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First Japanese record of the anthiine fish Plectranthias xanthomaculatus from
west of the Amami Islands, East China Sea
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Abstract. An anthiine fish, Plectranthias xanthomaculatus Wu, Randall and Chen,
2011, previously known only from the holotype collected Taiwan, is reported from
Japanese waters for the first time, on the basis of a single specimen (50.2 mm in standard
length, SL) collected from west of the Amami Islands, East China Sea. The species is
characterized by the following combination of characters: dorsal fin rays X, 14; pectoral
fin rays 15; lateral line complete, scales 29 or 30; snout without scales; maxilla scaly;
body depth 3.2-3.3 in SL (29.9-30.6% SL); no antrorse spines on ventral margin of
preopercle, posterior margin smooth; margins of interopercle and subopercle smooth;
canine teeth in jaws; 4th and Sth dorsal spines longest; head and body deep-pink when
fresh, with large yellow blotches; yellow bands on head; and mainly yellow fins.
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Fig. 1.
Amami Islands, East China Sea, Japan.
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Plectranthias xanthomaculatus Wu, Randall and
Chen, 2011: 250, fig. 2 (type locality: Hsing-Ta
Harbor, Kaohsiung, southwestern Taiwan, 22°42
'38"N, 119°51'42"E, depth 200-223 m).
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Plectranthias xanthomaculatus, fresh specimen, 50.2 mm SL, KAUM-I. 88876, west of
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Plectranthias
xanthomaculatus.
. Wu et al.
Standard length (mm) ;})“25 Wy oon)
57.6
Counts
Dorsal fin rays X, 14 X, 14
Anal fin rays 111, 7 111, 7
Pectoral fin rays 15 15
Branched caudal rays 8+7 8+7
Upper and lower segmented,
simple caudal fin rays 2 2
Upper procurrent caudal fin rays 5 5
Lower procurrent caudal fin rays 4
Pored lateral line scales 29 30
Scales above lateral line
to origin of dorsal fin 23 23
Scales below lateral line
to origin of anal fin 8 8
Circumpeduncular scales 11 15%
Gill rakers 5+11 6+10
Pseudobranchial filaments 13 13
Branchiostegal rays 7 7
Vertebrae 10+16 10+16
Measurements (% standard length)
Head length 41.4 443
Depth of body 29.9 30.6
Width of body 19.7 19.6
Snout length 9.8 10.1
Postorbital length 20.7 24.0
Bony interorbital width 3.6 33
Diameter of orbit 12.5 12.7
Length of upper jaw 19.9 21.5
Depth of maxilla 6.8 6.1
Least depth of caudal peduncle 11.8 11.8
Length of caudal peduncle 21.9 229
Snout to origin of dorsal fin 38.8 38.9
Snout to origin of anal fin 66.5 69.4
Snout to origin of pelvic fin 353 36.5
Length of dorsal fin base 49.4 47.6
Length of Ist dorsal fin spine 4.6 4.0
Length of 3rd dorsal fin spine 12.5 10.2
Length of 4th dorsal fin spine 14.3 12.9
Length of 5th dorsal fin spine 14.5 13.4
Length of last dorsal fin spine 5.2 4.1
Length of longest dorsal fin ray 16.1 14.8
Length of anal fin base 15.9 14.8
Length of 1st anal fin spine 7.0 6.6
Length of 2nd anal fin spine 12.4 12.7
Length of 3rd anal fin spine 9.2 10.1
Length of longest anal fin ray 17.9 17.0
Longest pectoral fin 32.1 29.2
Length of pelvic fin spine 11.6 10.4
Length of pelvic fin 19.3 17.0
Length of caudal fin 28.1 30.2

* = erroneously counted in Wu et a/. (2011)
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