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Two types of ophichthid leptocephalus specimens were col-

lected from Sagami Bay, Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. One spec-
imen (88.2 mm total length) was identified based on morpholog-
ical features as Ophisurus macrorhynchos Bleeker, 1853, and the
other specimen (99.2 mm total length) was identified by DNA
sequences as Pisodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson, 1848). The
leptocephalus of O. macrorhynchos has seven gut swellings,
each bearing melanophores, subcutaneous melanophore spots
on the 19th to last myosepta on the lateral midline of the body,
and six subcutaneous melanophore patches ventral to the lateral
midline from the post-anal region to the tail tip. The leptocepha-
lus of P. cancrivorus has eight gut swellings, each bearing mela-
nophores, subcutaneous melanophore spots distributed along
myosepta in every first to fifth myomeres on the lateral midline
of the body, and 12 large subcutaneous melanophores ventral
to the lateral midline from the post-anal region to the tail tip.
The leptocephali of those two species can be distinguished from
other ophichthid leptocephali reported from Japanese waters by
those morphological features. Although the leptocephalus of O.
macrorhynchos from the southern waters of Jeju Island, Korea,
has previously been identified by DNA barcoding, the present
specimen of O. macrorhynchos represents the second report of
the species at the leptocephalus stage. In addition, the present
specimen of P. cancrivorus represents the first description of the
species at the leptocephalus stage.

7 2 A\ E £} Ophichthidae fi %, 5T 300 fLL LA
M5Nn 3w FFH Anguilliformes O Thg & FZAEMED S

WHEHTH D, 2L OMIIINDRFEOREBEENSHSN, —
S ORI HEEICAER T 2 (H, 2025). —75, fFFUl
DIERERRICET 2 HAMESN TV ARV Z <, B
£, HARENTHEINTS Y IALCREE 21 E 72
D55 (HHE - TALK ST, 2025), {fFRIADERER
REBHLEMCENTWSDESEI0M (L7 d
s RrAvn
F Muraenichthys hattae Jordan and Snyder, 1901, A 5 517
Y/
7 S A\Y Ophichthus celebicus (Bleeker, 1856), 7 &7 77
Y7 2\ Y Ophichthus macrochir Bleeker, 1852, 7 F F 7
I\ Ophichthus sangjuensis (Ji and Kim, 2011), XA F >/
7 2\ Ophisurus macrorhynchos Bleeker, 1853, I H &7
F & Scolecenchelys aoki (Jordan and Snyder, 1901), / K7

Echelus uropterus (Temminck and Schlegel, 1846),

S\ Ophichthus asakusae Jordan and Snyder, 1901,

1 X X X7 F O Scolecenchelys fuscogularis Hibino, Kai and
Kimura, 2013, = = X7+ O Scolecenchelys gymnota (Bleeker,
1857)] IfE5NS G&& < BN, 1980; Ji and Kim, 2012; Ji
etal., 2012, 2013a, b, 2014, 2015, 2017; Kunishima et al., 2021;
Endo et al., 2022).

T INERZET /15 14T | H Elopomorpha D {1 £
&, AR RICHIEEIR TR, ML, BEAAYAICIEL T
FLNEL, BHTH 3 E0REEL D, ERfAE
LT ROV A EEHEN S (Smith, 1989 1 S,
2014a). U INEROERHAEZ, BAMNRD L, YE
IRTHWT L, BPHIEWT L, BRTIMEEIC 3 DLIE
DIFHIBE T IXBHTE & D LIk > T, MEOZERAT
fa bz (Miller and Tsukamoto, 2004). & 512, 7
I AL HiE] Ophichthinae DERAFFUITE 1| H 55 2 1HLE
B RIS T T 2 DORFEMNERS U, 2 2 HEERHERIC
BEZED T, =¥F 3w 7 JdE Myrophinae D
BEATAUEES 1 LB BIEIC 2 DX 3 DDy
HLUINEZE S, REONESTHILENRLIZLT S
CETHEO I 5N 5 (Miller and Tsukamoto, 2004) .

RAF I INCERAF 2T INEJE Ophisurus |Z)F
L, BRI REZHEC, SHNREOZET5, [
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Fig. 1. Drawings of the leptocephali of Ophisurus macrorhynchos (A—C: KPM-NI 98677, 88.2 mm total length) and Pisodonophis
cancrivorus (D-F: KPM-NI 98676, 99.2 mm total length) from Sagami Bay, Japan. A, D lateral view; B, E and C, F head and tail
tip, respectively. Arrows indicate origins of dorsal and anal fins. Scale bars = 1 mm.

MRKEL, WMETENKLIRDE, RETEEN15m%Z
WA 20N zZEL, WE, B8 #HEBSXUH
RICHAET % (HEEE, 2025). 2 F3IKEZTTIANYE
Pisodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson, 1848) [ X IR Z 7
Y7 S \YJ@ Pisodonophis \ZJ& L, ARG LN S
ROFHEEE TOREEND O, JFHHPHE, HiEn
MR RATEE FICAIE T B, AR AHZH T,
FRCHTTEE RN K < F62 U THEIRZ 29 5 7% £ DR
ZHL, AV F-KFFECIAS0md % (HEEEF, 2025).
A OERAF USRS FHIET D S OAHE TN TS
(Jietal, 2014), BEDERAFMEI NI THRESNTL
AN AN

2025 ££ 10 H 8 H, #iz) IR FE i RHEGE) I BV T,
L 59 i AdRIC & O D S AN TRFEEEOIERAT A 2 f(k
NRESINT. ThHD5 5, HERIGTERERFBICED

W O. macrorhynchos E[RIEE N, & 5 1 {H{AlZ DNA /N —
d—F 4 VT K> T P cancrivorus & [AE X Niz. LLE
DT NS, UINERBEHEOERFAITEES ) MHICH
THRHANZ LD, HilzERT 5 L2zHNELT,
SEG 5 NI AEAZ SIS AL L Tl 9 5.

M & A E

FEARDFHE - 7l 38 X U4 FR & Smith (1989) & 22 fif]
(2014a) 1> Tz, BEEARDFHE L AR MBIEICIE S
RBEME 2 O . BRI O _EOArE & NTERE
ROFENZELT 5720, ARG H iS22 Y] 5
Lle. BECRESOFHINEBEMEAASTY T o 27 2
W, 2R, HENE, BXOIMiEORHNETY 21/
FAZHNT, 0.1 mm B E Tiro7z. FHC GHllEB &
GBS 70% =2 J —)VEE®RICAT > 7o, st as i
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Fig. 2. Fresh specimens of the leptocephali of Ophisurus macrorhynchos (A, KPM-NI 98677) and Pisodonophis cancrivorus (B,
KPM-NI 98676) from Sagami Bay, Japan. Photos by Y. Takei.

BISU BRI OB EICEL D W e,

KPM-NI 98676 0> DNA f# H 1< 1%, 15 Il i 5 0 i A &
YIBR L, BN % 99% T X/ — )V CIREL .
DNA flitfi, PCRIFIE, > —7 >V 7@t BX O
PERREZE, R - B Q025) 1Ko T BB, V—H
3V T RITICIE NextSeq 1000 3 A5 2y (Illumina #1) &
NextSeq 1000/2000 P1 XLEAP-SBS Reagent kit (600 Cycles)
(Illumina #1) ZfHWz. S5 NIERESE, EE57T7—
%)\ %7 DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ) 57— & X— Z|C
TRz (7 71y aFkEE  DRR1057442).

A T UTeAiAR L GEERNE, )R A
DR - HIEREYIEEIC KPM-NI (BEAERL) & KPM-NR (.
HERD & LTHER - REINTVS. LBRFOEAE
FF&51E, ETOEEZEanE nke 7 o8 dE
HENTWEH, T TRERES L U TAENTRERE
FTERLUT.

Ophisurus macrorhynchos Bleeker, 1853
BLFUIEIANE
(Figs. 1A—C, 2A; Table 1)

AR KPM-NI 98677, ©=F 882 mm (L X/ — )VEHE
BEA), PRI (RHEGE), K12 m, LS9
fi B, 2025 47 10 H 8 H, HL/UHL.

SO S1% - EMAMELE Table 11k L7z, KIFHIEL,
Wi T 2 MORIAZH TS, BEBIIE T T &b, %
ARG, EERIERREWVD, I L TEL NS
WL AREIIE RO IEERSSRR1T TIRKIC R 5. HifiE,
g, BROBEEIHET N, BEIEWNTHS. &5
EIIEEDBXZ S 7D 2 HHMHT 5. WHLEIC 11-15
i 7 DD Z B, BlEE 7 D HO I E
T5. MIMNIEEDOBLZF 200 1IThiEL, BIENNTM
DEZNSIRES.

Ba% Lok (Fig 2A) — R2HEVT, s
ROFLH .

TR/ —)VEEZRDO G — (kid—RICELE (.

RO — B OBRUE R, ROTERMBIT/NE

ERURO RO, FEORFTSIC 2l E FEOMIC 1A
OMUNENIEMER AN, B K OIS 4 {HD/)N
ThEmEREZE D (Fig. 1A, B). KIOGBZELEIE, #
1 3 2 LB (19 fiNAD) 25 Rl i T
DIEFHROR R FISRIDITHEE T 2 ROy N
M 1ANES (Fig. 1A, ©). 735, 4 L5 5 LS
O & 0 Fi IS SEEAERUIH N TERNTH -
7z (Fig. 1A). HIF& D 1&/5h 5 REIC DT TOAKMIEH
MR NREZNED 52 2 I ZIE B ONIENE 5 6
M (Fig. 1A), 70% T& / — VI EREA T I bR i it
FITBE5ICHZB (Fig. 10). 2D 1 HHOOEEDH
ZERKICEMEO/NE B OFEIZE D, B 1 L5 2 FHIE
DR, 552 B OKE, X TZ OO O
WNE GREOERDELET S (Fig. 1A). BEEHEET L 2
SRS/ NE ZNTEIERE RN, 3B X CRIHO RN R
FREM#ERZED (Fig. 10). #WaERZEDOWVTNO
EBAIC E RS 5 NIR (Fig. 2A).

fBE AWROEAZ, BEMNRZ L, HERTK
WZ ik, RBIRWC &, JHLEIC 3 DM Loz S
DTk, BXUHE I ASE 2 HEEREHHICHIIT2D
OFFEMNEK L, # 2 MbERHEICHEZE D &b
5, Miller and Tsukamoto (2004) IC L7z > T I \E i
BHEEAFfUCAE S Nz, T BIC, AEOEARE, N
BN sRaREREzE DT L, HWEEIC T DD
iz e b, SN RBRaERNSHTHT L,
1 25 2 IEER R ORI B RGO TARIIE PR
DEFbE EICRRDICHEE T 2 RO B EFERA 1 5455
&, MM B R U THRAE PR R /1S 6 DN
fEMaEHErZE DO &, RBIRRANCHEIRBEaRERZ E
DT &, ALMRTHERD 95, I X U RAKEE M O
FORIED 96 TH BT LM, Jietal (2014) Had# L7z O.
macrorhynchos DFHY & —F U Tz, BERAT ORI EIEIE
REDBREHEER 2T —HT 5 L SEOMREICHR)
TH O (Smith, 1989), ARFFZLDOFEADTEIEL (206) & O.
macrorhynchos DFREHEEEL (201-210) DOHFIFHNICE XN
BT NS, AEAREAFEICEE LUz (R, 2013;Ji
etal., 2014 ; AHIZE).
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AW DIEA, Jietal (2014) DRLHEIEAD S BEE
Wit REVREEEFEMA (n=2, 42 40.5-44.5 mm)
EH LT, HHEMEONEN X OFITICHZ L (i
DERITHT 2 AR ORI 36.3%, %% Tld 63.0-
71.5% ; W& OIS EERHETEN 63, #%# Tld 105-115), AL
MONEN X OEIHICHZ T & FiIFEDRREICHT BALM
AR DHHRIE 51.0%, %% T 62.5%), X THKEME
WZ & HTHEDOERICHT ZREDHHIL 44%, %BET
1&5.6-59%) 5, ZENIOETLMKEEZ SN
%. 7%¥, Jietal (2014) DRIHEEA 99% T2/ —)LT
BEEETNTWB D, BEADIHERNRL > TV 5 ARt
Wb, THIC, AEATE, Jietal (2014) TIEILKE
nNTCWixv bE, THOMA, B X UBEBEBSONTENER
IR SN, &S - IR (1980) Y S. gymnota &
U TS LTCIEAFATE, ZROMETFICHY, W, &
B, BRXOKEHG SIRBRINHZICHETS L
NEIEFRERICKI D RENTWAS. iz, £ 494 mm L)
D O. sangjuensis DIEFLATFTIE, BIEHIETIC REZA
fahiEbonT5 Jietal,2017). L EDT EME, O
macrorhynchos DIEFLATICHENTEH, KEIWICTE-> THZ
ICREERNE L EEZ 5N 5.

Ophisurus macrorhynchos DIECATFI, FIELPHIJT
& NHEDAICHNENIEEROFERZE DT L, MERT
fhoichE R BaREzZE DT &, HIEEIC 7T DOTES
2tH, BFHEICROERD IS ST &, (kO[T

5 i A TR E R RRO B bR ISR ITHEE 3% 51
ROBEFEREH 1SS &, AL 5 RIS T T
PRREEHPER R 7S SNEE O REDORAEN T TH 2
T &, BEREET L Bmofimic N ZNTEERa Rz
EDOC &, BRURTHHIEDN 200 Z@EA2 5 L ED, [
J& D Ophisurus serpens (Linnaeus, 1758) £ @9 % (Blache,
1977; Ji et al., 2014 ; AHWFZE). UM L, O. macrorhynchos
DEAFFIE, WA ICRazRlz s hna e (.
serpens TIEE D), XU B ME O O D
92-98 THAHT & (84-87) 1Ko T O. serpens LRI TE
% (Blache, 1977; Ji et al., 2014 ; Z&HWf7%).

Pisodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson, 1848)
SFIRETUVINE
(Figs. 1D—F, 2B; Table 1)

A& KPM-NI 98676, £ 992 mm (L& / — )V[EIE
BEAS), IR (BHEGE), K12 m, LS9
fi B, 2025 4F 10 H 8 H, AL/

SoE  AHAk - EHRIMEIE Table ISR LT, RIZHIEL,
MRS 200N AAEHTD. BE%RATHRD, %
A RD. FHERIZRREWVD, (KLU THE L NE
VL IREIE S RO TP IRERP PR TRARICE . HfE,
g, BRUBBIIIGET D, BEDEMNTHS. &
I EEDBXZ 105D 9N EHAT 5. HLEIC 7-9

Table 1. Measurements and counts of the leptocephali of Ophisurus macrorhynchos and Pisodonophis cancrivorus from Sagami Bay,

Japan.

Ophisurus macrorhynchos
KPM-NI 98677

Pisodonophis cancrivorus
KPM-NI 98676

Total length (TL; mm) 88.2 99.2
Measurements (% of TL)
Head length 6.3 53
Predorsal length 36.3 91.9
Preanal length 51.0 429
Body depth 4.4 4.5
Counts
Total myomeres 206 163
Predorsal myomeres 63 140
Preanal myomeres 95 65
Myomeres between anus and predorsal fin 32 75
Last vertical blood vessel at myomere 96 66

Dental formula

0+0+1+1/0+2+2

0+1+3+1/1+0+3

Table 2. BLAST results of the top six CO1 sequences from Merge 1 (20,260 reads) of the present leptocephalus (KPM-NI 98676).

Rank Species Identity (%) Alinment length (bp)  Mismatch (bp) E-value Accession no.
1 Pisodonophis cancrivorus 100 313 0 1.96E-160 MW306759
2 Pisodonophis cancrivorus 100 313 0 1.96E-160 MN512020
3 Pisodonophis cancrivorus 100 313 0 1.96E-160 MK777102
4 Pisodonophis cancrivorus 99.681 313 1 9.13E-159 AP019350
5 Pisodonophis cancrivorus 100 280 0 4.34E-142 KU942788
6  Ophichthus sp. 90.705 312 29 1.63E-111 MG702300
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Wit 8 DDOEHIIE L B, BiFE 8 DH O E
T5. fIMNILEDBLZF 59D 2 1fiE L, BEENATM
DEBIOIRE 5.

&% RO (Fig 2B) — 2EIIBENT, s
PYARIN=(ER

TR/ —)VEEZROER — fRid—RRICELEA .

RO — IO BRLA L, BOEHIINE
ERURD BEEN, ROMERENIC 3 Ho/hE AR a3,
FBORRERD SRR 51 2 HOMUNE NTEME B
fidl, 835 RERIs K UM ELIC K E RNEMERAaERE
D (Fig. 1D, E). f&fllo @z AE, ALK D i DEH
FR S OmkE B 1-5 Bifiic &ic 1 ke 1-5 1, chk
D% TR -8 i C &I 1 HibRIC 1-5 i O B 22
faii v (Fig. 1D), RBHFIEHFE T AICE 12 oK &%
WTEME R OENINES (Figs. 1D, 2B). {H{LE OFIZHAL
O I N HRBARRNEEL, F1 &5 2 BHIE
WIFAmc BB 5N % (Fig. 1D). g & gD KK
NS NIEE R AN T, BT EBEd %
(Fig. 1F). ZEfERAICIZIEIEIE O S IR ORI & 50
R OREHENEERaERELCHERRNR SN2
(Fig. 2B).

BEMEE B EICEDKRAE MEMMER LT
6 Fii41) & OAHEME % Table 2 1CR U7z, FHIRITERMZR D#5 R
M5, REFFEDREARIZ P cancrivorus ICIRIETS % T & W%
WTH B EHWE NIz, EHIT, ABIFEOEARDETEIE
(163) 1% P. cancrivorus DFREHES R (153-164) 1T EN
% (Jiand Kim, 2011 ; ZHF5%).

fBE AMEOEAREZ, BHENREZ L, HEETK
WZ ok, RAMEWT &, HEEIC 3 DM Oz
£DOC L, BXUE1MSE 2 LEREIICMI T2
DORFEMNERE L, H2HLERHMICEEZE D L
B, U IANCHEHMERTEOR#E —H LUz (Miller and
Tsukamoto, 2004), BIFEIF I RZ T IAEEICHHM
TNBMOEATFDOEREITEEH S N TOROD, 1k
KIBICHE T N T Wiz O. sangjuensis TlE, T DIEAT
AOEENREEN TS Jietal, 2017). Pisodonophis
cancrivorus DIEFATfLE, HILEIC 8 DOFHEIZE B,
BIGHIBICRERIN T 5 T &, KRALERER 5O
b Pl NEEERSIERC ., BEERH FAICRE %
WTEMEREZRANE ST &, B R U RAKEREINE O E 7%
ED, 0. sangjuensis DEEFAF L L FALIT 20, (REIEH
ATl ER A N S E N aball U TR [l B ()
sangjuensis TlXIE & A L DFfilFE LICHS), IR UTREEIE
RN ICIE S KERNERRBERY RETHS T
E 59D I EDFIC X o T T&E % (Ji and Kim,
2010; Ji et al., 2017 ; AWZ%).

51T, ARIZNLEIC S DDEHEZE D, RiFgH

i BRSNS 5 &, KAIEFRR TG OfkR LI
INE IR BAERDWIFINCIE ST &, BRURIIEFR T
Hi REAOREZEAERRARRMIESC EIcLD, B
N EINTOWDHAREY SNCHROEERFR GF
6fs5 2 A7) LEBITHNTES (Jietal, 2011, 2013a,
2014,2017 ; B2, 2014b; Endo et al., 2022 ; AHFZT).

%!l

&

ASADFIL ZRITE, BEARZEEL Thiziinit.
PRI E D B - HIERTEYIBE ORI SER I IE, A
BRUFEENOERB X TREICH > THEZX ST
WizrRwiz, SRS AR, Bin T s KU
Frigz etz 2nie, JEuNdir IR - iR
DO HEE AFERICiE, RO U CGEYZABIE Z2 0 ieiin
Too. YLEOARITODI DEHH L LT 5.
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