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Revised

Yuku Mizuno, Yusuke Hibino and Hiroyuki Motomura. 2026. Southernmost and
northernmost records of Scolecenchelys aoki and Muraenichthys sibogae (Ophich-
thidae), respectively, from Kagoshima Prefecture, southern Japan. Ichthy, Natural
History of Fishes of Japan, 70: 1-6.

Two specimens of the myrophine worm eels (Ophichthidae)
were collected from Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan in 2025: Scol-
ecenchelys aoki (Jordan and Snyder, 1901) [84.2 mm total length

(TL), Kagoshima Bay]; Muraenichthys sibogae Weber and de
Beaufort, 1916 (111.3 mm TL, Amami-oshima island). The two
species represent the first records from Kagoshima Prefecture,
the specimens of S. aoki and M. sibogae being the southernmost
and northernmost records, respectively, for the species.

TINERZYF a7 JdRASEE (Ophichthidae:
Myrophinae) &, g X UEE L X L— X T 5
EZOMVWREEZED L, AEHICHERT 2%EZE
einWZ b, B USSR E D R EIC RS 5 ik
HEROEZMCBNWT ETRHYDTI LN, TNETISH
IEMH SN TV (Hibino et al, 2015 ; HILE « &A
<539, 2025). TOIBEHANLIFINETICIF I
I X X 7 7 dJ@ Muraenichthys Bleeker, 1853 (5 f), =
VX g %7 F I8 Myrophis Lutken, 1852 (1), L™
2 N\ U J& Neenchelys Bamber, 1915 (2), I I X7+ d)g
Scolecenchelys Ogilby, 1897 (7) @ 4 J& 15 FEMNFEERENT
W5 (HEE - TAL< 59, 2025).

2025 ARIC BRI ISR B AR BRI D I 9 F 7 F F Sco-
lecenchelys aoki (Jordan and Snyder, 1901) £ 5 A I I X7
J 3 Muraenichthys sibogae Weber and de Beaufort, 1916 h3EE
RSB LREMEDORERENSTNTN L AKRES N

NrERREFEDI XU FF&

To. TNSRERBRICBI 2D TOREFTHD, HiE
AR ORIRACE, BHEIGIRRCER e A B 728, T TS
5.

M EAE

ST #1570 Hibino and Kimura (20152) & H [EEF -
AFF (2016) I L7z, GHAE TV 20V ) F A2 FHWT
0.1 mm (i X CTfr-o 7. & (total length) & TL, UHE
(head length) (& HL &5 L7z. Preanal vertebrae (PAV) O
FIRRIEEGZ A (2026) IS LT, ALMETEHEEEE L
To. B OBIZUTEERICAIRFABEMEE N TV, £
TG L THA T 2V TN —IC KB REIT> T, BHER
BOFEIM X MEEZHWTITo 2. EROBEIE
RV V) VEERNC G ENTAEARD /1 5 —FHEITH DN
TRl U7e. BEARDIERK, ¥k, e, BIUREERER
AR (2009) ICHERLL 72, AW W TAEAIE VR B R
EARETIEYE (KAUM) ITREESNTED, A
DEHEIZFET—ZN—RICEREN TV 3.

Scolecenchelys aoki (Jordan and Snyder, 1901)
THFUFF
(Figs. 1, 2; Table 1)

BE KAUM-L 220770, PERIAEH, 425 84.2 mm, JE
WISRERET (EVEE), 31°23'17"-24'02"N, 130°42
42"-43'43"E, JKPF 70.9-74.1m, 20254 10 2 H, Rl v
Y, MR, REREKEE.

SCE  Gh - EHAMEIZ Table 1 1T/R U7z, (KIZE L <M
EL, s 5 BT TR 5. BB EALMaE
XobIFMEV. BNV, BT RIEERIKTD
TN ST, BRSO I M ST, WdEL, Wik
RS K D ETTICZER L, RS, WIREmOHRIIC 1 AR
OHEEND O, AL O K D HITICHT 5. ik
FLIZWIEHO DD AIAIE L, FOWEIR. BEFLB I
FIOWH, BROFT FAICAE L, SMINIIELO 7 CED
N5, RFNEL, EHEOPRED DM TIChiET
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimen of Scolecenchelys aoki (KAUM-I. 220770, 84.2 mm TL) from Kagoshima Bay, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan.

LL

L

Fig. 2. Lateral view of head of Scolecenchelys aoki (KAUM-I. 220770, 84.2 mm TL), showing the lateral-line system. SO: supraor-
bital pores; 1O: infraorbital pores; POM: preoperculo-mandibular pores; ST: supratemporal pores; LL: lateral line pores. Arrows

indicate interorbital (left), median supratemporal (right) pores.

%. IZERIGIROER K D DI MITHETINIET 5. i)
fLid/NE <L RDOHIFREE DO TAICNIES . T
FHESLIIHI. R ERATESL (SO) &1+ 41, IR MER
Bl (10) 1F4+3MT, FisflEBEfLOMIC 2MEED.
T — mifE SRR E L (POM) d 6 + 3T, _LIEEHEK
HESL ST 2. HRREEE X C LB R Z N
THRHEESLZ 1L D, fELINE <, ffLaTom
AL 818 (Fig. 2). HUIRRE IXAERT, RimldEARH
RAPLICALET 5. BlEPNE L, RoMEHE TR
[T ML Y SR RN O = 4 51 o R M w21 i S e o S VN
BB, MEAVEEHZ B L &AW, RS2 TR
FECEWIREOREEY SR TE S, WEHEIINLM KD
BITIChIEL, BN OERICIIET 5. gL
HEZ R, REE/NS WA T, gl K UBiE L%
fel, iAo, Mgz R <.

BF CERER (Fig ) — SHESEM, R5A, SR,
BRUREMIE ISR ET, HEBIEPPRRZHTT 5.
Wy & ARER RN I, RIS P i (R i O T
PRta. Wiz RR < B & AR R, R, BRU RO
KETICZ DR ORI % 1 HEIEAS—T, IR
DEZRTEL, BB TEY. B S SN

JCROaERZR L. EIEEENSET, REORT L
e,

EE — AR —BRICIAEET, FEHNEPDH. W)
ChisEIRAMN, ROEROSMIS AR M. &30
[ERSR

St AfEIEHA L #EICH4 L (Hibino and Kimura,
2015a), HATEIbHEE GRESED 25 EIRERICHIT T
DR, FHED 5 REARIRIC T TO AL,
BXUOWEANE (&K, 2013; Hibino and Kimura, 2015a ;
=B, 2018 5 HELEF, 20255 RKHUEA, 2025) A DELERE
NTWz, RIS K D FTIC RSB I 5 2Dk
mEn.

fE AEAIWEZRS L, MRILMERTHS
C &, BEALDOORMNCHIEOL, BOMKFTEDN
2k, pimflEBeSfLOMICERELZ2MMEDT L,
WAHMEIETH O, LHMEDRAWETT 2R LENT
L, BRUGHELBENRELERL, RBEVSHKITH
5T i Eh 5, McCosker et al. (2012) & McCosker (2022)
IR U Tz Scolecenchelys DFf & —8 L, T SIS HEUAT
MALM X O % FFIC/iE S % T &5, Hibino and Kimura
(20152) W & U 7z Scolecenchelys gymnota FEHEIC BT 5.
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MAT, AERIEENRED 99% TH2 T L, BBE
MEED54.0% TH 5 b, REIBICHE FERELE 3
fHE>oC &, WEmCHEEDH D, HisfLOFHREK D
HIHICHU BT &, WENRS T &, RN IRERE
bEMcZA ST e, migkeHERNZENETN 15T
HBT L, HEERE — ALFKEIHREENEE D 72.3% TH
T L, WEH S EREEICEARIEN TN L, &
FERTITHEE R 61 TH B T &, NMRIEHEE D 54 ©
HBT L, BEHEEN 130 THB T LH 5, Hibino et al.
(2012), Hibino and Kimura (2015a), 3B X O HHEF - AL
%9 (2025) WRUIZIYFTFFS aoki DR E —K
Licizd, AMICHEE SNz, 72720, A Hibino
and Kimura (2015a) 27~ U7z FHAME & LE#E LT, #EfLICH
I3 REORE, IRBEOHEELS XTYELD DR/
SWVEZR LT, AR TEEANLEREAGZ L. X
7z Hibino et al. (2012) l& X ¥ F 7 FF D N — Fifll 2557
Bz 5 +3{ & LD, RERTEELGLEHIC6+ 3R
R E iz (Fig. 2). 2 IA7FdBO—HOMTIE N
A EABDOMERERNMNSNTED, I3IX
7 F O S. gymnota (Bleeker, 1857), ¥> III X7 F IS
iredalei (Whitley, 1927) TlZ 4-5+3 i, 7 I I X7+ IS
laticaudata (Ogilby, 1897) Tl& 5-6 + 3 {HTH % (Hibino and

— HifES

Table 1. Counts and measurements of Scolecenchelys aoki.

Hibino and Kimura

This study (2015a)
KAUM-L. n=37
220770

Total length (TL; mm) 84.2 77-460
Counts
Lateral line before anus 55 53-61
Predorsal vertebrae 61 56-65
Preanal vertebrae 54 53-58
Total vertebrae 130 130-138
Measurements (% of TL)
Head length 9.9 7.6-10
Trunk length 35.6 34-38
Preanal length 45.8 42-48
Tail length 53.7 51-57
Body depth at gill opening 1.7 1.3-2.7
Body width at gill opening 1.3 1.5-23
Body depth at anus 1.4 —
Body depth at anus 1.1 —
Measurements (% of HL)
Head depth 19.2 18-35
Head width 16.9 17-31
Anus to origin of dorsal fin 72.3 10-77
Eye diameter 3.6 4.9-8.1
Interorbital width 7.1 5.8-14
Snout length 20.5 15-20
Upper-jaw length 349 31-38
Mouth gape 27.7 25-28
Gill-opening length 4.8 4.1-8.4
As % of snout length
Eye diameter 17.6 23-45

Kimura, 2015a). ZD7z&, ARERICDOWTERMANZLR L
FT L7z,
SYFUFFOENICET B0k [0 OH
ISR LUTz@ D TH%. Hibino et al. (2012) (3 KFHE B EE
EFED 1 BEA (NSMT-P 59386) 7= XU F 5 F S aoki I
HEL, ZNZz8[HLT, PR (2013) *> Motomura
(2023) IZBEBICAEN TS Lz, LhL, [FEAR
' Hibino and Kimura (20152) I &K O P> III X7 F IS
iredalei \ICHFREE NIz, BEENLDIVF Y FF
DEEI RV GERIEM, 2026). F 77, Iwatsuki et al. (2017)
GHEE CROR, HiRE, BXUEREROKEENE
) MOEARICEDE A2 LA, Il R 514
FFEIRENTHERY. BIE, HRAREEATKER
e (MUFS) DV % FBUHEAIL TN TEER B R 2R
AWM EEYHICBEE SN TVS., AT, ThHo
BEEARZIE UIHR, =R S3RES N
2 fEA [MUFS 32043, 32044 (Z 117 11 KAUM-L. 409058,
409059 IC FFEF %), 2 E 276.1-339.0 mm] MR E N,
MUFS fARRIR FICBNT IV F T FFETO 2 ALY
FAELTWAERWT &5, Iwatsuki et al. (2017) DLEROIE
PRI ED 2 BEARTH 2 LHIWT LTz, CDe®
FEAICHED K Y F 7 FF O O FERI IR IR R T
Ho, EREE?SOFEkZE (Hibino et al. 2012; H
B, 2025). L7eh->T, BEREETRES NIAEREA
OB BRYEIERTH S & & &I, NHOMEIRZEHT
Bl 5%,

Muraenichthys sibogae Weber and de Beaufort, 1916
YSARIEIXT7FI
(Figs. 3, 4; Table 2)

1A KAUM-L 219903, I, = E 1113 mm, KRS
AR i RRERRE R (REEEEKRE), 2824
13"N, 129°31'05"E, JKifi, 2025 4E8 A 24 H, FHd, 2%
PRl CEREE.

SO S1% - EFMELE Table 2 1SR L7z, RIZHIEL,
RPN B RIS T TR SRS 2. RBEBIEAMaTE X
DEHSMTEW. I/ E V. TR IT D 2 0T
535, MEEMIIRE ST, WNIF S, Womld TS
KXODITMICHIFICZEH L, 0R8. AismfLIZVGDR
RGFINIE UBIRT, BRREK D DR, ZREfLBT
OO, BROERGICALE L, Aikic =AIRO/NEZ
ZED., BRIFPPKEL, FHOREPIINIET 5. [
HAREGIIROGB K DX 20 HICHET 5. HEFLIZIR
BEO/NE L. ROUHFHRD SRR FAICHET 5. T
B LI, SO X 1+4 1, 1013 3+28T, nigfl
LBEALOBIC 1{ED. POMIE 5 +3 (T, STIZ21{A
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Fig. 3. Fresh specimen of Muraenichthys sibogae (KAUM-I. 219903, 111.3 mm TL) from Amami-oshima island, Amami Islands, Ka-
goshima Prefecture, Japan.

Fig. 4. Lateral view of head of Muraenichthys sibogae (KAUM-I. 219903, 111.3 mm TL), showing the lateral-line system. SO: supra-
orbital pores; 10: infraorbital pores; POM: preoperculo-mandibular pores; ST: supratemporal pores; LL: lateral line pores. Arrows

indicate interorbital (left), median supratemporal (right) pores.

Table 2. Counts and measurements of Muraenichthys sibogae.

Hibino and Kimura

This study (2016)
KAUM-L. n=8
219903

Total length (TL; mm) 111.3 85-107
Counts
Lateral line before anus 27+16 4348
Predorsal vertebrae 35 37-42
Preanal vertebrae 43 42-47
Total vertebrae 144 141-150
Measurements (% of TL)
Head length 9.9 9.7-11
Trunk length 23.7 22-25
Preanal length 343 33-37
Tail length 65.6 63-67
Body depth at gill opening 22 2.1-3.2
Body width at gill opening 1.2 1.2-2.0
Body depth at anus 1.9 1.8-2.5
Body width at anus 1.3 1.4-2.1
Measurements (% of HL)
Anus to origin of dorsal fin 445 1346
Eye diameter 6.4 6.4-8.4
Interorbital width 7.3 5.1-8.5
Snout length 16.4 11-16
Upper-jaw length 31.8 30-41
Gill-opening length 4.5 2.8-6.4

ARpRi & & O BRI REic Z N ZFNEEELZ 1HE
D. MIFEFLIZIHR T, SLATOMRE LI 10 18 (Fig.
4). HFFE I ATRT, IMOPPBIETHETZED
D, F21HLEZTERYING. HIINE L, FelEhe
RPN SEE. wEE L 1A S 2 Y. iE
AL K O RSICE U, BRI ALM O E &I )L
B9 5. gL EEIKL, BiHBEThI M EL< Kb,
RS/ NS ODHRT, WS I UEEL R L, %kl
. Ml R <.

BE Ay (Fig.3) —  BAASE I, 5, M o,
BXURBEBIZ—RRICEE . THES & R, BB &
U RTINS 2O BEZNMN D6 U, BEIIRIEE—.
IR A 5 PRERFRR M M TR EERZ R L. RS 5
RIS TORMNCIMGIC X BB IME & b 2 /Rt
PYEUE. SEEOREMI, WEREHENIE 6. B EEER.

EER — RIE—RRICE T, BREERy. RakE
DTG ASERE & [FRR. B8 B,

B AR OR - HEVFEIC ML, HA,
T4V, FEIVE, NTE, TIV/ R, TETH
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EDNOREREN TS (HELE - RF, 2016). HATIE
MEE (HECET - AR, 2016 5 HEEEFIZAY, 2021) &HHT
& (HEEE - KA, 2016) D SEEEREN TV, ARBFSEIC
X OB EREICBI 20MhH RS Nz,

fBE AEARIEZALDOONINCHIE L, BHCEHT
N DT L, HikRfL L BRLOMICHR MR E
Lz 1D L, mllEEREZ 3D L, Mg
ZRLTE, BRUREINEONARTEES X URE
figLdid 5 L7 M5, Hibino and Kimura (2015b) &
Hibino et al. (2019) A%< U 7z Muraenichthys D54 & —5d
. MAT, AMERFHEENEED 9% THBT &, &
FELRAMILIIE E X O b MICHiTTICHIE L, S iELh S
— NLPKTRREEDN T D 44.5% TH B T &, REHEL,
EED65.6% THAHT &, FEHEEMWMN15ITHZT L,
Wt 25 Tchs T, IMiTEHEERN 4 THsC
CRTHER BN 144 TH B T L B, AHE AR (2016)
BRXUOHKE « AL 3T (2025) AVRLIEYTAIIX
7+ 3 M. sibogae D & — U iziz%, AREIZFEEEIN
Te. Tl2U, AREARIZHIEE KRR (2016) A/RUTCEHL-
FHANE & R LT, RPN 350 BIRIED R E s X U5 g
HIEHEEED D ITMTNSWEZRUTZDY, Z ORI
TH30, KA TIIHENER AT LT,

AREARIGIGDNE S A TH O, IREMICIER 0.7 mm Fi
BOIMNZHMER S Nz, ARG KT A AH 4 E 100
mm Fif% & LN E <, Aia< & &2 E 89 mm THA
U 7z5PREINE (0.70-0.79 mm) 7%z & DEADFHET 2 &
MHISNTEO (HELE - KK, 2016 5 HEEEF - TAL S
9, 2025), SEIFESNIAERIREEARTH S E 2
5Nns.

VIAIIRTF AR [0F] OEITRL
Tl THO, TNETOHIOIRERIIITHETH >
To (HEEE « KA, 2016). LEehi->T, BEREN SR
EINTAARIGENSRYERRTH S L &8I, KDY
LR Z EH T Zacsk b 75 %, AR HEEOH IR
5 ENFKEFHEE KL T0B L TARFEI NG, C
D K SIS THIGMEARDEREE & N7z HHNSAFE (H LLE -
AK, 2016, ARfZY) DY III A7 FHT (BHIFD,
2026) ICBWTHEREINTED, AEARIIEINDzHITK
AT E Tilfk U CE A TH B nlREMEN D S. LAL
TS, U INCRRSHIZEARRICEE T 2RI Z LS,
TG AN R REAHL TR 2 MEARHTH S (H
ey - ALK BT, 2025 BIGIEH, 2026). X7z, £
EH (2026) Y22 I X7 FIICBU B EE TOWEK
TENCDONT, MERRENTAMEN S ES L TVl Reltz
HIFTED, AMEAIBOTBRERIIMED RSN T
Ehn, AEANEFH L WA H 5. 5%, A
SBT3 B ERRDRIAMRR S N B,

H8FEER IUFUTF QHEK)  KAUM-L 409058,
25 276.1 mm, KAUM-L 409059, £ 339.0 mm, iR

HREANFEBFTIHTRES 1], 2009 4E4 A 21 H.

&!I

3

AR 2L DXEDHBICHTZD, BIRERAIKELE
B JE R i P AL D SR B D A5 & RITIIAEADIREEIC T
hviciiniz, JEEIEE R MREAA (BREELRFEEIR
SRR ZEGHE G RAWIZERD T Iehthy HHYFFHEZF D
SERRIE LIS BEEARDIREEIC TSI T TE &, pEHIRER
FRFOIRVUCEE T B Wi & RIS 2@ YR B 52 i
20Tz, BRBRR AR AGEE AR O i R I I3 AR
AREF TV, BRERPREEGGE S R AR O
REAEUREBC & BHFEEIRIR, BXUEROEGH IR
I U CHY S ZWIcIEW e, RIBERBR ARG
WIS YR S FAIIR R DL E R T VT 4 T D
5 E FIBEAROIEY, gk JUBRIC TV Zwy
Te. YEDTRICHEATREORZERKT S, ARIIER
SRR AW EYAE D THERE - BBk SO REZ A
HETOY 2 b O—BRELTiTbnl. AWZEDO—
RIE AR R N A AR R D020 I 2 —
7 LY R— &, JSPS BHFEE (20H03311 + 21H03651 +
23K20304 + 24K02087 + 26K08936), JSPS f 7% L 15 1 i&
RE-BTVT 7TV AANERIE Y (CREPSUM
JPJSCCB20200009), SCHEER2AAFERETRILER [t 57 H 208
PEMGEAH I - AIERESIC I 2 7 —2)VEE W RILE
B, BRUERERZOI v g VEBEIEHE (&
EheSZho e Lie TEY ESUbD 2R MRS & TS
BIE] OFFMRIAET V) OEBZZT .

5 F 3k
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ERY O3 I X7 F dDiENFE R Ichthy, National History of
Fishes of Japan, 67: 1-5.

W TSI, 2013, 7 SAECHEL, pp. 266-277, 1794-1892. HIATHER (Fib)
HAEfRSAMER  RRORE. 83 M SR Ak, R
HELEF A 2025, ST FUFF, p. 550 AREE - BEARKM (f)

FELHEOfMED =HEROMBIXE. AREE, 5.
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