 2 IS E 75T
WNRZ LWV, BEZAENEE 5 —DDREE LT, AMOME
PUGHEHEAAMICIR S S, JEHARD X D IREICFEL T3
AREMED R 5 NG, TOX S ICAROWIHAIE I IEA
ARG RNZ <, BIRZBNICIER I 2 AN 72 3
21D, IR ORI G E L, RN T
B2 G2 AN OERN AR TH 5.
BIZFRIRAOLEBIER < VA7  HUMZ 223853, 1
fEfA, 226.1 mm SL, JtymEEEE T, 2014 45 8 H 20 H.

&!l

&

Z D B PEEIRIER O S B E AN K - PHREERIG, A0
LYEMFR A O AMEZ K - =PRI, BEARDOR
EREZIT 2 L TEREZ Tiniznizizniz., #k
NI (LB R ARETEYED | BillgE L (RERY
KB e Eambl A mtseRh), FMEBEarE -+ GEER A
AV AT LT AARHREIIENRE A HE) 36 K UV R
it - et (FIEESTHR RS 1id, IS
NTWE<Yh U EERIEARDERIC OV TR 2720
To. SRR CUN KA REBTEAIIZERD ICid Ry
H LA DRSO TR 720 Tz, JLEE R S HSE
FEAE AR K A SR  A AE LB 36 K ORISR S8 D Ré
iciE, AWIZROEMEICkEL 2H T v izizniz., &
B, AREOWETICTH 720 Ichthy FRtEZ B OREIF FET] 4+
LEADEFEDIGARGEIHEZW Wi, Dk
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