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Cobitis sakahoko, an endangered spined loach known in Ja-

pan as “Oyodo-shimadojo,” inhabits the Oyodo River system in
Miyakonojyo City, Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan. In recent years,
the foreign invasive species, Coreoperca herzi, known in Japan
as “Kourai-oyanirami,” has invaded the river, rapidly increasing
in abundance and possibly causing a sharp decline in the popu-
lation of C. sakahoko, raising conservation concerns. However,
there has been no direct evidence that C. sakahoko is preyed
upon by C. herzi. We collected 14 large (124.0-240.0 mm stan-
dard length) specimens of C. herzi and examined their stomach
contents, discovering one loach in the stomach of a specimen.
Identification of this individual based on morphological and ge-
netic characteristics revealed it to be C. sakahoko. This finding
provides direct evidence strongly suggesting a predator-prey
relationship between the two species. This is the first direct evi-
dence that C. herzi preys on C. sakahoko.

F 49 R~ R 3 Cobitis sakahoko Nakajima and Su-
zawa, 2015 34 H F Y a v R oMizka T (hE - N
(1, 2017), EIEA (2011) 12 K D IR RERH O i
NKZED S E N, BEHENSDRIEEI N, FKkR%ZE
2 A T pE . U T Nakajima and Suzawa (2015) I & D $rff
R E NIz, 2%, ERERINIDKERNS EARFED
mhsE TNz (@iEh, 2025). HEO LA, 43

R FYa DIERENKRENNNIDKROEAREE E X
5NTHO, JUNREEBOHMBKAEREOKILEREZE X %
FTEELETHS (hEED, 2011,2019 ;5 HHE - Py,
2017 5 W& A, 2025). LA L, AFIEKGENKR TR
JEHES K B L OB T RO RN T B T &
IKINA, #%ihd 2 X5 ICENIRETH DAY T 1AV =
= 2 Coreoperca herzi (Herzenstein, 1896) DfliRIC X % s
T, SUHITZ DAREDNRAD LD DD % AR ERT E N
THH (HLEEED, 2022; Tsuji et al,, 2024), BEEHRKL
FU X R Clfaidfai IBIEIGEEI N TWS (RES,
2020 ; A, 2020).

AV ITAAYV T IBHEFLBICIL 0T 5 AXF
HA V=2 IR OMPBKAT, FICKEE DB ERA R
HAEMAEL, RATEE300mmIEEIC/ES T &S
N5 (NH, 1935; Byeon, 2017; Kim et al., 2023). [N T
(& 2017 RIS AV = 5 S JEASED B IR0 U 7R W E IR IR
KIENIKFZDFIE & KFEN DG AHEN B a7 5 A
AV =T INFER - G E e (HEEFED, 2019).
Ml ¢ 2010 RIS AV = 5 2 Coreoperca kawamebari
(Temminck and Schlegel, 1843) & HERE N TEH H CEM,
AALR), EEEHREINTHN EVWEDDF Iy A=
< X Coreoperca whiteheadi Boulenger, 1900 DEAERIE B %
(HHEFED, 2024). COT D, ITNHAVY=ZIIE
FED ANSIICHORE NI B 5. T DDA T,
FREDFE N & KiE) DG AL TR 20 mm
LT oAz 582 Oay 44V IR EINT
EA, 2019 HEICH7ISSTROMKINS TAav T4 F
=T I OWEERMNE SN, ZTOELFEFENILAL, i
TOEREEEHEML TV WLz (HEEE A,
2022). & B, 2021 FFICiE, 2017 FE & bR U CIERAfA
¥z & UTHRBEORECSERBDA L, ThH5DJH
WELTavoAAv=I3IRAVY=I X SHBDR
BRI ENTWVS (HEEFIZD, 2022). KIE/IIKRIC
BIF5a37 544V IDOEMEICONTIE, MEREEEH,
(2025) DSZIROFIE ORI TEREE U7z fk D H NE
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YIOREZTTY, FEEHERED 60 mm DL | 192 mm DU RO
AROHNEYN S RIENRD N, BHEARENKE X
ZICONTHENGEAKE R B, S I kI s &
PG ENTWS. iz, BEHE - Lk (2025) &Kk
FRHIFNCBOTERE L IeATO H NAYOFE 2170,
KEUERIE E B L TV e ZRE LTV S.

HEEEFIE A (2022) &, #E)INICEBNTaYIA44Y
ZIIDRA - BERICAA T R RY g U OMEED
KBS LTz b Z2MELTED, Tsuji et al. (2024) (&
KIENIKFRDKIENF— 2 LK O LD 55 Hipic T
Bi DNA JER A Z/)N—0—7 ¢ > 7= VI O R
75 E B MR EOFERN S, REH2IAD 71% (39
i) TaAUIA4 V=T I OB DNA KRSz
E, TNH5DOHETOA AT R~ FY g7 DERE: DNA
BHEMENC DD, aUTA44Y 2T I OMBNAA
IR PV aVOMROERN L EDEE T LZRLTY
%. LhrL, ThEToOMETHIMCBNTayI 14y
ZIIMAAI R RV avrEEHBL WS L
RYRELE 7R <, 2 OREBIRIC DWW TR D82 H T
Wixho .

S, FEELEFAVIAAYZIINAAI IR
JavzHBL TV L EERT A7, FHCKEOa

TIAAYV I IR DIC KA HENEEITo T2
ZORER, 1 HEENEBICAAT RIS Ry auziial

TWel L2 LTIcDTHIET 5. £z, KElKRIC
BIFZATTAF YT IDORARHICE LU Tz 15
2172 DT, %bﬁfaﬂﬁﬁ‘%.

MR ERE

Tsuji etal. (2024) ICK D AT T A A Y =5 I DB DNA
NSNS 2 SEIC LT, 20256 H6HE 6 H9
HIC, KIENIKRORIENAGR 1 i, k)1 s, K
UHBE L #S BTV 7 — (REF— - 2 /=4 ¥)
ZRHWIEHIDIC K 2REZTTo 7z (Table 1). 7&d, AR
TR E IO KECE R RIS OREZS THEM L. 13
HNTAEARIZRIER T IOKS L GER L7z BIic i H
IR Z 1T, QW§%%%WLR.%W§%%%ka
AUIAAY T IR LI/, BARE UTREL
WIRL. ﬁWQW#E%;ém&yvk/aWFﬁ%ko
W, BEAROLUASEL, SHAZYIRL, HkT X

J —)VIKISHETREE U TR PN OREAR & Uz, Ak
FHMEFRIVS ) IOKTEIRTCREER, T2/ —)VIKIEHRICE
PUTIRE Ue. SHTIEREDRHEY - BHANG, FEEROEA
7 P\ T Nakajima and Suzawa (2015) IZ WM T 7. EHAI
X ART 01 mm BT/ FAEHN T2 /2, W
f — HE G RS 77 B 4 (prepelvic myotome number, PMN) [,
Nakajima (2012) D 3E £ HEWVIEEEL A 5 5 R &G S
X TONHEIHREE L, BEAECEHEFZENENSL
& HL EMEFEL L7z,

KIC2 F 3 R 7 DNA O cyth fEI O A S 5
DREZIT> Tz, KT R — )V THEIE LT AEARD—E
/"5, DNeasy Blood & Tissue Kit (QIAGEN) % LT DNA
O ZE1T-> 72, X U®IC Inoue et al. (2000) THW SN
7z L14734-Glu & H15990-Pro D 2 DD ST A4 <X — 7
T, 94°Cx10 B D%, 98°Cx10 #p, 55°C5 7, 68°C10 #b7%
35 [EDY A 7 )V T PCR KSZITY, T DOIEHEEY)Z PCR
purification kit (QIAGEN) %= F{ W\ CHE# LU 7z4%1C, PCR &
HACTIA—ANTY—7 Y ARISERITO T Lz,
LhL, MEENTAA I R < FY 370 DNA Byl
ftxncwnizce, ThbsDTIA4—da=N\—)LY
FTAR—TH-olzlzdd, AaVITA4F VY= IDHILED
MNEEHIAZ D DNA OGRFEMIEIRE N7 C &5 EDER
&Y, U FYavEHaHBEUANOERERTE TSN,
V= rh—nmbMhEnizrux NS LA ZEHEE
Lz, U< RYavEAEHONGEEE ORISR E D
W CTH -7z, 2T T, BIREREKTOKGENEAA T R
U RY g U0 cyth B OERES (LC387517) &,
EHEMHEO YT A XY =T D cyth TE O IF IS
(AB108489) ICEEDWNT, WiMEDIFERALS]D I A v FH
ZVEI R, Hilcla T I A —%#KGEH Lz (Cobitis_
cytb L ¢ GTTGACCTCCCAGCTCCTTC, Cobitis cytb R :
GTAAAATGGTGGCTGCAGCA). K754 —%HW\T
iR D PCR MG FEY) 72 6N > — 2 ¥ ARGV
LIz & T AR RSO T, NSRRI %
R4 L C BLAST (Basic Local Alignment Search Tool: URL)
e By

BB, UEAKRCHREMS EBIEE R SR AT
RE EN TV 2 B RAFBEA “MUFS 55918 at KAUM”
EUTBR, (REEINT WS, iz, B35 NIRES 7 —
ZIEHADNA 7—2%/32 7 (DDBDICH IR EN TS (LC

Table 1. Number of individuals (n) and standard length (SL) of Coreoperca herzi collected from the Oyodo River system, Miyazaki

Prefecture, Japan.

Sampling Location n Range of SL (mm) Date
Hagiwara River (31°42'58"N, 131°3'19"E) 8 135.0-187.0 6 June 2025
Okimizu River (31°45'7"N, 131°5'25"E) 4 158.0-240.0 6 June 2025
Oyodo River (31°44'9”"N, 131°3'23"E) 2 124.0-145.0 9 June 2025
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Fig. 1. Cobitis sakahoko (MUFS 55918: 92.6 mm SL) confirmed
in stomach of Coreoperca herzi, from the Okimizu River,
Oyodo River system, Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan. Bar, 10
mm.

907706).

#w R
FHEICBNTIYIA4A V2T 2 14 ffk (124.0-240.0
mm SL) M§EE N7z (Table 1). TDS 5 1 f{k (240.0
mm SL ; 2025 4 6 H 6 HMUKJINC TIRE) OHENN LY
< FYavEasE (926 mm SL) Afgbhnic (Fig. D.
DAENMSIETENAME L TATRYHEREEZ DN
% KA B RO A R RO SRR E e GHAE
MEEA TV T2, FOREDNRAAREETH > 72). K7z
HOMWET, KiE/KRICBI 2ENNREE LTHIS
Nz CNFEIED, 2024 5 M4, 2025) 7N Opsariichthys
uncirostris uncirostris (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846), =21
Hemibarbus barbus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846) & $JJ# &
Nz ONA :n=1,2850mm SL ; =3 :n=1,420.0 mm
SL).
AYIAFVZITIDOHEANSHEENTIY Y
BRI L Tl Eh b HIiE N, D
ik D78« FHRIE % Table 217797, i — A 1 RO 75

fif (PMN) W14 THbO, R TEEME BiE K
fig, REEDIESE, HHEARICHTZHEOHAGZIZT
& &9 % 3B EH M 13 Nakajima and Suzawa (2015) I
Ko TRENEAAT RIS RY g UEEIFIE—BLT
Wiz, cyth fHIERD L EICH 72 % 1,141 bp OHGELFLY] T —
2 % T BLAST MR 217> 7o/ R, )TN i s
FAIRIYRY 3D cyth R TH % LC858658
(1,051 bp) & 100% —F LTz, Fiz, SREZFHLIETIA
< — TR X N7z oyt FHI DB (490 bp) Tld, %
FREN TV BRELSIED 725 bp LRIV T8, cyth TAK D4
fiFE (1,141 bp) TO BLASTHZKTldkby F L -
W NO KIENEAA I R RYa vk E TR
1| (LC387517, LC819053, LC819054, LC858658, LC858660,
LC858663, AB613824) & 100% —& L7z, cytb fEIHDHTF
LSO EERT B2, chd TEZEX T >
O—RLU, AU9IA44Y I IOHFANLESNIZIT R
VavEaEOLERY (1,141bp) ET7SARX LT
fE55, LC387517 (725 bp), LC858658 (1,051 bp), AB613824
(725 bp) & 100% —F L7z, TN 5 OEHNXIEH (2025)
KB TINANNIKSR & KiE IDkRETHEEE NS A4 3T R
YR RYavBloNTazA T EINTVWRNTORXAT
Hl & —F( L7z, DO BIZTFORMMN S, ekl
hEAAI R RV aveREELE.

zE =B

AWFE TN LI HFAAYHAEICLD, avI 14y
=5 2 141D 5 B 240.0 mm SL O 1 {f{KDENEYH
HAAI R RV a DRI N, TRETRIEIIK
REDATTAXY =T IOHNEYIRAER 3 EiTbh T

Table 2. Comparison of counts and morphometric measurements of Cobitis sakahoko between this study and Nakajima and Suzawa

(2015).
MUEFS 55918 Holotype and 9 paratypes
(female) (Nakajima and Suzawa, 2016)
SL 92.6 63.0-88.9
Counts Dorsal fin i, 7 i, 7
Anal fin iii, 6 iii, 5-6
Pectoral fin — i, 7-8
Pelvic fin i, 6 ii, 6
Caudal fin 8+8 8+8
PMN 14 14
In % SL HL 18.2 18.7-22.7
Body depth 14.0 12.6-18.8
Predorsal length 54.3 50.3-56.0
Preanal length 75.0 77.4-85.8
LPP 31.1 32.4-38.0
LPA 23.5 23.7-26.9
DCP 9.4 9.2-10.6
In % HL Snout length 38.2 32.1-38.2
Eye diameter 143 14.6-17.5
Inorbital width 15.9 14.6-20.1

SL, standard length; PMN, prepelvic myotome number; HL, lateral head length; LPP, length of between pectoral-fin base and
pelvic-fin origin; LPA, length of between pelvic-fin base and anal-fin origin; DCP, depth of caudal peduncle.
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WizhY (Tsuji etal., 2024 ;5 FEFEIZ D, 2025 5 fEH « 1L,
2025), AA IR FYVavidEREINTOWEN .
L7eho T, AFAERAKEOaAY S A AV 25 InA4 43
Ry RYavaiiL T3 LEYD THEIAT %5
TH5. 28, AMAUKADFHAED—EB (SL 1K 9 2 HHEL,
BENT R, Mg - BEEELET R R, HL ISx0d 3R
=% t) 7, Nakajima and Suzawa (2015) I X %44 3T R
VR RV avoitiifiie bIhicEiz> Tz, ThHo
2R, SEEHIU 2 Ro L Eh T2 &
KRN 2 EEZADBNS. HILEIEA (2022) &, 2017
ICAA T RO R a UDNZEIER STV I
BT, AU IAF V=T IDHEICHINL 72 2021 0
HETEAAI R RV aubhkKiEiCEDbLIzE L, O
TIAXVY T IR BHMBNA AT R RT3 TDR
VORI THAAHEENE N EER LTS, TNETO
FHETAVIAAY I IOHFNEYN A AT R R
VaUDBERES N o B E LT, TNHDOENEY
FHEDPNTNE T TICAA T R R g U OEEED
o ki iTbNiZ ENFREEZEZ 5ND. SR, T
NHEREINZaAY S A AV =T I OFNEYIHIcA AT
R RV auEiERcEizc &b, HEEEZA (2022)
*° Tsuji et al. (2024) DIEHIZE T2 LN TE. Lk
MoT, AAI R NV avoRerEzs LT, av
FTAXY T IOFRRNTaAY T A4V =5 I 255
ELIEENIEDTDDERHEZII LD ETHRATEH
R OMEIED EE NS .

HEEEF I (2019) Tik, KiE/ KRNI IBNT
AV TAZAY T INMERINTZOE 2017 T, K
EHENZMEENID TR ENTZDIX 20184 TH % C
&, 2014-2016 FFIC A TR E Nz EICB O TA
RS Twnikn ehs, avs/4v=253k
2017 AFEEEICHRBENINIC R S Nz L HEI L TV 5. FHHOD
L 1995 FBUCHER TN DRy b 5w 7T, 3D
Y=o I@AEIENTNIAYIAA VS 3, V=
Z 3, WEEBEEOA VY= IJ/O—HE LTikreEh
TWeDZHBLTWS. JEEANDOHEHWO T, avs
AFV =TI HPEMEEEDOA V=T I oLl
AENEDT, V2T JIEXEHIRE A 7 )1 17KRIL T
HWELIZEDEDZ L THoTz. TOT EMND, 1990 4
RIS HIFRNICBNTAY I AV 2T I 2 EFTEND
YT IEHAFEHNEHER L UTHmE L Wz LD
TH5. Flz, HHIZ 201547 H 30 Hic, #5110 Fik
WAL S B RKE) 1 & 2201 & OB D S22 D EFiMl
1.5 km FEOMET, AHIOERG EORENA Y =TI &
Bz, PE20m i TAVZIILIFEZAICCVKRER
FY =T IEHED, PREESICX> THESNTHSD
ZERHB L. E5IC, #EOKESER RGOS /K

AR INE, AV Ihaus/4v= I
RHTEHZEDOD, 2017 FICHBN RNV AY =S 38
FEDRIFE) DGR T H % 2O FEBOIKE | & D&
A HE THE I N2 D2 Rl ONARKRTAHY =5
SRRSO THRLIZED TH - Lits SNz, %
DFICAT > T B BB RADOH IO & T, BIE
ANCIEZAINCRICA V=5 I it R L Tz e v
IFEE 2TV, TNEDHBRAIN S 2015-2016 FUIC
EHRIFDOSOREINNTAY =5 I @AFHIER L TV
AREMED D 5. THEMEE L TOIOMNERHET S L
MRV, EEEOHED SESNEWN D, B
n (2019) V7R UTzadBk DLt & AJE AN KIE KRS
RALTOWINRetEe H BT EHHLMM IR Tz,
KIENKROAT T A AV =T 31, 202448 HIcH

IR PRI E R B RN 168 SICEDE, st
ANOFFBEH USRHGRD I E Nz (IR /K e Ja i s B
B2024). LA UMD 2026 43 ABIEL, £ V2 —3
rA—2va A MCBOWTEREHNRHO Y I A 4Y
ZIIN THREEIY S A 4AY =53] L LTHEEh
TVW5DZ2EHELIRHRLTVWS. Xk, mn¢t2m4
I BB AR KGRI IO TH T2 IS AT A B ERR
TN GREEEMESHEE Y Z—, 2025), 2025 FEICiEH
AEPE B ERR S Mo (BRBEE B/ BRBE A% T, 2026).
TOTENS, TTICENICBOTARD N ANk
KIETDDH B, 2025 4F 10 H OEREEEIC X B HE Sk
EYEHMREE T, 3T IA44VY 2T I OREEIRE
YHEENOTEINHGRE N TE L (BREEE, 2025), —%
& RLSARZRENREYNCIRE L, ZOWbE iR, i
HOREWZHHIZITS REND D LEZENS. MAT,
T TICER LTWBKRIENKRICIHT 5 TN LD 3L
Kziizdict, Afiznge LIikziEDds L Lt
I, SRS TECT 258 0 TH .

E I

Ak FET 2ICH 20, LN EZR SR L 1Y)
fEO H LB A setdit, kK SE R A DRk rd Al
ARICIZaATIAXY =T ORI, Mok« #RIEH
MOAYTAAY =T IZ2IF CH & T B HABOLEEIREIC
DWTOEHIRM RNV, £z, FHARICIEHE
DFfa]ZZW 2Tz, B REZZEBO IR BURIC AR
AEREEIC CRITOTE IR0 2. NPO K B BRI BSEER 0D
AN, SRR, EBREKKICIEHER 20
iz, BRI AR OATRFEH G, FA0
BERIICIZERRREI D K2 (20254E 11 H 9 H) BAfIcH 1=
DRERTEEVZREW . DEDKRICHRL, TO%
BEO LTEIESHBH L LTS, ARFEOUETICH T D Y]
B2V 20Tz 2 5 DE G & RREE B OHRERRS S
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TICEE# B L LTS, APFHEDO—EIE, NPOEAK
REEFVEZEES CEriggi) 1Chd %82 =70 2025 &
RIBEPIRE (AU T4V 2T I OFEME L ERMDMR
) kU, ERAEREIEE (JP25K01361) Z2
THML 7.
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