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tional implications
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ABSTRACT

The Duskytail Grouper, Epinephelus bleekeri (Perciformes:
Serranidae), is recorded from Tanega-shima and Amami-
oshima islands and the Yaeyama Islands in the Ryukyu Is-
lands, southern Japan on the basis of six specimens (232.6—
581.2 mm standard length). In addition, several records of E.
bleekeri by photographs and/or observations from Kanaga-
wa, Kochi, Ehime, Miyazaki, and Kagoshima prefectures are
confirmed. Because E. bleekeri has previously been recorded
from Taiwan and southward, the present specimens represent
the first reliable records of the species from Japanese waters
on the basis of collected specimens. Distributional implica-
tions of E. bleekeri in Japanese waters are discussed.

Key Words: Duskytail Grouper, distribution, Ryukyu Is-
lands, Tanega-shima, Amami-oshima, Yaecyama Islands.
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FED 1 FEAIT ]S &, Vaillant in Vaillant and Bocourt
(A878) Ik » THHEL L Ciddis e, Tk, K
& (2 < 2~ ¥ |& Epinephelus Bloch, 1793 IZ)7 & & 1,
BIfEE It » 8 « PEREFRILED il T
% (Randall and Heemstra, 1991; Heemstra and Randall,
1993). Heemstra and Randall (1993) (3 E. bleekeri )
HAIAERL TV 2 AJfetE 2R L e, HARE=
NG TROFERZE B L 7ififE (2013) I I3ATENE
HanTHizw,

JEE VL S5 R K Bl 3% 2 o0 SRS A & D B2 T, 2013
F5H £2014F2 HICH T &h 7 5 E. bleekeri & I
Easnz a4k RESNI . £/, EWEa Ly
vavEEAELLEA, MR SENERERK
EPORESNILATEEEESNIEREZRAL
fo. AW TR, N5 OEARZFEMICETHL, E
bleekeri DEEARICHE S K HED S OFFdskE LT
ST 5. £, ENTRESINICE bleckeri
OEEYHEHEEETFAEL, HARICB T 2 LMD
>V TERLL.

W TEEAE

Gt #5175 4 13 Randall and Heemstra (1991) 1
Btz FHEF Y4V F24HWT0.1 mmif
2% CUIE L 7. fR8EfAE (Standard length) (3£
EFEEdSLERiD L, BEADIER, Bk, IR,
BLOREESEIERN (2009) ©CHERLL 72, REE
ICH W 2 BRI IR SRR G UE5E E Y8
(KAUM) & i o BEIMITRREG TR 2 v 5 —



[OCF, URM (Ek K2 IR B2 H AR SR & 0 7%
B)] cEsh T 5, 5L cEEGHERIIE
VA DR - HIEKIEYfE O I E SR T — 5 X —
Z (KPM-NR) T B &k & 11 T\ 4. Epinephelus
bleekeri D HEFERF DR DFLHEIL, [EE /T ICHE S
NI B IRE O 4R (KAUM-L 54497, 58685
58687) D A1 7 —HEHEIZ, EEERDKEDLHEIE
Fo4fERICINA, OCF-P. 201106021 @ [ 5E % D #
7 —HHICHS . mEOREMEEAHAREE
LT (2010) DFRIFOLITHERL 72,

AR IELIT O & B0 — Epinephelus bleekeri:
KAUM-I. 16985, Af1444mm, ~L—>7 « 77
5 kL v AR KAUM-L 22997, {41 43.9 mm,

KAUM-IL. 23791, {4 156.6 mm, KAUM-L. 32867,
& £132.6 mm, KAUM-I. 32962, {& £129.9 mm,
7 A,

Epinephelus bleekeri (Vaillant, 1878)
FFUNG
(Figs. 1-2; Table 1)

EA ofl (& (K £232.6-581.2mm): KAUM-L.
54497, (AF4133 mm, FEVLEE ARG ST 5P
ZZMEF M (30°39'N, 130°54'E), 7KiF20-40 m,
201345 H24H, #10, SILEHZE; KAUM-L 58685,
IAE: 232.6 mm, KAUM-I. 58686, &5 240.2 mm,
KAUM-L 58687, £5300.1 mm, FEUdEE KL
BRE TP 250 (30°44'N, 130°58'E), 7K 20—
40m, 20144F2H6H, $#10, milEMBZE, URM-
P. 31753, AE4194mm, B 5 R/ E LG
B Gl R s < A, 19944E4 H26H, ke
I#; OCF-P. 20110602-1, A5 581.2 mm, FEHL SR
WEHEBEEREEM, 20114F6 H3H.

RE FHEUE RS o REICHT 2EE (%)
% Table LIZ/R Y. KIFRIRICHE L 2HEMIE. W
FeeRo, MERREIVEWL., Bflid2xtc,
MEoRiEAL EETRIRICE WEEO#REFLIZ A
Wiz L, @IEFER, AR IR (S & fo i
Wik, BRI ESEROERH D, T OBm DI
Nz Z R &= < AN TS - 72 151 O P8k A3 3.
NERRTE I BB B 0, TOMMINTKEL A
AN HDS - 7 stk Asd 5. TEAMRIC (27 D/

BARICSF NR DECH

S 15 e A3, S I N & T R s R
5. EEEBEGEIEF IS OERBTEONS,
EAE N TT, RE ORI IRDOERBE i
ET A, AIEFORBICHEEE LB, AT
HEPPREL, EEHFFICIROHAE LD, FE
FE LB EEI IS, BRiigldAe D HHEHS 3 HAIT
BETIC#ET 5, B EE, THE bIHEY. &
PRI FLIZ RO hdr X D RGIChE L, g
CBAFLT 5. MEER G & B A 72 IEEE O i 13T EES
SEILIE MIchIiE 9 5. BEEEII I IES 120k 5:
FARE T s 5. MR d 5/NE1dnkEd
Bk, WJES, S, MEEE, B X O OR
B EXoaifhs sl cEbn s, EEH T
Mg, TRE X D% A0S & KNI
wbhs, LHS NGO & 0 MmE i
BB R TP, BIRICIRAN D 5. ik
RERES, g BLUOgoRE V. RERE
13 AE232.64133 mm D H{ATEAAEH T, &
£ 4194 mm Do @E T,

B BN (Fig D &, Aot i—ck
WO E 2 BIKAD 7 59 T, BRI
15, B ZLEBIELWLE LY Vb L RFBED
BEASR 3 K OFEHEB IS 2 TN B IS AR S
3. N, Mo, B L URWEZEhENOMEE
KRSV, MoKRESRIERICES, KE
4133 mm D R TEBEIL X b /hs <, KE232.6-
300.1 mm DA TEBEALLE LD, F o3 EhIC
KEL, B2 3 ER 25865 5. KE232.6-
300.1 mm D fiil {& D & Wi S HR % 08 D 15 fE S I
EL1IAOREORERRH O, KNI IZITEES 4-6
FRADE, TEESE 8- 108k, THEE5 16 K& TiE B
K O HEES 913 IRE AT 0 SR A S BEE I
JCAR, BRI I ARotEiimas s, Ih
5 DIEEE E AT IC X TRIAETH O, 1k
E4133 mmOHE TR P PENIZES b oo Lt
M. KgAK E 413.3 mm O AIA T I E B
Y UOREE 13 WA Y — 7T, i B
FUORETE230 VI L4 Thh, KE232.6-
300.1 mm DA TRE FNH2/3 0 AW S L1 T,
fh o g WA Y — 7. fofE (3K 413.3 mm O {#
RTRIERPRHEVEETT, 1£5232.6-300.1 mm
Ok Rt EF CtaTh b, miE L b
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Fig. 1.

Fresh specimens of Epinephelus bleekeri collected from Tanega-shima island, Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. A,

KAUM-I. 54497, 413.3 mm SL; B, KAUM-I. 58685, 232.6 mm SL.

W, ARG 1 R R 413.3 mm Ol K T ARA &
[E 5k D BE2s BE I 1C 23 (#7204 K 232.6-300.1
mm QAT RAEMOB L /DL AREL, S0
OO BB IC S MPE TR Y, 2 Kokt 2
B4 B, HEIRSE B & CRME EE1/3 T A &
[EIREDBISEESS TN - TR, Bl 254866
D, I o B AR R TR 5. TR HEIREES
BLUREE LE1/3 DA I EESR I - TS Bic
Xo7T, Wauwa TSNS, BT IR
REEBOWMBEMTH Y, RV LA, J5EE
DER KB THD, BREEICREOA LYY,
BEEZ OO, HE—HcEnE 2 3KE0n
T, MR RS NI o B IR Ec s A, AR
DAL 232.6-300.1 mm DK TIZETITK D,
HREAB3ImmP Lok cldmiic s s, K
232.6-300.1 mm O {lil £ < & 5 1 7o BHEB O B (ot
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i B L URWS ORGSR O £5k5.
5 6 WS O B (3 14 1 232.6-300.1 mm O {14 T (75
KL, EE433mmPl Lo @ETRKEISE 3.
BRGSO Iy, WIn b AHKETH
5. JEEER—RRCHERICD 5. B LI 13 DB
wEicisy, MRS, RBEE T3 3Rt TH

0, A&E5812 mmDEKD A REE AL & Tk
BOWANHEBLIS 5.

D AR AL, SV TEN SNV B
MIFTDA Y FE, BXOA -5 ) TILE»S
hE, &8, HRC» I TOEKFEECHHT S
(Randall and Heemstra, 1991; Heemstra and Randall,
1993; Manilo and Bogorodsky, 2003; AMf5L). HA
EMNIZE I % E. bleckeri D FEARIZHED < Gldkid, HE
VS5 « ®EKE, BLUOMHETHL (K
WD), BHEEEEEDOH 2 Hic kb, )15
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Table 1.  Counts and measurements, expressed as percentages of standard length, of Japanese specimens of Epinephelus

bleekeri.
Tanega-shima island Okinawa Amami-oshima island
Prefecture
Locality
KAUM-L KAUM-I. KAUM-IL. KAUM-I. URM-P OCF-P
54497 58685 58686 58687 31753 20110602—1
Standard length (SL; mm) 413.3 232.6 240.2 300.1 419.4 581.1
Counts
Dorsal-fin spines XI XI XI XI XI XI
Dorsal-fin rays 17 17 16 17 16 17
Anal-fin spines 1T 11 I 1 1 1
Anal-fin rays 8 8 8 8 8 8
Pectoral-fin rays 19 17 17 19 19 19
Longitudinal scale rows 102 103 102 102 104 100
Lateral-line scales 51 52 51 50 52 52
Upper gill rakers 10 10 10 10 11 9
Lower gill rakers 17 17 17 16 16 16
Total gill rakers 27 27 27 26 27 25
Measurements (% SL)
Caudal-fin length 21.4 243 25.3 23.4 20.2 20.5
Head length 36.5 38.7 38.3 38.1 39.2 38.8
Postorbital length 22.5 24.0 23.7 23.8 24.1 23.7
Body depth 34.4 31.6 30.5 31.9 34.0 33.6
Body width 16.5 14.3 13.8 15.6 17.4 17.2
Snout length 9.3 10.0 9.7 10.3 10.4 10.0
Upper-jaw length 17.2 16.6 16.4 17.3 17.2 16.8
Orbit diameter 6.2 6.7 6.3 6.4 6.0 6.1
Interorbital width 8.3 7.1 6.9 8.0 7.2 7.0
Caudal-peduncle depth 12.8 12.1 11.5 11.9 11.5 11.2
Caudal-peduncle width 18.3 19.8 20.2 18.9 20.2 19.2
Pre-dorsal-fin length 353 35.8 34.6 36.7 36.7 36.9
Pre-anal-fin length 69.6 65.3 67.0 65.9 65.6 66.8
Pre-pelvic-fin length 38.6 37.7 394 38.4 38.6 39.2
Dorsal-fin base length 60.2 62.9 61.2 62.5 61.1 59.9
Anal-fin base length 17.3 16.8 17.5 16.8 16.6 16.9
1st dorsal-fin spine length 3.8 4.4 4.1 4.5 3.9 4.7
2nd dorsal-fin spine length 9.1 9.7 9.5 8.9 9.1 9.4
3rd dorsal-fin spine length 11.7 12.1 12.0 11.2 10.7 11.5
4th dorsal-fin spine length 11.8 12.3 12.9 12.2 10.9 11.9
Sth dorsal-fin spine length 11.5 11.5 10.8 11.7 broken 11.6
6th dorsal-fin spine length 10.9 11.4 11.2 11.3 broken broken
7th dorsal-fin spine length 10.0 10.6 10.7 10.8 9.7 10.1
8th dorsal-fin spine length 9.5 10.4 10.5 9.8 9.1 9.3
9th dorsal-fin spine length 8.6 10.1 10.2 9.9 8.8 8.6
10th dorsal-fin spine length 8.3 9.9 10.1 10.0 broken 8.2
11th dorsal-fin spine length broken 9.5 10.1 9.2 8.7 broken
Longest dorsal-fin ray length 13.3 (10th) 13.8 (10th) 13.0 (10th) 13.8 (10th) 12.2 (10th) 12.5 (10th)
1st anal-fin spine length 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.2 3.8
2nd anal-fin spine length 6.7 8.4 7.9 6.5 7.0 6.7
3rd anal-fin spine length 7.9 8.7 9.4 9.1 7.8 8.5
Longest anal-fin ray length 13.6 (5th) 14.8 (5th) 14.5 (5th) 15.1 (5th) 13.2 (5th) 13.1 (5th)
Pelvic-fin spine length 8.8 9.8 9.7 9.5 8.5 9.0
Pelvic-fin length 17.4 17.7 17.2 17.2 16.1 15.7
Pectoral-fin length 21.5 20.5 21.1 21.4 21.9 20.6
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Fig. 2.

Distributional records of Epinephelus bleekeri in Japanese waters. Stars and circles indicate records based on

collected specimens and photographs and/or observations respectively.

Sl TR (2014 4F 10 H 30 HIT/KFE 58 m T %
SN OEERE TIE, (B /NEERTYE, TG,
B IR TAIEREZ FEMT (2006 4F-6 H 4 HIZ/KZFE S50 m
WEkE S NIOEE M CIE, TH BIK, LB,
SR Z B H T (KPM-NR 49225), = 1R 8
FIFFEBFIJITET (20104F10 H 19 HIZ /K ZE8 m i< #% (&
SNcEEMTHE, FIHIEREK, A6, ERE
Epg & > £ /00T (20104F 1 H 8 HICEEHE Tk
H BERIERR, TAME), BREREAEN Okd
B, HiE &K, BE), B8IO/N\ELFES
(KPM-NR 107091) 7 ShEiR s/ (Fig. 2).

HEBIRI AHE 3K 45 m L4 OIS R 110 m
FCTHEENHEZRE SN TV S (Heemstra and Randall,
1993; AFrid», 1977; BEE, 2003). fiE§5EH» 5
/ONIEERE, NFEOIKFE20-40 m (I h o il
Shic (EFEEERERMES, E). AEEnE
OEMEHICAEB L TBY, FELIcY v THETOE
B3 & T W 7w (Heemstra and Randall,
1993). $hfalid~< v 7o — 7 ENHFERT 51K
WTeAEdT a2 EMMmonTwE ik AE
BREMOKEEZEDI S £ ~ & —, 2003).

BE HE» »oBoN6eERIZ, WA
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16-178k5cCTdh 5 T &, MIRREEH 50-5280C, (IER
BRIch 2/NERSHEETHRTH B &, HEN
KED365392%Tdh 5 2 &, KA IHiETH
3T &, HEMEOEEIYIAL C &, RBiERE
DPEPITH D, FlE#EIETHE I E, AL VY
thd VIO O/NEAEES, (AR, BLOH
fe, REE L3 IcHET 5 &, REEETE23 M
w2/ LA Thb e EDEHRandall and
Heemstra (1991), Heemstra and Randall (1993), # X
AT E > (1977) D37 U 72 Epinephelus bleekeri D
R E—E L 7.

AEiEs (1977) Bew<i (=7 v &< vilE)
WHIT B B 2 THERBIAIC & - TKE110 m7» &%
L nr2ffiik (AE326425mm) D E. bleekeri 1
EowTH&*: 7 vy 2BIBLI. AFEL
(1977) DE. bleckeri 1%, TFROHEIEE M S, AWF
TCTHE L - AARFEDE. bleekeri E[AfETDH 5 &5
Zohsd, i, WMARONMAOHE—E2HMLE LT
TER S i, BEI KRt v & —EEHEE (2012)
ICBWTH, ¥ 7 V"NV E bleckeriE SN TV 5.
ARG CRBLEOME LI E A, HAREOEAICHE
S X, E. bleckeri \ICH T N EEEML A2 F 7 v



y &L,

KRS THAERADEREH Ot Z1T -7 &
2, AREEFREICEOEESHEIRNICRC 85 2 &
(R & £ $9232.6-300.1 mm @ ff {& T 31K E D 23.4-
25.3%, 413.3-581.2mm @ il {& T 1£20.2-21.4%),
anE s s (AiETIE305319%, #E
TIE33.6-344%), BLOKIENEL 252 & (i
HTIF13.8-15.6%, RETIE16.5-17.4%) HH 5
MITTE - 7o (Table 1.

Epinephelus bleckeri 3 J2 8 N & 2/3 8V 7 L A
T, RBELH13ICHZ WEBHISHAATZ I En
5, HAEREME, SBS s n s, BAE
[FlfRfthfED 5 B, + Y/~ Epinephelus akaara (Tem-
minck and Schlegel, 1842), 7 & /™% Epinephelus awoara
(Temminck and Schlegel, 1842), B XU/ ¥ / 7 F
Epinephelus trimaculatus (Valenciennes, 1828) (% {4 {H]
CHH 5 VIR EOBA S 5 (HERE 2013) C
& T, A& A& € ¥ Epinephelus areolatus (Forsskal,
1775) & & 9 & F /N ¥ Epinephelus chlorostigma (Va-
lenciennes, 1828) (& 2 & A3 #k I < (Al 1< B; EE B 2% b
% (iR, 2013) T & TE. bleekeri LEEUT 5. L
L, BEOBELSNCS, E bleckerild+ Y5
L3y F LHBLT, ARSI RO
NV E (FVNFTRANSDIREMY, /3
/7 FCTIERHRB IR N D 5), TANY L
LT, AlciEmsisna &, b L < I
Nh->TOAHEFETZORIZ4RTHE I E (T4
NG TREMNICBIF R SADOR TN S 5), B
JUOFAEY AN ERTFNSEHKLT, HuliE
KRB WT E (FAEYANASEFYEFANSTIE
WENZHD 2) »oilsn s (ke 2013;
AHFIL).

F 57 vy DET BN ik (Epinephelini) T &
HFROBEFR 2 EEEMPE L MR 2 LN
5N THD (Heemstra and Randall, 1993), {T-fail]
2B T B0 HIBBROMEE R ZITTVWAE T &M
REEEN G, AMRICK > THS»ITHE 5 LE
bleekeri DEINIT B U 2 (BB, R, BRER,
HIRE, RS, SR, BLUMRINRETHD,
MR ZERE VTN SR ORE LM Z TPV
Bt Td 5 (KA, 2012; Fig. 2). AEOh#EIRIC
B B8k, ARG DE =FHIC X 5 59204E0

BARICSF NR DECH

oG GUHEcOMBEHECBVT
1994FED 1 [MDATH D (URM-P. 31753; Aif55),

Lo bEERG/A\EIEEBED & O TH 2 nlfetEh
. F e, IHSEN S hic S E O ainr 7 B
HHETICBOTOAMIRERES TV CRE -
FAE, 2014). TODT & D, E. bleekeri 3015 < &
b AL SERE S P 0 MRS 72 & O FRI O S B LR
g WVIEIR CTIRIEF IS, H2VEHBELETVL S
DEEZOLND. Vb AR IZEBOREKICH 72
2GR PEIR D O BENC X 0 M H AR R
LicAgEES S WEEZZ oS, 58, HEDOI Y
T ¥ T & /N4 Epinephelus amblycephalus (Bleeker, 1857)
b E. bleekeri ETRBED TNy — v %R L, Biic
Lo THHBEADBREBIC B LLEELONTVS
(Motomura ef al., 2007).

Epinephelus bleekeri (3 FBHHEE D FEAFE L L T
W7 V7, &k BXUOHEICE O TREBRICE
JESNTW S (Craig et al., 2012). FIRIEFHIHE T
BEEICHEE T VT ER Y BOEMETE A AL
TOWIREN S, FRFISEAShICYfEZ o
%, BEREBRCEb AN GHTRK, 3.
RIS B VT H19934FIC7 + Y EVpBIBAL
fe=enyEofER O HRITIEA L TWICE. bleckeri %
TEARME L THAFE»HEN TDhh e (&
F, 1996). Lo L, BETIEHAENTE. bleekeri
OEMRTONTE LY, BERICHEASNIELD
BEDORIIEAIHTH 2. O LD R O—H
i L CES L S BRI 3RETE
.

1 B JE 0k T E. bleekeri D3 ETE/KE T &1
Tk, EEESLERZV., —7F, FErEDSO
HAEMNIC S 0 5 AT HBLUC B3 5 fER Pl
nrfEdEEbwTbisv, 2ok, TR
WS HARIT B I % E. bleekeri D3 AT DL T H
BZAMGEME I E V. Lo L, HARICEBE 29m0ENK
CHAEDO AR EAHS O, SBRAH D X
515 B HAEMEPMETH 5.

| Ei3

AW ZET O ICH 2, HTEBERREG O
T2 BEADRBICZ R TN ZTHO 72, i
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EoBMERANE Ly —0EAR ERICIIES
KB & D S5 o N EADFE I/ L TIHY
fo. MRS/ EEGIE, hE BIK, fEIEA
K, DHRIEER, BXOER HFRicEzhzh
RINE, ZRE, =R, ERBEART, BXUE
AISITB T B E. bleckeri \ICBHd 5 EH IS EHRAZ HWL
fo. MHESE S BIMHIR AT € v ¥ — OFHERIK
WA D HARITE I 2 #8HEI1IC 2 W T OEESEHR
ETHV 7., BREREREGHEEMEER 7 v 7 4 7
& FIREEE BAE LS O R A R STk 0
A LTV, PlEoF2ictl, #A TR
BoBAERT. KR, BEREBRKFHRETRED
g [HYILESRECHOZHEETAE Y27 ] ©
—BRE LTIt KR O —E 3 ISPS L
(19770067, 23580259, 24370041, 26241027, 26450265),
ISPS 7 ¥ T RABWAREE TR T YV 7ick
BINFRME OB * v b7 — 7 #EE], JSPS
EFWEEA vy —F YaF e bLb—=v o
075 a [BGEESIC BT 2 EMEF OS2 O
ROOEHBHE 7 075 4], BEHERERE T
B THET 7R icB 32y 74488
74 —ohE7o vy |, ENEREEEYR TH
KOHEERENES » b 2K b OB I 25
7uYes b, BLORHRERYESHEEIE R
B (EWEktEr o v s b)) FEERERY TE%
HEICB T 2 EERRATIROHEE] OEMEZT
7z,

W <&
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