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Revised

Hiroyuki Motomura. 2026. Hemiulis bleekeri, a valid species from Japan and Korea,
applied to “Hombera” (Labridae: Julidinae). Ichthy, Natural History of Fishes of
Japan, 69: 60-64.

The species of wrasse known as “Hombera” (Labridae) in

Japan had previously been assigned the scientific name Halicho-
eres tenuispinis (Glnther, 1862) in most Japanese publications;
however, Randall (1999) determined that H. fenuispinis is a spe-
cies restricted to China and Taiwan, and applied the name Hali-
choeres bleekeri (Steindachner and Déderlein, 1887) (originally
described as Platyglossus bleekeri) to the species distributed in
Japan and Korea. However, since H. bleekeri (Steindachner and
Déderlein, 1887) was a junior homonym of Halichoeres bleekeri
Giinther, 1861, the former H. bleekeri is invalid until Near et al.
(2025) changed its generic allocation. Near et al. (2025) con-
ducted a comprehensive molecular phylogenetic analysis of the
labrid fishes and re-constructed the subfamilies, tribes, and gen-
era. The former genus Halichoeres, which includes “Hombera,”
has been divided into six genera; 20 species belonging to four
of these genera (Halichoeres, Hemicoris, Hemitautoga, and
Hemiulis) are distributed in Japan. Although H. bleekeri is not
listed in Near et al. (2025), since Halichoeres tenuispinis has
been transferred to the genus Hemiulis and renamed Hemiulis
tenuispinis, it is appropriate to designate the scientific name of
“Hombera” as Hemiulis bleekeri.

NITRO—FR AT, SIS, bEE e
S TNEEE R TOHAN & ATFHHRRE CETREMER
2R, WENHE, BRXUKMEEEFBICOMT SR
WfETH B (B, 2013 ; EH - 5205, 2017 ; 8K
M, 2025 5 AhLEd, 2025 AR, 2026 AREFZD). i,
AEOBRERSERED S OftEk (BH, 2013 ; Fujiwara

and Motomura, 2020) &, JEEIZH (2022) I K-> TV <
7 FXZ Gomphosus lutescens (Lay and Bennett, 1839) (2%
& Near et al., 2025 I ED <) ORFEEICHE DI LD TH->
T2 EMHEMNMTRD, RN TOHBRYED S DOidikld
mlx-o 7.

RYNTFEMEREN O THB T L, gL BEEDOIR
FEMENTN 12 THB T &, FEPREICYIIUAAD
BNT &, WHEHENTRNTRERETH S &, AL
fFEN 25 BB 26 ThH BT &, HHIEB L FEE L
Nz &, BEEHN EEER T LIS hE S
C &, RIEBRBENHWT &, AR T 2 ikt
Nz L, BHHER 1-6 MOERICEEND 2 & CF
A), BERUHKRMNCHN > TekkD I nwT & (X R) &L
W5 HAEARMIRE LG8 S N5 (B, 2013).

RYRZ B3O T BRI Vs U, MERE T4
RS eMh5 (Fig 1), XX, PhiEHhofEik, B
XUA AN ZENZTNRIREE U CHifddik S Nz, 7H
FHRRELNE T Tz, 51, Randall (1999) I K> T
HE - HARCHE - BBICEET 2R NI ENENG]
HTHAHTENHEMNCEZSTEEDD, FiFICY TP
PVEIEAN T RO BRA TH -T2 L8 H D, RELIC
HEHZMNF BT L x> Tz, A TIETNEDERY
NFICED B A OO PN OFFGEEEIT 5 L L i,
DN Z RHESHIC BT 5 QHEH 270 1 R AT I/ R
(Near et al., 2025) ICEDWT, RUYNFITHHATREH
RilIC B 2 & - L LY R P 7z oM L.

BB, AT, IHRUARXIEOMLICES BD
EHERA OREPZ21T5 L & B, KRNI HIRIET 2 Hif
Julidinae IZ R ANF R CHiff) ZHgiE L7z

M EBE

FEARDFHEL « 311X Hubbs and Lagler (1947) IC L7zhY >
7z. BEHEIKE (standard length) ZAEF 7213 SL &Kl L
. FHINE T Y 2V F X% H 0.01 mm HATE TV,
INBGE 2 hiz P A UTe. BEAOIER, i, v, B

]
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Motomura — Valid wrasse Hemiulis bleekeri (Hombera)

Fig. 1. Hemiulis bleekeri from Kagoshima, Japan (A: KAUM-I. 223013, male, 125.0 mm SL, Kuronose Fishing Port, Yamadono, Na-
ga-shima island; B: KAUM-I. 63243, female, 73.9 mm SL, off Bandokorobana National Park, Beppu, Ei, Minami-kyushu).

K UEEFFFEEAR (2009) ICHERL 7z AREGICHY
TR, BRBRFREMEEYEE (KAUM) ICRE
EINTHBO, EERFOG RO T — 2 X— AR E
NTW5. EEMAOEH ERBICH 2> Tid THFEOE
RSB OmMG AL FI4 ] (HAFIEHY S, 2025) 1L
Tehiotz.

AMETHOWE R YT DA (56 il 1k, hE
194-133.0mm) L FD & FB . [LE IR KAUM-L
26532, ALK 1033 mm, HHTRE. SEE  KAUM-
1. 80990, {A& 80.3 mm, BRUHRYE / SHT R SaiTH /
B 5 KAUM-L 82023, {AE 97.5 mm, KAUM-L 82024, 1k
£ 99.8 mm, KAUM-I. 82025, {4 E 953 mm, KAUM-L
82026, 1A% 73.8 mm, [RIARHE - HT 22 Bl /5.
FZ L T KAUM-L 168655, {4 100.7 mm, 75521 A G
JTHT = AL LB - KAUM-L 182853, {AE 48.4 mm,
KAUM-I. 182854, 1A 44.8 mm, HEERS [RANTE B/
i KAUM-L 213598, {AE 52.9 mm, BEEAR [-RHHT 5
P, fEREE KAUM-L 174134, {&E 96.7 mm, KAUM-L

174155, {KE 92.4 mm, KAUM-L 174156, {A&£ 101.3 mm,
KAUM-IL. 174157, {k E 98.4 mm, KAUM-I. 174158, {k
| 86.8 mm, KAUM-L 174159, {k £ 103.0 mm, KAUM-
1. 174160, 1A E 114.4 mm, KAUM-I. 199785, {4k E 1183
mm, SRR B LT L s KAUM-LL 192528, (A
91.1 mm, KAUM-I. 187830, f{& £ 100.4 mm, KAUM-IL
187831, {AE 94.7 mm, KAUM-I. 187832, fA£ 90.5 mm,
RETHEE EKIEKAUM-L 70122, {&E 59.3 mm,
KAUM-L 70129, {AE 304 mm, EEH =EI OWE ;
KAUM-L. 91252, {&E 92.6 mm, FiiHER/IMEE SHTHIEH
P/ MERL S KAUM-L 116798, {AE 91.2 mm, KAUM-L
116799, 1AL 92.6 mm, Elirim ST S SREHKR O N6,
KAUM-IL. 149094, {4 £ 112.7 mm, KAUM-I. 170048, f{k
| 116.0 mm, KAUM-I. 181230, {AE 93.7 mm, KAUM-L
188616, {AE 133.0 mm, KATH#EEMTHE B aEE | KAUM-
L. 214169, {AE 105.5 mm, 5 fF FH WY (L PN o0 B B
JE B I D KAUM-L 123851, {4 103.6 mm, KAUM-I.
123852, {AE 116.7 mm, KAUM-I. 123853, {&{ 92.8 mm,

Ichthy 69 | 2026 | 61



Motomura — Valid wrasse Hemiulis bleekeri (Hombera)

KAUM-L. 223013, {AE 125.0 mm, Hi/KESE BHTH 2
HEE (ERB) ; KAUM-L 161399, {AE 119.4 mm, Hi/KEB
EEITREHE T ()  KAUM-L 79615, {AE 22.6
mm, FEEE) A FERETE R Bk (REE) § KAUM-L
79647, 1AL 31.8 mm, GEEE) [N i LT B Offivh (RERE) 5
KAUM-L. 89638, {&£= 115.3 mm, [EE/I| PN HEL MY By
(FHIB) ; KAUM-L 24992, {AE 79.0 mm, W5 & HAKE
i /VE I 5 KAUM-L 2975, K& 903 mm, & DF

REYDET i KAUM-L 6829, {AE 109.1 mm, g
SO X HIEVDET i/ (s s KAUM-L 13737, (AR
342 mm, & D E G TDET R ; KAUM-L. 10756,
A E 58.6 mm, KAUM-I. 10759, {& E 75.5 mm, KAUM-
1. 97598, {AE 67.6 mm, KAUM-I. 97599, {£f 38.3 mm,
B SO FE AT R ik s KAUM-L 56703, A& 354
mm, KAUM-L 63243, {& £ 73.9 mm, KAUM-I. 65946,
A 28.8 mm, [ JLH T BRI IT 51 i 75 AT S AR 48 R 3
J¢ ) KAUM-L 15825, A 81.2 mm, KAUM-L 16002, {4
| 68.8 mm, $575 ifi B B /€ ; KAUM-L 161103, 1k
F 194 mm, FEUEE & HETE FERM (EREE) ;
KAUM-L 176962, {A£ 132.4 mm, BV Eiv/NGrE T (B
WSS 5 KAUM-L 66293, AL 23.6 mm, REEARHFEF
HTHU ¥ ().

RUNRSDELER

Halichoeres tenuispinis (Giinther, 1862) (& 3 fiA (v > &
A7) WHEDEHEE (Seas of China) A 5 i fd Pla-
tyglossus tenuispinis & U Cal#k & N7z, RW'C, Halicho-
eres bleekeri (Steindachner and Déderlein, 1887) M EAEA (8
VYR A T HBIF | Fricke et al., 2026) ICHD X HEIM 5
Pt Platyglossus bleekeri & U CRt#E N, FCdARRBICHIZ
Hombera & il & Nz, F D1k, Halichoeres tremebundus
Jordan and Snyder, 1902 5% H A & 15 £ 4 (Misaki, Hiroshi-
ma, Kobe, Wakanoura, Onomichi, and Nagasaki ; k1 % 1 7
& 585 2 A THBIF ; Fricke et al.,, 2026) 13D & Hifd
LT E N, Jordan et al. (1913) 1% H. bleekeri (F1%4
Honbera) & H. tremebundus (Seto-bera) D)5 A%NFHE &
LT, miERBHEDN S RIS, %EE=mH 5 RIF
WK Hid % & Uiz, 7535, H tremebundus O JFFCHEL 0D KR
(Jordan and Snyder, 1902: 640, fig. 8) A" Jordan et al. (1913: 203,
fig. 148) ICHIGE Nz,

—77, Jordan and Hubbs (1925) |& H. tenuispinis 7= 45 %/
& U TR, H. bleekeri LKA TERNEZFEL LM, H
tremebundus 0D F NI 7xino Tz, Al (1955) 1 EH 2N
Z H. tenuispinnis [sic] ZH&fEE U TRV, izl L
C H. bleekeri & H. tremebundus Zfifit L, TNZTNOHE
FEIE R N OMgs i Ok, A Ak, KT X AfH
PRICE DWW TR E N7z &Il U 7z. Kamohara (1958) & H.

tenuispinis 7 G NFEHD Hon-bera & LT, ¥ /=L
A NNC H. bleckeri & H. tremebundus % H. tenuispinis O3
L4 L U > 7. Randall (1999) (3 R4 HBFEDOBIF T
%R A THER, B K C—fRAEARZ P U, H. tenuispinis & H.
bleekeri D 2 %, FMi 2 HAME L3S, il L7z, T O
I H. tremebundus 7 H. bleekeri D254, & L7z (Randall,
1999). Halichoeres tenuispinis (& [E (EMH & &) &
BB, H. bleekeri 13 1E & HAIZ /719 % (Randall,
1999).

By (2000, 2013) 1E Randall (1999) O fE R Z#E/T LD
D%, % (H bleckeri & H. tenuispinis) |ZHEREMNCIER
ICHSEIL T8 D, Randall H & & fiRO ATREM: 2 &57E L T
WEW, AETRERNEKRERBD H. tenuispinis 7 H L
Tel RALTEM, b LB, WEDOWRE LR
ER & <, 20k, FEh#RE OHWHIFH L e L
Te, AMTH2 LMz d 5DIERHETHD. LL,
BH (2000, 2013) DARE, ENOZ < OXESCHRTlE R
URT DY L LT H. tenuispinis (3% WIE I A ARV
T H. tenuispinnis) DMERAETNE Tz BIZIE, PEIL - AF,
2012 ; #iH - i, 2015).

—77, Randall (1999) WVe[E - HAREDO G E LT
T} 50 # U 7z H. bleekeri (Steindachner and Ddderlein, 1887)
&, Halichoeres bleekeri Giinther, 1861 D& [E%TH % 7=
O, AIEIEEE TN Tz (Fricke et al, 2026). %35,
H. bleekeri Gunther, 1861 (&,
(Bloch, 1791) D#izi4 L TN T % (Parenti and Randall,
2000). LA L, Near et al. (2025) I X > T Halichoeres H’
TR E NIz LI, Bihd X 51K T Halichoeres
bleekeri (Jii%4 Platyglossus bleekeri) & Hemiulis bleckeri &
olcl®, FHAMREEENS.

I 1F Halichoeres chloropterus

RUNFBOREENER

Near et al. (2025) (&N T RHAIAD WX 77 TR ALIET
ZATV, RO, BOMHRZIToT. RNIHEFEN
BHERD KR NS & Halichoeres Riippell, 1835 1%, 6 JBIZH
#HXN, FDSHBD4JE (Halichoeres, Hemicoris Bleeker,
1862, Hemitautoga Bleeker, 1862, Hemiulis Swainson, 1839)
WIS % 20 DY H RIS/ B, RN H. bleekeri
I& Near et al. (2025) ICHF ENTWVWAEWVEDD, KT
Ok FEC&H B Halichoeres tenuispinis hV25 8 E N Hemiulis
tenuispinis & 75572728 (Near et al,, 2025), K2 NT D
%% Hemiulis bleekeri &3 % DWEZYTH 5. UL,
FEAERI4 R R @I 3\ & 2510 Hemiulis 175 5.

—77, WRDK U NTJED¥% TH > /= Halichoeres
WKIRET 2 HARFEM I F XY F 2 7 Halichoeres
harizfeldii (Bleeker, 1852) 1 fiD I T %728, Halichoeres
DOEEMAHIF AV FavVE FifR) &kb. &,
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M (1955) & Halichoeres 70 3 2 v V@& Uiz hd, 4
HERA F 20 & VITIEBIUE Leptojulis poecilepterus (Tem-
minck and Schlegel, 1845) DM EH I NTH D (Near et
al., 2025), FEAERI% S 2 Ut V)@l Leptojulis Bleeker, 1862
%%,

Hemitautoga 0 Z A JFH1& Labrus centiquadrus Lacepéde,
1801 TH Y, A#FEMIL N AT T Hemitautoga hortulana
(Lacepede, 1801) D254 TH % 728 (Randall, 1986),
Hemitautoga DIEHERIAIE NIRRT EET B DOMNEY T
H5. Ixk, IJE (1955) 13 Hemitautoga 7 HiJm & U CTHL,
FASRTMEE Licicsd, KRG TROEMEM®% & Lz
F I RTEITFHFR TR,

Hemicoris FHARMS LI RO 8 N RESIN TS, A
JBD % A JTFE Halichoeres variegatus Riippell, 1835 [ HAM
HRLEKENTWRW 2o, MHADE T I < Hiiic &
5N %7 51 =YX Hemicoris margaritacea (Valenciennes,
1839) ICHDE, THZIXRTE Fifh) ZiEgd 5.

IB Halichoeres S BRENIBAREDEELFE Near
et al. (2025) EARWZLICHED < |H Halichoeres I3 £ TV
THARERFBOBEDRIBIEL FO LB THS. EHD
TEIC K > TH/ N DR ZIE LTIz D E 20,

Halichoeres ¥ XAV F 1 V& (Fitr)
F AV 27 v Y H hartzfeldii (Bleeker, 1852)
Hemicoris 7 AZINF & (¥R
F L INAANT H. batuensis (Bleeker, 1856)
ZFF 2 UV H biocellata (Schultz, 1960)
a7 F 27> H chrysus (Randall, 1981)
7 51 =3 XT H. margaritacea (Valenciennes, 1839)
K7 F 27 H melasmapoma (Randall, 1981)
RART F 27+ H miniata (Valenciennes, 1839)
A F A H. nebulosa (Valenciennes, 1839)
W F T H. orientalis (Randall, 1999)
Hemitautoga b h S NZE

;715 XZ H. hortulana (Lacepéde, 1801)

YA 7 > \T H. scapularis (Bennett, 1832)

VIRV F 2 Uv YV H trimaculata (Quoy and Gaimard, 1834)
Hemiulis RV \Z 8

71/ 2XZ H. annularis (Valenciennes, 1839)

7 KU 2 7+¥ > H argus (Bloch and Schneider, 1801)

R NT H. bleekeri (Steindachner and Déderlein, 1887)
72 MU F a7ty H leucura (Walbaum, 1792)
InF T >S5 H. melanochir (Fowler and Bean, 1928)
APV F 27 H melanura (Bleeker, 1851)

IF T2 \F R H prosopeion (Bleeker, 1854)
dvFF a7+ H richmondi (Fowler and Bean, 1928)

RS H. bleekeri & H. tenuispinis D LLEE

Randall (1999) (& Halichoeres tenuispinis (= ZRKWFZ21 5
\} % Hemiulis tenuispinis) & Halichoeres bleekeri (= 3k >/
T Hemiulis bleekeri) DFFMl7Z LR ZTTV, KNI
Mg S8 13 (Wil 14) TH B T & (H. tenuispinis Tl
14, MIC 1320 & 15), RO N Sk Nich i
T O suborbital pores DI 7-11 TH B & (11-15), UH
ENRENSEINGEED 1.95235TH % T & (2252415,
BRUBAIREERTIC | BN TN & (REHL1H
%) WhoIEERAIE NS & L. TNHDHEICIAZ,
Randall (1999) (& ilif D I F51F % 45 T O MmN 2R 72
FUk U7ehy, Gl sIc B 5 PH OO EANDH 5 T L9,
R & U T BN (5 WD) OBENDRNT &,
RUNTDAAET HHE (fig.6) LAALTEHHHE (fig
7) TH—OBEEMEHREIN TS AL, BILNAD
NBHITTRBMITZLHNETH 5.

Randall (1999: table 1) (& 30 {E{&D H. tenuispinis & 24 i
RORYRFITHETDE, JlESRE & BRE DR ) i 72
RUTz. RWIFE TR L TR > RXT 56 [lAD WK E %
Randall (1999) D7 — 2B L 72AGH (Table 1), fafigse
BB THIFED ISR S N5 C E WV FEIEEE N,

Julidinae RS HER (FHHFn)

AHiRHE 24 JE 245 F R GO TH D (Near et al,,
2025), TO5H, HAMNLIE 18/ 7L EAIGNTNS
(RK, 2026). AHERD X A TEIEHARIC O LWz
O, AHEFHIRET2EDS 5, MEMEENL->LE20
KRN )& Hemiulis (36 fii ; Near et al., 2025) DOFEHER1%,
7% Julidinae (SE UC, RN THR GBiFR) ZHET 5.

W
NS DR, NERH B

Table 1. Pectoral-fin ray and gill-raker counts of Hemiulis tenuispinis and H. bleekeri.

Pectoral-fin rays Gill rakers
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
H. tenuispinis 1 28 1 2 11 11 6
H. bleekeri 1 77 2 4 46 24 5

Data for H. tenuispinis and H. bleekeri based on Randall (1999), plus 56 additional specimens of H. bleekeri examined in this

study.
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UL 72 E o TR E R AR BE A AR Y O —F
TV AR N ORGAREARER, X UERICH L Ty
BIS 72\ 2 120 T U KA 3K SR AT O Rz Bkt IS
HEIEHT 5. AR ERARATRIEED [
VLK - BRSSO RIERE 0y 2 7 ) O—BE
L itz RO —fIE 26 i N B AR SRR
SAREE DEOET I 2 —Y 7 LY R—1 1, ISPS &L
2 (20H03311 - 21H03651 » 23K20304 + 24K02087), JSPS

LB — B 7 T ) AR
(canPSUAAJPJscc3320200009),jZ%Biiﬁé%§#£ﬁ5%§1t§§Fﬁi
R AR PE A - AERERICET 2 70— VBB
MAIER], BERUTERBRADI Y Y 3 VB H
¥ (BERERZTLE U TEME D2 MRS &
THSRIAE ] OFFINREIGET V) OREBZZT 7.

51 AR
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